Early Days

| don’t remember very much about living down “Dumpling Bridge Lane”, “Lakenheath”,
while living there, my father died of pneumonia aged 38 in July 1930, | was born 7 May
1927 youngest of 3 boys, Arthur 11™ March 1924 and Edward (Ted) 23" November 1921.
About 10 yards from the back door was a well, from which we obtained our water, people
living on the other side of the lane got their water from the “Lode” at Dumpling Bridge.
Children were instructed to get water from the left side of the bridge, reason being, Fanny
Rolph’s cows used the right side on the way to their grazing meadow, they always stopped
for a drink, while doing so, with feet in cold water they emptied out at the other end, flow
being from left to right the polluted water flowed down stream towards the “High Bridge
Pub”, about % mile away. The people who kept the pub also got their water from the
“Lode”, by the time it got there the solids had sunk and the rest was well diluted.

Children would carry the water in tin baths, set on old pram wheels with a piece of wood
floating on top to stop the water from sloshing out, or men with a bucket in each hand
hanging on chains supported by a yoke draped over their shoulders, would trudge the half
mile round journey. We read much about children in the third world having a struggle in
obtaining sufficient water. Getting water from a dyke, stream, river, pump or well, was the
norm in a rural area such as ours, toxic spray’s and artificial fertilizers were not at that time
widely used so pollution was not a consideration, piped water did not come to the village
until 1939.

Soon after my'F a t H death \8e moved ttHalf Moon Lané about %2 mile from
“Dumpling Bridge Lang& next door to my Grandparents it was to say the legst

fairly primitive dwelling, built of chalk and clunch, pan tiled roo§ felt or insulation,
one room downstairs and two up, floor was crushed chalk rammedrthodzered

with coconut matting or Linon top of which pegged rugs were laid, these weadem
from old discarded clothg, carpets were unheard of in housesh as outdn one

corner of the room was a pantwhere food & water was kept, water was from a pump
just autside my*Grandparentshouse, a bigmprovement on theDumpling Bridge

Lan€ water supply

Downstairswas, living room, sitting room, dining roghounge and kitchen all rolled into

one, furniture was 1 wooden tab#ad 1bench seat, 4 hard backed chairs and 1 hard backed
sit upstraightarm chair. Heating was via the iron ranfyeslled with coal and wood, helped

by an oillamp in the middle of the table, the lamp plus candles were the only lighting
available. The table as in most houses was situatéb@ middle of the room and covered
with what we regarded as a posh clatithe centre of which was the Oil Lapgnd in the
evenings was the centre of our world, here we would sit and play cards and compete with
each other at various board gardesng hobbies etahile Mum would spend her time

sewing darning knitting, patchingitems of clothingit was very much a make do and mend
way of life, our evenings were centred round the fapiBaring in mind we had no wireless
or T/V, nor newspapergeilings were low, doors and windows small, and usually covered
by heavy curtainst was surprising the amount of heat given off by an oil lamp on the table
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in the middle of a small roormit an early age you learned to shut doors behind you, to
conserve what little heat you had, nowadays children and some adults, know how to open
doors hut have not yet managed to master the art of closing them. Paper spills were always
on hand for lighting candles, matches were at a premium and only used first thing in the
morning for lighting the fire.

Incidental furnishings consisted of the odd pictoinehe wall, mirror over # mantle shelfwhich was
covered during thunderstornescoalbucket, fireguard, hooks for holdingeryday cloths, a linen line,
cloths horsgtoasting fork hanging beside the fitgpstairs was accessed by wooden st@panary type)
held in place by metal hooks andaPge staples secured to titeor of the first bedroom, there was no
landing or corridorand youwalked through the first room to the ne¥tlum” slept in the smallest room,
a single bed, us 3 boys @llone double, apart from beds neither room was biggmdor anything more
than a metathest( | * v e susad fot keepingtclothing ), an orange box sufficed as a bedside t
keep the candleholder oim the very coldveathera brick wraped in a cloth, the brick havirlgeen put in
the oven for a couple of houpseviouslywas used to take the chill out of a cold bed, aken plates were
also used as bed warmef#is then was our sleeping arrangement untihvered to a council house in
1938 bythat time our ages were, Ted 17, Arthur 14 and yours truly 11

Outside was one important faciligg Half Moon Lanethe“Tolilet”, or as it was

called at that time “The Closet” situated at
rhubarb patch. Made of wood, well ventilated by means of knot holes in the weather

boarding, anll-fittngdoor , a 2” gap at t heéshdpedicitom and t «
outs to further the ventilation, the business part consisted of side by side 2 adult

seats, and 1 child’ s, toilet paper was ol d r
piece of string and hung on a nail, toilet paperdiin ent er lwagmuch f e unt i |
olderOur type of toilet was referred to as, “T

underneath the closet seat was nothing but a largeabolgt 6ft deepwhich was

cleaned out every or 2 yearsAshes we had plenty of, as the fire was raked ou

daily, some of these ashes were scattered over the result of you having used the
closet cinders were used surface pathwayd.oilet facilities inside the house were
norntexistent, except, for chamber pots kept under the bed, and used for urinating in
during the night, at other times this job was done against a wall or behind the shed,
bush, tree, or anywhere else that was convenient. Females had to watch out for
stinging nettlesAnother job for the house wife was slopping aitamber pots
whichrequired emptying dailyThere was no council refuse collections, nor dust
bins, efuse was disposed of on the fire, food scraps fed to the hens ashes used in the
closet cinders to keep mud in control on the pathways.outhouse across the yard,
about 10 yardsr so from the back dopin which was stored bicycles, coal, wood,
gardertools and all sorts of bits and pieces, ¢heas also a hearth on which a

“Wi t ¢ type sauldron was used to boil cloths, and anything else that required hot
water.The Xmas pudithgs were cooked here.



Apart from the Xmas puddings enough mixture was prepared to fill Phpast
basinswhich after being cooked were wrapped in cloth and hung in the pantry
labelled TED, ARTHUR and CYRIL to be used as birthday cakes.

My “Mother’,inordertoa u g ment her wi-@shlimgsperwesin(6li on, £1
30p) did cleaning for #ocal butcher by the name 8&eorge Lummis. Part of her

wages was half a pig’'s head, from this my
this was the only meat we had, apart from the odd chicken past its lagefgllife

or neck of mutton for stews cannot recall in the years livingdown half moon

lane ever having joint of meatpr a breakfast obacon & eggswe did on occasions

havea boiled eggMum also went singlingugar beet for a nearby farmer and other

casual work as could be obtained

Any type of food was appreciated, so every opportunity to supplement our diet was
seizal upon, for instance water cresssstaken from dykeand streamgyollution

was not a proleim as toxic sprays were not applied to adjacent fialtise

1920/30s. The cress was mageinto bundlesplaced in water, usually a small bath
on pram wheels, and ted round the village and sold for 1/2d or 1d pench, this

does not sound very much but, when you think my pocket money for the week was
1d, and possibly a farthing from migranny, the sweet shops in those days would
take farthings, | will not convert it into new money for you, it wouwld mto ta

many decimal places.

In the early thirties Lakenheath was well endowed withShop$ and“Public

Houses. There were 11 Pubs.“The Swafi, “Green Dragoh “High Bridge',” Half
Moon’,” Chequers, “Tag’, “Bull”,” Bell”, “Ploughi, ” "Rmdi h e ””. TGdrea r
was also Licersad dub, “The British Legiofi, and 1“Off Licence at“Go war d’ s
Housé now the"Lakenheath Hotél 2 pubs had laeady closed before | was born

they were“The Anchor’ andthe“Wagon and Horsés

The pubs were fairly evenly distributed around the village and came into being to fill
a need for labouring men as an escape from the daily drudgery of their lives. From
an early age (11 + years) in order to survive, often 50 to 60 hours per weekythe onl
free day was a Sunday when the local powers to be expbetedo attend Church.

(Not sadly for the love of God, but the fear of Guolt was instilled into them at an
early age by the inscrutable gentry and pridsis le was watching from above so
know thy place. They often had to walk anything up to 4 miles to get to work. In
many cases b§ or 6.30am leaving home in the dark and returning in the dark to
their abode which was little more than a hovel. 2 up and 2 down oil lamps or candles
for light and 1 coal or wood fuelled stove, a house full of kids its little wonder that
the pub was the only respite to their lives. It was even worse for the females who
were not welcomed in pubs.
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Therewere 24shops (today only 4,the Post Office, €2p, News agent and Mobil®hones

). Mrs Drew”. T&€bateot andeoygd BiyclesFael Qile s . “H F
Householdand Hardware@ o d s . “Mrs Suzy ,Mbaccbengddd Conf ect i
Groceries. "“Post Ofnfsplas®rapety.sBuvaslt ePrbagit a vGefnf”i c e |

Products and odd GroceriesA A Coe” Baket Vommy Rodigske? i Bat t
Accumulators and variousléctrical items* Mi | Baots Shbeand Fishing Tackle.
“Hammonds”™ Groceri es arBdotsand3heesBarberand' Cl i f f or d
Cobbler* Ezer a Ro‘IdodgyRB8Bker ford” Conf ecGoponery an
Wholeaa | e S ®akeryGoal Fuel Oil ConfectioneryGroceriesHousehold Goods

Deaworating Materials Drapery and Sgcial Orders’ R C 8aots Shoesand Cobbler.
“Hammonds™ WBadlber Bai l ey” Confectionery. “F Le
Tobacco* Mas’onGddsdsacodoo&’ s” Da“iCGoyr nPefro €ohocofpe ct 1 one
and Tobacco® G Lummi s” Buticzhear’. BURwpiptyc het Moadr € Rek
Butchetr all the Butcher’®s did their own sl aught
sold Coal as did th&Co-op”, they were' The Chequers, “Bull”, “Fox’ and“Star. There

was a Fish and Chip shop run‘byir Sitford” situated on théBack Way (Street); Mr Jack

Bennett sold chips from a caravan situdtgist inside théFair Ground meadowopposite

the pondand a'Mr Spencet sold” P o t rigta@rsbfrorh a room irf' Church Farri house

cost offish and chips fromMiSitford’'s” wa s 3 dh,of claips & a Tuppenny fish.

Today there are 2 Fish and ChipRestaurants offering all sorts of foreign food the 2

remaining Pubs also offer food.

Most of the young boys living in our area had their hair ctiCéitfford R o | p, Iné was one

of the old school, one style only (short back and sj@d®r climbing onto a high stool, he

was a tall man and didn’t | ike bending very
table cloth into your collar it was sit still dmill cut your ear d, this luxury treatment cost

1d, 240haircuts to the £1.

Quite a lot of elderly men would conmreon a Friday or Saturday for their weekly shave, the
shaving soap bovdlways seem to be on the oil stove ready and hot, after lathering them up
he wouldhonea cut throat razor on the sharpening strap, then, wamgéh ascrapingnoise

in removing a weels stulble, which always seemed to be white, perhaps mine would be
white if | let it grow for a week, cost for a shave wasid.also sold boots and shoes and

did a bit of cobbling

| refer to men being elderly looking back then were not a$ifeldvas much shorter then,

their lot in life much harder than today, workided at a much earlier age, hours were much
longer, homelife harder and less comfortable by the time they approached retirement they
were in fact worn out. Retirement was not particularly looked forward to, it was towards the
end of a useful life not ahase of like to be enjoyed as it is today.



Biscuits were always sold loasgeighed out from a large square itiho apaper
bagthe wholesalewould collect the empty containendien makinghe next

delivery. Also sold were brokefBiscuits', and“Crisps, these are the oneg had,

a shake from a vegar bottle made the broken crisps quite nieeen so we only had
them on rare occasiond/hole Crisps complete with dark blue paper twist of salt
(Smiths) were also sold from returnable ti@greals wereat pat of ourmeny it

was porridge, or porridgéake your pick this was cooked in a double saucepan and

always seemed to be on the stove. With so mt
seenpossible that breadas not plentiful, | haveften seen my mother measure out
slices to make serthat there was enough fanchthe nextdayl don’t suppose it

was so much a scarcity of bread that was the problem, as that of having enough
money to buy the next loaf

Birds fell prey to our food gathering activities, we would rob the nest of eggs, leaving one in
the nest so as to encourage the bird to continue laying, those regularly robbed were
“Blackbird”, “Thrush”, “Sparrow”,” Pigeon”, “Skylark”, “Snipe”, “Duck”, “Moorhen”,
“Partridge and Pheasant, the last 2 we had to be very careful about as it was not unusual
for game keeper or farmer to make you turn your pockets out knowing what we were up
to. Stop and search is nothing new. Also collected were “Peewit” (Plover) eggs, these were
too valuable for us locals to eat they went to Newmarket Stables where they were fed to
“Racehorses”. A “Mr Jonah Rolfe” would pay lor 2d for them, he was reputed to sell them
for 6d each, big money in those days.

A favourite way of carrying eggs was in yout f@/eryonen those days wore &

the girls though, wore bets older women peaked caps bonnetsif you climbed a

tree to a pigeon nest putting the eggs in your hat was the safest way to bring them
down, in your pocket they were likely to get broksametimes if you had too

many, you would drop them to your pal who would hold his hat out to catch them, if
by chance they hit the peak he had a rather messy hat.

In fact, we are not so far from hunter gathers from the days gone by.

Birds of all sizes were also caught for eating, my dttiza’ would often have bird
pie, “Blackbird’, “Sparrowvit, “SkylarK’, “Spink’ (Chaffinch) aad “Thrusi ,“Four

and Twenty Blackbirds baked in a pie was not a fairy talecan vouch for them
beingvery tasty perhaps being hungry had something to do with it. There were
flocks of birds around espedly where the corn stacks werdks 0f100 plus
sparrowswnere not uncommon. There were various ways of catching them, one way
was to trap them in the back yard or farmyard, we made thelyapaking a run

out of wood, about 6" wide the sides 4ft, er
netting, one end woulde held up by a stick about 15 to 18ins long tethered by a
piece of binding string, long enough so that you could hide behind a bush tree or
even in the closé@bilet), baitthe trap with corn or something similar, as soon as the
birds were busy feedingetstring was pulled and the trap sprung. theo way was
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to use“Hingles', these were made from horse hair, long strands free tail were
joined togetheto form a long strand, a small noose with about a 6inch lead was
attached every 6 inches or so, Wigole thing was pegged securely to the gichu

t he ar ea b a ikylaekd would thén, hopefully get caught in the
nooses.

Also cdlected in season wef@®ullaces, “Marabebs’, “Cobnuts$ (hazel nuts),
“Sweet Chestnuts, Blackberries and“Elderberrie$ in fact anything edible was
fair game.

Birds eggs were consumed in various ways, such as frying, small ones would

sometimes be floated on top of a cup of tea where they would get gently poached, or
swallowed whole, especially Partridge and &aat, this was because we were

afraid of being caught by Farmer or keeper, practically everyone was capable of

swallowing egg whole, (hence theoldsayingesh° t try and teach your
how to suck eggs). The exception to the different ways ofuronimg them, was

eggs from water fowl, these were never eaten raw, or boiled, but always fried with

the yoke broken, this was because from an early age we were taught that the outside

of a ducks egg wagsoisonous, this of course waal®onellab ut weéeknali d n’

that at theime.

Fishing was enjoyable and reasonably inexpensivieshing line, a packet of
assorted sized tie on hookdamboo pole about 12 foot long was all that was
required, all available &Juddy Millar§ shop in the High Street, bait was a chunk
of stale bread and worms dug from the garden. The Lode"“fBaneath Drovéto
its joining the“Little Ousé at“Decoyfarm Sedge Fehabout 4to5 miles of
navigable water which in the past was an important meamarnsportatiorfor
Lakenheath, there being several wharaesig the Lodegne known asQuay
BanK', a spur from the Lode and situated just south of what used to be te
recreational and dining buildings ftre“Womans Land Any”’, now housing old
folks in bungalows built by the local council. AnotHaharf' on the Lode was
almost opposite th&ChurcH in the past it was refegd to as'Laks landing stade
this is how'Lakenheath got its name’}LAK” was the name of the leader bbse
that settled heré¢ EINS” were followers,"HYTHE” was landing stag¢hus,
“Lakeinshyth& much later pronounced and sgdlakenheath.

The last time this Warf’ (landing stageyvas used was to transport by barftjat
stonespicked out of the sand dihakenheath Warrénby out of work farm
labourers(no dole in those days and employers caéildd men home without pay
duringinclement weather contibns or when the farmers had work for then)
they were paid in vouchers to be spent in the local shops, these flintasgereo
face buildings or walls in places around Ely.
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The “Relief Channel” whose course followed along the edge of the high ground and the
fen, acting like a giant gutter, which channelled excess water to the outlet at “Denver”, thus
to the “Wash” (North Sea). The fens have not experienced any flooding since the channel
was dug. The route of the channel took roughly the course of the now redundant “Lode”,
the consequence of this was that the local population being deprived of the right of way
along the banks of what was the “Lode”, a pleasant and relaxing walk, also local children
used various places along the “Lode” for fishing, swimming and paddling, many ( | was one)
learned to swim there. The powers to be failed to secure these rights enjoyed by the local
population for centuries.

Fishing was enjoyed by a large number of children and was a wonderful introduction
to serious fresh water angling, albeieithcatches were mainlyGudgeon,”
Sticklebacky, “Roacli, “Dacé€ and“E e I'." s

“Rookery Farrhwas situated at the bottom‘oHalf Moon Lané, asa 3 year old
with no father, the farmer and hisfey “Mr. & Mrs. Ebb Flack, a wonderful
couple who only hadl child, a daughter2 years older than me, so it was probably
inevitablethat much of my time would be spent at the farm, which was a mixed one,
no pigs and no sheep, but just about wveng else, crops mainkyere“Oats,
“Wheat, “Barley’, “Hay’, “Sugarbeet, “Potatoes, “Mangel$ and “Swedes. A
dairy herd of about 20 milking cows and thei
bullocks, also 1 bull, more about him lat8dorse$, there were 3Suffolk Punch
Mare's, 2 “Geldings and oné'Pony. The"Suffolk Punchesand”Geldings did
the havy work ploughing harrowing carting and so on, the pony was used to
power the elevator, grinder, slicer, chaff cutter, slab cow cake cubing machine, and
anything else thatcoulleb f i xed t o a pnylwhstetheradiceael . The “ P
pole and would walk round and radidriving the various belts and pulleyquite
often our job would be to gee the donkey up if it slowed or stgppéé pony was
also usedo tote the farmer around in HiBickey Cart. | was 5 when Wwas given
the job of leading 2 of the mares around the paddock on exercise, when they were
well advanced in foal, to anyone who did not know the temperamentSafffolk
Punch mare this would appear to be nothing short of madness, with me about three
foot six and a fag paper, and the horses towering way above me, but they need not
have worried, there are not many animals more gentle th&anffolk Punch mare,
| think they were taking me for a walk rather than me taking them on exercise, when
| stoppedhey stopped, when | went, they went, anyway | got paid for it, all be it
only a penny (240 to the poundhe averagenanswageworking on thedandwas
25 to 30 Shillingper48+hrs perweek no paidholidays.OneShilling was worth
5p, 20 Shillings to the Poundorry to keep converting, but some readers may not
equate the then and now difference in value.



It was rare for me to given pennies by Farmer Ebb rather they were given as a
reward for performing some tasks (or imaginary ondsiis | think was instilled in
me that the only thing that is free in this life is love in all of its forms. Everything
else must bstrivedfor.

With 20 or so cows, milking was of course a daily routine, no milking machines in

those days, everything byahd, milking was done sitting on de&yged stool. With a

cow that was a bit fidgety, it was easier to adjust your posititingsbn al- or 3

leggedstoola milking pail between your legs and using no hands, as these were

already occupied with a teat in eachihe“Bull had a pen or yard of its own which of

course was out of boundscept for*Ebly’ the farmer, andStinger Flack the

stockman, local farmers who did not have a bull would bring their cows when they

were bulling,( in seasonjo be put in calf (mated), no particular effort that | can

remember was made to shield us from what was
much about it at the time, it all seemed so natural. With chickens, ducks, cats, and

dogs plus all thearm animals, it would have been very difficult, in fact almost

impossible, to shield youngsters from what was going on, so it was leave well alone,

and let nature take its coursehich, on reflection was the right and sensible thing to

do. One dayAlf (stinger) Flack was in the bull pen withouttachng the bull pole

to the ring in the bulls nose, when it turned on him and pinned him up against the

side of the per,Ebb’ distracted the bull but by that timi&lf” had got several

broken ribs, he was offork for quite a long time, it was reckoned to be a quiet

docile bull, itjust goes to show not all bultsin betrusted especially if they can

smellfemaless don’t t hi nk t hmo&ananplpareithresam¢.ust t o Bul

Harvest time was a memoraldecasion, | suppose because it coincided with the
summer school holidays, the most exciting time was the corn harvest, first was
“Barley’, followed by“Oats and lastly*Wheat, after the cornvas cutby the

binder, it wouldtie the corn into bundles and eject them onto the ground, they wer

t hen col | ect ®aks whicldwenre made by teanmg 2'sBeaves head to
head, leaving a space at the bottom to aid air circulalooyt 812 sheaves per

“ ®ok’, and left to dy, how long depended entirely on the weather. It was common
practice for people to turn up in time to try and catch rabbits or hares left in the
standing corn, when the binder was doww the last round or two, rabbitsuld

have to run when their coveath goneWhen the sheaves were degme carting

themto the farm stack yard, to do this in our case, 2 wagons and a tumbrel was used,
it was quite a work of art loading the wagons in such a way that the maximum at a
time was carted safely, because ofgh# ground, in getting the carts and wagons

from the field to drove, it was necessary to hitch up a trace horse to get the wagons
moving, even so they had to be physically encouraged tb téedr considerable

strength ingeting the wagons rolling, theoft groundand r on ¢l ad wheel s di d
help. On arrival at the farm, stacks were made in 2 lines, with enough room up the

8



middle of them for théSteamEngin€’, “Elevatof, “Threshing Drurh, arrangd in
such a way that madeatsy for theackle to geto the next set of stackalso they
would be facing in the right dirdon for leaving after threshinigad finishedlIt was
the custom when fields had beegarled of all corn sheavésatlocal people were
allowed to gd‘Gleaning, that is gathering angorn headsvhich were I in the
field after the sheaghad ben carted to the staglard, this was source of grain
feed for backgrd hens.

After the sheaves were threshed the straw would go onto the elevator and thus to the
stack, which would accommodate the straw from up to 4 corn stacks. The threshed corn
was put into 1-coomb sacks (a coomb= 4 bushels, a bushel = 8 gallons) usually weighed
about 16 stone. These were lifted up with a sack lift to a farm workers shoulder height, and
then carted to the corn barn where they remained until sold to a corn merchant. “Chaff” or
husk, from the drum was collected in extra large sacks and emptied into the chaff house,
which was filled up to the rafters, because of the dust and of course the chaff itself which
managed to get in your hair, up your nose, in your boots, pockets, in fact everywhere it
shouldn’t, it was the most detestable jobs of the whole operation. “Chaff” was used mixed
with slab, linseed cake, sliced “Swede” or “Mangols”, as a feed when grazing was not
sufficient or was unavailable, mainly over the winter months. Occasionally | would be called
upon to go to the “Half Moon” Pub at the top of “Half Moon” lane, to fetch cigarettes for
“Mr Ebb”, directly in the front on entering the pub was a stable type door where off sales
were done outside licence hours, a rap on the door would bring the publican or his wife to
serve you, weather you were purchasing anything or bringing empty bottles back, “Mr Ebb”
smoked “Player’s” he usually had packets of 20, they cost 111/2p my reward for the errand
was the cigarette card and the half penny change out of the shilling.

My “Grandfather died 2F May 1932 aged69’, when | was'5” it was the first

time that | had seen a dead person. It struck me how small someone looked when

they were in a coffin. When he was alive | thought he was big and tallawdys

looked up to him, laying in his coffiwas the first time | had looked dovem him, |

remember taking hold of one of his fingers,
it. My “Granny died in 1936 ageti75’. I can’t recall any detail ¢

Having been born dowDumpling Bridge Lanéwe remained friendly with the
people who lived there, next door to where we ljwgds the Coleman family, Mr.
“SergeantColemari had a lorry and collected trash fréeck Row aerodrome, it
wasthe time of the 1934Beck Row to “Australid air race,(won by Scott and
Black) | was fortunate enough tme included in the lucky fewho went to the race
start, free of chargen the back of his lorry, | doubt if there is anyone left in
“Lakenheathwho went to the start of that race. It was alwégsck Row



aerodromeMildenhalldi dn’t c¢cl ai m it ,dutngkitdrthe t became
“Second World Wédr.

| cannot recall much about my Father, | can however remember while coming from
school down Wings Road, near what is now the junctiobMirigfield Rd ®eing a
funeral procession, as was the custom, everyone stopped removed their hats in
respect until the funeral procession had passed, | recall saying to Sydney Coleman
he was 2 years older than nieere goes myDad’, it was my‘F a t K &umerals

Dueto my families circumstances | started my schooling at the age of 3 instead of
the usual start age of 5.

My first class at school was the infants taught by Pi(iBsigcilla Cooper spinster

daughter of Pastor Cooper a preacher at the Baptist Chapel, he was also a school
Governor). The n f alass was equipped not with paper, pen or pencil as other

classes were, but with slate and slate pencils, slates weralrcibbe for reuse.

After lunch which we went home for, the only children who bought their lunch to

school lived at Wangford and Undley as it was too far to return home and back. No

food or drink apart from water was provided. After lunch we were engedr®

have a nap before the last lesson, 3.30 out of school half an hour before the other
classes. The only transport wlake Shanks’

S

n

F

cross bar or sister carrief(For those that do not know Shahks pony i s you own

two feet).

My first school photo1930 aged 3 Second school photo 1932 aged 5

Many children wer@aware that their families were poor so were keezatm,if at
all possible, both my brothers had jobs whilst still at school

When | was 91 had my first job, it was driving cows, 2 of them, from a farm at
Anchor Lane (more of a small holding really), to a field about 11/2 miles away,
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before going to school and driving them back afterw&fdsthis | was paid
1shilling (5p per week) 5 days.

A bit about my Mothe she was born on ¥INov 1898 In Orwell Cambridgeshire,
youngest of 7, her mother died when she was born. The oldest of the family,
Aunt Florie, living in Lakenheath having married a local m&rederick Leadert

fell to her o fend for Alice her little sister. When my mother left school she went
into domestic service in London, on her visits to Lakenheath she often cyeed to
from Orwell to see the rest of her family, she stood abowib# and weighed about
61/2 stone wethrough. She married my Father in 1920 produced 3 ibeysnother
died when she wasobn, her father 12yrsatter,lost her Huisband in 1930e died of
double pneumonjder Fathetin-law in died in1932andMotherin-law in 1936.

Her lot could not haveeen a easyone.

Mum was a good cook, it was a necessity to be able to make a tasty meal out of

almost anything, in this she was a master, we all developed a liking for everything,

for it was never what would you likeny dear, it was, this is for dinneneather

permitting being outdoors raththan in, we were always reatyr meal times,

meals were always taken sitting at the table, without anything run on electricity

distracting us from healthy family conversation, which was probably more

entertaining han t he programs dished up by today’ s
binding families together, something sadly missing today.

Pets we had, but we didn’t develop the moder
family, pets were animals, and treated ashsa dogs place was outside, a cat could
come in but was always patt when we were all out, or when wetired for the

night. More than one cat would have been a strain on availableséoapsand as
happens female cats have kittens, it was not uhfsua cat to go missintpr a few
days then eventually turn wpth %2 a dozen kittens trailing behind her, in order to
keep the cat population under control, it was necessary to dispose of the kittens, in
the absence of Vetso one could afford thenif) fell to Mum or Dad to do the
disposing, in our case it was Mum, this was done without us knowing, kittens
accompanied with a brick or similar weight, in a sack and placed in a bucket of
water was a convenient way of disposing of them. On arriving homedehool

intent on playing with the kittens, Mum would say she (the mother cat) had taken
them off again, it was many years later that when quizzed, Mum admitted that she
had got rid of them, | had often wondered what had happened to them. Although it
sourds drastic, it was never the less essential in preventing the countrgside b
overrun with unwanted cat¥etswere financially out of reactor most peopleso

do it yourself was the order of the day.
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Looking back | recall having a happy childhoodyés probably a case of if you

didn’t know that something existed, you didr
hadn’t got it so Ioatghegifterecewab sdii cant hehawaeea
father, but | did have a near Farmer (Ebb Flack) and othghbeurs that had

sympathy for poor little me, plus 2 elder brothers who no doubt shielded me from

the rough edges of life. All this | knomow; at the time | was just a boy.

In 1938my mothermarried Herbert Colemaawidower his wife diedin 1929,we
moved into a new council house, so one day | was living in a fairly primitive house,
and the next, in a new 4 bedroom council house, a step Father, Sister and 1 extra
Brother our family now numbered 7, Edna my step Sister wentittanLto live with

her Aunt Doll, soon after Mum and my step Fathezre married.

Mum & Dad slept in one front bedroom, step brother Haaold brotheiTed in the
otherfront bed roomArthur in the largest of the back bedrooms and me in the
smallest, it was like living in luxuryall be it we had no electricity, running water or
bathroom, there was a sink in the kitchen but no tap, all hot water was via a kettle, or
saucepan heated on the fire or oil stove. Water was obtained from communal pumps,
there were 2 to cater for 40 howssEne good thing about e often mebur

neighbours for a chat when getting water, to many households this was luxury
compared to well water or water from the riyiede).

At least the toilet was joined to the hopakthough to reach it one had to gorh

the back door past the washhouse to gét tbwas a Bucket toilet whichthe

cowncil emptied once a week, withif7 the family once a week emptyingas not

enoughadditional empties were made using the garden into which it was buried.

The garden was largegighthof an acre with what the house stood Blne cart used

by the council for the weekly empty wainown as the Honey cart, thedket as the

honey pot. A sewer wasn’t Quipafwhousese i n Laker
had a cess pit from about 1950 until they were connected to the main sewer. Cess

pits were emptied once a year by tbeal council, if emptying more often than this

was neededyou had to pay for it.

Electricity came to the village ih936, street lights only, most housesre not

connected until 1940/4durs in 1940 previous to this our only source of light was
paraffin lamps or candleduring the dark nights we would play in the street under

the lights, there was no fear of being awer as the only vehicle that was going to

come along was the royal mail, and that was easy to see because its headlights shone
very bright in the surrounding darkness, there,wadar as | can recall only 3 cars

in the village and they did not ventui@ut at night, plus the odd motor cycle. Prior

to electric street lighting there were paraffin lamps, in a lantern on top of a metal

post 12ft high, the lamplighter was a Mxlwyn Barker, he was a saddler by trade,
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near the top of each post was ametalsbarout 12" | ong on which the
would rest the little ladder he carried for the purpose, it was not uncommon for a lad
to climb the post and blow the lamptance Alwyn was out afight.

While living downHalf Moon Lanemy brother Ted worked fowalter Rolfe,

whose farm was opposite the Half Moon pub, he was mainly a poultry farmer, apart
from keeping ducks and chickens at the farm yard, his main flocks were housed up
the rabbit hill (drift road)they were kept in fairly large wire netting pepkis a hen
house for roosting and layiregggs usually about a 100 birds per pen. | was too

young and much too busy runningafarmftha) t o take much notice o
or social life.One thing that sticks in my mind was whing brother Tednake a
woodenleg fora hen, apparently the hen had one of its kegken about 1linch

above its fogtTed cut through the skin exposing the broken bbeehen fashioned

a pieceof stick so that it would fit nicely up into the broken leg (a chicken bone is
hollow), the stick itted firmly into the legcut to the right lengtkhe hen strutted off
comfortableon its wooden leg.

BrotherArthur had a paper round, my cousin Bill Legdem e of Aunt Fl ori e’ s
run the mwspaper business in Lakenheatspent a lot of time with Arthur and

friends, fishing, bird nesting, swimming, skating, dyke jumpihigibing trees,

playing marbles and generally messing about, the whole countryside was our

playing fi el deverbaimgdolddff orcregprmarided byeadaamen to

keep off his land, he knew that we would notagooss a field of noning corn, or

leave gates open.

OQur village di dninfactihadcountless playingpyaces g f i el d
(field’”s), any o pe ntha didanot eonstitutelan enblesureeto wer e mar
a house, along with several copse and plantations where boys would hone their

climbingskils t he easier to reach bird’s nests tha
Football was played in at least 6 different places, ircémreof the village is an

area called Camping Close, so named because it was where the ancient game of

camping was played, it was an early type of football, (pigs bladder instead of leather

ball), there were no particular rules playing positionsno eferee and no laid down

guantity of players on either side, if the visiting team fieldeglayersthen the

home team fielded the same number, so | am told it was not unusual to have thirty or

mor e. No football boot s, mpthiisgtgoesy mjuries Hobnai | ec
were quite common. There was nothing but pride for the winners, apart from cuts

scrapes and bruises

One day we were fishing in the lode near Olix Milg disused water drainage
windmill) previously usd to drain that part of the femherethe lode branches off
from the Old Lode and flows @ to Botany Bay, where it joingtie river Ouse,
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the old lode ramlown to the staunch near where the Green Dragon pub used to be.

Barges were t up there for the week enthey were used to transpgault, (clay)

from Ely for shoring up the banks, they were empty at the time, so were 21/2 to 3ft

above the water, theyere about 30ft long x 9ft wide we used to play on and fish

from them, we were about to get on when Arthur leaned on the side of one, which

immediately started to float away from him, so that he was spread eagled feet on

shore hands on side of barge, whigdis intent on getting away from him, the

inevitable happened and in he went. Mum was not very happy when she found out.

Further downstream from Olix Mill was a placalled the Dock it was hetbat we

usedtoswim maki ng sur e t hraud atthe bottomdfnhe tiverst i r up t
if we did accidentally disirb it we had to wait until the currant had cleared the riley

water away before we could carry on swimming. | was B atrthe timel had

previously learedto swimin the village Lode opposite the Chureth a place called

the Willows | t resnamber when | wag ét able to swim, it was likely to have

been when | started School at the age of 3.
north was the origal Lakenhath Landing Stage this no doubt accounts for there

being in the past, a public right of way between the Cinema meadow and a cottage

built edge ways to the High Street, the track leading from here to the landing stage is

surfaced with flint stoned.he Cinema meadow is so called there being a cinema

erected there in the 1930 s. It was eventual
lack of patronage, myrit recollection of moviesvas in the Peace Memorial hall

did not go very often as it cost 6p a tinttegre was always a weekly trailer usually

about 8 or 10 episodes Tail Spin Tommy and Rin Tin Tin \2drean remember.

The last time that the landing stage was usedfardeading flint stones onto barges

destined for places like Ely where they weredufe flint facing buildings.

The landing stage referred to abdwdps makeip the name of the village of
Lakenheath as follows, LAK was the name of Amglo-Saxonleader. AINSE was
the name of the followers, and HYTHE was the naméhetandingstage. Hence
LAKAINSEHYTH which over the years was trimmed to LAKENHEATH.

Another Lak probably of the same family settled at the ford over the river Lark at
LACKFORD. Another Anglo Saxon settled at Little Eriswell. The name is made
up as follows: ERISvas the Leaders name and there are numerous fresh water
springs which accounts for the WELL. Hence ERISWELL

The flints were the result from gangs of out of work men who were redqoired
gather stones from Lakenheathrren in lieu of dole money(they were paid in
Tokens omgrocery vouchers)ths was i n the 20’ s

After Dad died Aunt Ethel one of Mums older sisters, they lived in a (@dbast
we assumed it was pogbart of Hendon, London, her husband had a good job, only
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one son named Philip, eveygar they would send us their discarded clothing by rail
in a hessian sack, this was eagerly looked forward to as there would be many items
we could not have afforded, although | was too small for these cldibaefited in

that things would come to méavbrother Arthur, hand me downs, a practice carried
out by most families at that timeno stigma at all was attached to it. (I suppose we

all looked a bit scruffy). So far as | can remember Philip was 2 years older than
Brother Ted. Included sometimesn&¢oys mainly garas such asudo, Lotto,

books and one year there was a Bagatelle. When it was getting close to the time of
year whe the sack was due to arrive, the often askezstion whe getting home

from school was, has the sack arrived yet.

Yearly one of the local charities gave out boots to deserving children, | thought at
the time that | had won a prize, | got some boots every year while we were living
down Half Moon lane, | did not get any once we had moved house and our
circumstances had changked the better, it was then | realised they were dished out
to poor families. | never thought of us as being poor. My Mother was a dab hand
with a hammer and Hob Iron, she would make sieesoles of our boots were

cleaed heel and toe, also had the eotmo of studs, to protect the leather from
coming into contact with the ground, which was very uneven and rough, no kerbs,
not nice and smooth as it is today, thus helping to protect the leather from wearing
out too quickly.

Looki ng b ac Hlrealisewhasa wondesful wamantshe was, in bringing

us up on good basic right and wrong principals, when at times she must have felt

that the whole world was against her, not once did she convey her troubles to us
boys. I ° m as ha me threteot yesira thatfitllyhappreciatehowi s o n |
good she was.

Holiday's were confined to a day at the Sea
buses for their Sunday school pupils, the Church would go to Wells or Cromer, the

Methodists and Baptists wentexnatively to Hunstanton, Clacton, Yarmouth or

Felixstowe.

Before | was born or old enough, the family went with the Metho@ikegpe] by

thetimelwenti t was with t he Ba getailssittcancerndd don’t Kkno
my brothersArthur andTed who somehow blottetheir copybook at the Methodist

Sunday school, Mum always said it was a misunderstanding concerning several

boys, anyway, the upshot wdiom then on we attended the Baptist Sunday school,

SO0 my menory is going with the Baptists, MUM ctinued to attend the Methodists

chapel. By the waywe attended Sundaghool until we were 14 yrs gldie could

then make our own mind up if we wanted to continue or not, so far as | can recall it

was a n@in all our cases. | think Arthur was of the same opinion as Ted and I, that
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the teaching of the Christian religion that related to the rights and wrongs, and the
principal of do unto others as you would have them do unto you, is combienda
but the existnceof God B questionable, many people who profess to be bedieve
do so*Just in cask like taking out insurancé feel sure there are mamyore

people living by so called Christian virtues who do not believe, than there are
Church goers.

Picnics were very enjoyable and often taken up the Warren, the Warren extended as far as
the Elveden memorial, much of which is now taken up by the Lakenheath airbase, in the
vicinity of the Sand Galls, these were a series of holes or pits where sand and stone had
been extracted for building purposes, road surfacing, sanding paths in frosty and muddy
weather etcetera. We would have a whale of a time digging holes, and generally doing what
children do when let loose with spade and pail, hide and seek amongst the bracken, sliding
down the sides of the holes on old trays and anything else that was handy to use as sledges.
These outings were frequently used to gather pine cones from under the trees growing on
the perimeter of many fields they were excellent for starting a fire first thing in the
mornings instead of using kindling.

With about 1,000 acres of warren, gorse, broom, heather, brambles, bracken, holes
and various other indentations to hide in out of sight of prying eyes, iawas
wonderful place for courting couples, before | was old enough to take advantage of
such an ideal area, the airfield had been built, fences were not erected until the
Americans came in 1950¢ erection of fences curtailémtals use of the warren,
alsofrom the control tower there was a good view of the surrounding area, which no
doubt had a damping effect on marguples.

Winters always seemed to be snowy and frosty, the paddock just b&un#ery

Farmi  at t he bot tame®tod Acreslinide ivas Frdy@bout 2ft

higher than the normal water level of the Lode, which ran on the west side, with the
farm yard on the easty winter when river levels were 2 to3ft highéis area was
quickto flood and froze over very quickland quite safe tekate on, it seemed to

me at the time, that half the village used this field as a public skatingmost,of

the male populatioemployed by the large farms in the fen would be laid off

without pay during the hat weather except those involvedt@ndinglivestock

with nothing much to do but make the best of a bad situation, so it was out with the
skates and join int Was here that we learned to skateay we because nearly
everyonecould skateywhen notskatinglarge slides were made anded by our
studded boots or being towed by older skaters it was a very thrilling time.

When | was 11 or 12 took to roller skating. Several boys also skated. We used
the road and hill knowntdhe time as Maids Cross Hill (the road is now closed by
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theairfield). It was surfaced by tar asdnd. Its nice smooth surface was just right
for roller skates, we were quite good, at least we thought we were.

Another place much used by children and adults, wa' ke Ipig & disused chalk
qguarry and limeiln, situated in the middle of thellage, it is now used by the
Football, andndoor Bowils clubs, renameit,is now called The Nest

Chalk and clunch from this quarry provided the principal building material used in
the construction of Houses, Fatmildings, Walls etcetera, another pit was situated
near Maids Cross Hill, this pit has since been taken over by the district council as a
rubbish dump. Near this pit was an area used by the local Scout and Cub packs, its
location was known as the ScouitcR, and used for camping (bell tents) football

and various other activities. Both pits were part of the estate of Lakenheath Hall
named The Retreat.

There was a thriving Scout and Cub pack in Lakenheath, | was in the Cubs, when old
enough, the scouts, we used to meet once a week in the Scouts den, a farm building part of
Church Farm belonging to the Retreat,(The local Lord of The Manor). A large barn on the
farm was used by the Lakenheath Silver Band which has always been strong in the, village
and is still thriving today.

During frosty weather | arge slides,(h@athul d be
and safety would not allow it today, someone might slip over) by pouring water oqtlayhe

ground( this was supervised by male teachevhichhad a natural fall from the School

buildings to the bike shed, and gardening pldts,kig boys and male teachers wotielp

and run the whole operation. Another favourite place for aslide was the villag pond

which, in the winter time extende®lor 4 ft onto the rogdt was possild to get slides up to

30ft plus long.The bike shed wastsated at the bottom of the piryund and would

accommodate up to 50 or 60 bik€ycling wasthe accepted mode afinsport for most of

the village population.

Winters are not as frosty as they were in tl
winters to skate down the Lode to the little Ouse then on to Ely. The last person | know to
have done so was Rubin Colem we do not have winters like tlatymore

In frosty weather all paths were sanded before school time, there were 4 council road men

whose job was to keep paths and roads clear of muck and rubbish, they were kept busy

clearing up behind the variousdistock going through éhvillageto the Bury St Edmunds

cattle market, from villages on the north side of Lakenhexdis local farmers, driven by

drovers, a herd of cattle would be asgmanied by several drovers, whould take up

position at gapand gateways orderto keep the animal® the main roadorries had yet to

come into use. I n the early 30's the only |I|oc
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by the miller at Mildenhalldr delivering feed stuffs to local farmi$ had solid ubbertyres,
with roads far fromdeal it must have given the driver aimid mate quite a rough ride.

During my 11 years at Lakenheatbi®ol( 3 t o 14 yr 's), it was not
1 day, due to frosty weatheXll the teachers lived locally and eithealked or rode

their cycles to schooTheonly heatingwas flom a round Tortoise stove filed by

Coke in a classroom about 30x40dthe childrenboys in shortsgirls in dresses or

skirts The only ones to wear long trousers were the male teachers.

It was quite common to see boys of 16+ wearing shorts. | myself did not own a pair
of long trousers until | was 15 %. Incidentally pants did not enter my life until |

went into the Army. Shirts were longer in those days at a young age we learned to
tuck our shirt tails between our private bits before pulling our trousers up.

Easter was a time we looked forward to, especially Good Fridayilies would

make their way tavaids Cross Hill which, not far from there was a place locals

called Good Friday Hil it was here that some of the confectionery shop keepers
would set upselling sweets, rock, their own make of ice cream, fruit and anything
else they thought might take our fancy, Annie Hdlkh stall was always very

popular selling cockles, whelks@ winkles, pin provided for the winkle buyer.

Races were held and various games, generally a good time was had by all. It was a
good way of keeping fit working up a healthy appetite and getting to know one
another, when we got home we were hungry, andyre@eat whatever was on

of fer, it wasn’'t a deasp goeatwhhtwas pudib fromoful d you |
you, t hat '’ s pr omdking fgr almdstyanythiag tddayv e

There were 2 other bands in Lakenheath besides the silver band, theliavere t
Salvation Army and the All GirlBazookerband, run by a Mrs Wilde, and very

good they sounded too, as far as | can remember wheWhMle left the village it

was the end of thBazookaband. The Salvation Army would set up at various
places in the village, play and sing their hymns, preach their beliefs, and generally
provide us boysnd girls(adults too | supposeyith entertainment, at the same time
try and point us in the generatelction of the straight angarrow,in thisl like to

think they were mainly successful.

Always the seasons seamed to arrive on time and in the right order, various games
and pursuits were associated with different seasons. At the present time seasons
seento be all over the place, at times it is diffictd tell which one isn and which

one is out.

Each year at Schadatlutching your medical card, on which was recorded a brief
history of your health, we were lined up and paraded in front afdbaty caincil
school Doctorwho carried out the usual examinatiplstening back and front
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through what always seemed to be a cold stethoscope, a quick look in mouth and
ears, drop your trousers, a cough, alright, next, and that was you done for another
year.

On another day it would be the turn of the Dental Surgeon, when he had finished his
examinations, after a lapse of a few days he would return, to carry out extractions

milk teeth were never fillednd anything else that needed to be seen to, we were

quite certain they were learners, and out for a bitratpce in any case, the end

result was a lifetime dread of dentists. Today a visit to the dentist is relatively pain
free(solamtoldy n the 1930's it was a bit different

Next it was he turn of aroptician, the follow up was that some children were
prescribed glasses, fortunately we were clear of any problems, glasses were always
standard round lepand steel rimmed.

Finally, it was the turn of the ifigit” Nurse,
comb made of steel which had small teeth set close together in order to tease out
anything that shouldn’t be there, this was

catch anything that was combed out, always we were disappointed, the most we ever
found was a grain of sand or such like when we weutdtedly yelll have got one.

Tonsil s, i n it Wwas thd P@a2tife taarentve Bolsilssat the onset of a

hint of throat trouble, later this was confined to troublesome tonsilsemoats.

Brother Ted had his removéxy the local DoctoPickworthwhile sitting at the

bedroom window in order to get the best light, using a pair of long surgical scissors

tonsils were duly clipped, and that was that, ice cream not being readily available,

custardand t he | i ke was the order of the day, I
having his out. | have still got mine.

Firework Night, Bonfire Night, or Guy forks Night, call it what you will, it was a
highlight in our livesand eagerly looked forward to, howevewas confined to
November & exceptwhen it fell on a Sundayot like today, weeksdfore and

weeks after, rathgéhan being an anniversary of poor old Guy. No houses that |
knew of had a built in bath, bathroom was in front of the kitchendimdthe bath

was of galvanised tin, when not in use hung on a wall outside. This being the case
there were usually plenty of old tin baths about that were ideal for building ia fir

to be dragged up and down the high strédd.tyres, mainly bicycle (no cayres
available) were very good for a bonfire as they burned for a long time, pollution
wasn’t an item then. To augment firewor ks Ce
nuggets of carbide in a treacle tin, a nail hole in the bottom, moisture, usually spit
was put on the carbide which activated it to release acetylene gas, the lid put on as
tight as possible, a flame applied to the hole in the bottom, the lid would be blown
off, accompanied by a loud bang that equilethunder flash firework, other uses
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were a few nuggets in holes in the capping tops of walls, sometimes it was not
possible to spit directly onto the carbide, so we would use what was available, we
peed on it, after all water was water, wherever it came from. The legitimate use of
carbide wasn acetylene gas lamps, sidelightsioky Carts andBicycles etcetera

or driving Moles from your garden to someone ‘alse

Di sposal of household waste is one of today’
Lakenheath had no such problem, table scrape fesr and far between, what there

was provded tit bits for the backyard herdog or catanything burnable was

disposed of in the fire, ashes from the hearth were used to surfaceopaitetter

over the waste in earth toiletsere it not for cinderand ash it would have been a

muddy journey to the tt&t, other rubbish went dine compost heap. Many families

were not fortunate enough to have a garden, in one area at Dumpling Bridge Lane on
a piece of land 20yards Z0yardsthere were 12 houses arradgon the north, east

and west side, leaving the middle for toilets, wooden framed over a big drop these
were arrangd so that at the rear of themas room for an Ash Pit into which

everything not burnt on the kitchen fire was put, this included waste from the
chamber pots from under the bed, these ash holes as they were called were emptied
once a year, or sooner if fuNlot all houses had their awoilet some shared with

others | will leave it to the imaginatiasf the readers to conjure up a picture of
someone news paper squares in haatently waiting for a neighbour to emerge

from the throne.

There were 5 places in Lakenheath where thadiwonditions were similar to those
in Bridge Lane, they were Deaths Lane, Anchor Lane, Bull Lane and Top Yard so
called, because it was situated on the extreme eastern side of the village opposite the
Cemetery, there were sufficient of these slums tohi@l40councilhouseduilt by

the local councilAll the new houselsadabout 1/8f an acre, with what the house
stood on. Mostnenbecame enthusiastic gardeners, having both front and back
gardensfor the first time in their lives, in ourase movindgouse coincided with

mum marrying my step father, Herbert Coleman who previously lived in Anchor
Lane with no garden. Wd alalf Moon Lane had a large gardemmd along with my
Grandparents enjoyed the fruits from an orchard, containing Pears, 2 typ&s, App
4 varieties. Plums, 2 sorts, Greengage, Damson, Black and Red Currents,
Gooseberries and the proverbial Rhubarb patch next fadlieop. This may

account for my brothers araontinuing throughout our lives being enthusiastic
gardeners.

It is noted that Deaths Lane now bears a sign that reads Bridge Lane. There has
never been two Bridge Lanes, Deaths Lane is a dead end finishing at Death House,
in my day occupied by asmallholdera Mr Rolph.
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Many people believe thalhe placenamé L akafihe s deri ved from

Lake andHeaththe lake part being the Fen side and Heath the Wardenthis is

not so. The original settlers weszl by a man by the name of Liae and his

followers disembarked and established a landing stage somewhere opposite where
the Church isthis was calledHythe (landing stage) followers were calledgas

henceLac ense hythelacs Followers landing stage. Now calledkenheathA man
named Eris settled his followers at a spring (WellisTplace is called Eriswell

Another by the name of Laettled at a crossing of the eivLak, this is called

Lakford, (Lac s For d

A bit more history of Lakenheath, opposite Bast Office, at theunction ofWings

Rd, alongside what is now alignd chip shop, wheRRavens Dairyused to bgis a
piece of land approx 15ft x 15fthich has never been built pbeing in a prime

position it would havebeen an ideal plot for a cornglnop. In1937 when th

original electric posts were erect@Mr H Coleman and a Mr Bert Mieender dug
holes for the postén doing sqQthey came across a large lump of something that
turned out to be Leathey thought their luck was,iit was their intentioro

eventually sell it for scrap, howevdrefore they could do thi/r (Buster) Raven

came out of his dairy shppnd insisted that the lump of lead be reburatdting

that this piece of ground sacred, and éhlump of leadvas theanchor forthe
“Gbbet” that once s tthe unp oftlehdeissell buricioeref a r
and e plot ofland is still vacant and should remain gas common landDown
AnchorLane wasvherethe local Pound was situated, next to where the Anchor Pub
usedto be.

As with many country women Mum, was adept when it came to preserving fruit and
vegetables surplus to our needs when they were inrsefasm the garden would come
Pears Plums, Gooseberries, Currents (black and feaganberriesRaspberries,

Cauiflower, Beetroot and Bd Cabbage, wild fruits such asuBace, Marabehbs,Elderberries

and Backberries, thee was always something beingegegrved, the only jam we ever had
was home madeChutney,Piccalilli, Pickled Onionsand Walnuton the savoury sideere
firm favourites. Root vegetablespfabes, Parsnip, Carrot, Turnip and&le were

t

he

preserved inclamps,s some people called them, oni ons

from frost were hung in the shed, shallots were widsebd in cooking and more widely

used for pickling than onions, and much nicer. Wine wade and consumed along with

Stout and Bermain ingredients used for wine making were dandelion, (flowers only)

cowslips, sloes, elderflowerlderberries, beet rooparsnip and potat@®n special occasions
such as Anniversaries, Xmas, Easter and similar festivities not forgetting fuadals the

only drinks on offer would be Ruby Wine or anything homemadeydangsters it was
Tizer, Quencheior homemade lemonade
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The school had a large area which was split up into plots about 10ftx40ft, these were
tended by boys of 13 assisted by a 12-year-old, yearly they would move up lyear, leaving
age was 14. Many types of vegetables were grown there was great pride amongst the boys
all trying to attain the most successful plot. An asparagus bed was maintained collectively
along the back of the plots. The headmaster whose house went with the school must have
reaped huge benefits from free vegetables. His house had cold running water, 2 of the elder
boys were delegated (water monitors) who's job was pumping water up to a tank in the
roof of the house which gravity fed the wash basins and sink. A horticultural teacher used
to lecture us on the rudiments of gardening. On wet days the time would be taken up
learning seed recognition depth of planting, spacing of plants, fertiliser requirements, single
and double digging etc. Sadly, Bungalows have been erected over these plots and gardening
is no longer a part of the school curriculum. Girls were taught cooking both theory and
practical. Many people nowadays rely on supermarkets for their vegetables, and depend on
takeaways for many of their meals, with little understanding or knowledge of the benefits
obtained from preparing and cooking fresh produce and adding their own ingredients.
Gardening and Domestic science is no longer taught in school, even though a third of one’s
life is taken up with buying preparing, cooking and clearing up after meals, no wonder it has
become necessary to earn that extra £1in order to buy so called convenience and over
spiced foods which is giving our country so many health problems. At the present time
there appears to be no concerted effort or resolve by governments to correct the situation,
| suppose that is understandable as it would mean tackling big businesses who are mainly
responsible for the problems facing the N H S.

The garden area just described was sold off by the Education authorities for housing.
Growing food its preparation and cooking was left to so called experts who had a captive
audience as most people’s minds thought of food about 3 times a day. The result of these
experts is OBESITY and all its associated ailments.

Fair (carnival) time, something we looked forward to all year, talked about, and measured
against year on year. The Fair at Lakenheath always fell on Thursday, Friday and Saturday
the first week in July. It was set up in what was called The Fair Meadow, situated between
the British Legion and the old Co-op. When the Fair was due to arrive many children would
go as far as the first wash near Caudle farm to meet the traction engine, towing three or
four trailers carrying the Joy cars (dodgems) Jollity farm Swings etc, we would excitedly
escort them (generally get in the way) to the fair ground.

Watching theSteam Taction engine manoeuvre its trailers through the narrow gate
into the faigroundwas quite something to us boys. Lorries pulling the various
trailers and caravans nearly all with solid tyres, and thrilling to see so many lorries
in one go (all of 4 or 5) as many as we woudd 1 2 or 3 weeks, one of gEseen
regularlywas a steardriven lorry used by Parkers the millers at Mildenhall, for
delivering meal and various animal feeds to farmers, the other frégjgean

vehicle was the delivery truck from the railway station, by the time | was 6 or 7
vehicles with pneumatic tyres wem@re common, even so it was still safe to walk

in the road when the paths were a bit rouldtere wasio kerb stones marking the
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division between path and roatlerewerehowever in certain places large stones
markedthe edge of the patin the majorityof places there wgast a shallow
depression indicating path from rodwd.rainy weather it was in places better
walking in the roadlodging the various nass (cow pats etc) than using the path,
there is little wonder that most houses had foot scrapgside and thick door mats
just inside the entranc@&he usubcry to children on entry was wipe your featcry
rarely heard nowadays.

Power for operating the various rides and side stalls was produced bytgenanal
dynamos driven by therdction engine antorries For many people fair time was

their annual holiday, this probably was@angoverfrom when it was the practice of

farm labourers being bonded to farmérnsthe following yearit was certainly a

time when people let their hadlown and enjoyed themselves, the first time that

many had experienced electric light, and years before candles and oil lamps were no
longerin general use-or children the fair was a glimpse into another world, what

with the dodgems, jollity farm, swingsakewalk, wall of death and various side

stalls, rock making, cockles, whelks and of course the proverbial fish and chips, in
fact all the fun of the fair.

Most houses had means of cleaning mud and other foreign matter from boots and
shoeseither with feestanding scrapers, or in the case of houses that fronted the
high street, built into the wall beside the front doorstep, in order that footwear could
be scraped clean afudand anything else that may havecaentally been trod in,
before entering theouse.The cry from parents to children entering the house was
wipe your feet, just inside the door there was usually a coconut matting door mat for
this purpose. Roads and paths weadly maintaineénd always seemed to be
muddy.One very importantpadc f a p er s o,thé FontifStepanedFoat a s
Scraper, one of the first tasks the house wife undedack morningvas to scrub

the front stepand apply Red Cardinal polish or something simidéan and Black

Lead the scrapeafterhaving removed & previous days debrissuppose this wsaa
statement by the occupant in the pride they toagkeif few processiorand family
cleanliness.

Puls were mainlhbeer housg andwas a gatheringlace for working men to relax
awayfrom the relatively primitive conditions in which they livatlwas somewhere
to go and get away from really drab surroundjtgsring in mind there was no
electric lightor electrical equipmentery few people hadcadid sewspapér er
magazinesmost could not afford theranyway,many could not ready the mid
3 0 there were mangnorenewspapers, magmes and comics availabMWomen
were rarely seen in public hous®gorld War Il changed things and it became
accepted practice for Ladies to visit public houses even without a male escort.
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The town crier was Mr Luke Coleman he would make announcements such as
Council meetings, Property and Livestock salesiousevents such aseffes and

other important functions. He would at strategic places in the village, after ringing
his bell, make the appropriate announcenmeat loud a voice as possitle c an’ t
recall him doig his stuff after 1936, wherwas nine years old.

Soonaftermving into our new house | took over
which belonged to my cousin Bill Leaddrentailed delivering newspapers,

periodicals, magazines and comics etc, before going to school, not many of the
papers survive today, the Dalerald, New<Cronical, Daily Sketchand Tribunal

have long since gone. On Saturdays the money had to be collected, the price of
newspapers was stable during the 31/2 years latelemoney, it was 1d per paper

all papers were the same prig@ per week, lps 1d for delivery, 7d for the week.
Roughly it would take 34 newspaper deliveries to make £1.00. For those who cannot
remember it took 240 old pennies to make £1. | enjoyed my time as a newspaper
delivery boy which | did until I left school and startedl time work; this was 2

weeks before my 12birthday.

Most of our attention was focused on Lakenheath warren, whid,iredine war

was laid out as a Dumnaerodrome with runway lights, dummy aircraft etc, as a

demy for Mildenhallwhich as the crovlies is about 4 miles away, and well charted

on most mapsThere was some 300us bombs dropped on the dummy airfield,

before the Germans tesed it was not Mildenhathey were bombing, it was then

that Lakenheath vgturned into a functional airfields the Crow flies our house

was only 3miles fom the airfield, we were issued with a Morrison Air raid shelter,
thswas constructed |ike a table about 3ft
iron legs and a 3/8ins steel top. It was not used yeften as it was much more

exciting outside watchindie Geman planes

On one daylight raid, our next door neighbalLt in the Home Guard. skis Lewis

Gun up on the gate post outsitie house, and had a shotta German Bomber, a
nearneighbour a Home Guard Captain quickly ran and confiscated the gun from his
Lt, shouting you xxxxxxx fool do you want him to return the fire, half the local
population was out watching the German planes, while it lagteds quite

exciting.

When the scond world war was declared | was 13it was a very exciting time, |
knew enough to realise the gravity of the situation.

My eldest brother Ted and my step brother Harold hattil8 when war broke out
volunteered and joined the R AtlRey werenever stabned at the same placeed
spent most of the war in the Middle East, Harold in South Abiit&underland
Flying Boas hunting German U Boats in the Atlantic. My step father wounded in
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the 1stworld waratthe battle of the Sommg@ined the Observer cps my step

sister worked in a munitionsdery in Luton My Mum was a member of the
Womens Institute and the Womens section of thadBrltegion. My other brother

in a reserved Agricultural occupation was in the Home Guandis inthe AT C

(Air Training Corp). We had a young evacuee from London billeted with us, Black
outs Food and Cloths Rationing, Identity Cards and various other restrithiens
events and effects of the war was constantly with us.

Cycling was theaccepted mode of transpdstises were few and far betweérwas
Bury St Edmunds Wednesday and $adays, Newmarket Tuesdays, daly
Thursdays.

School leaving age was 14, when you were expected to find a job and henceforth
pay your way. It waseasoned you wer@soold enough ta@o to a Cinemanot

having onen Lakenheath we went either to Mildenhall 6 miles, or Brandon 51/2, or
Newmarket 12 miles, the cinemas in these places had a small parking area which
was largely taken up by large Cycle sheds, most of their customers gdileeb
Frequently you would seefamily of 4 or 5 cycling to the pictures, one child sitting
at the back of Mum the other 2, one on the back carrier and one on the front seat
fixed to the handlebars Dads bike.

My first job was with a firm called Fitzpatrick, engaged in th@s------ truction of
Lakenheath Aerodrom&leason& Co Ltd was the other main contractor, mainly

Irish workers, my job was with the surveyors, makieg, genally keeping the

office and dafting roomtidy, accompanying the surveyonsth an armful of

wooden pegsTheodolite, Dumpy Level and anything else necessary for setting out
buildings etc, for this | was paid Ai2s.6d per 48 hour weel, the time | was still

in shorttrousers, andfaourse boots. As was the practioghose days yobanded

over your pay packet to your mother, who would then give you pocket money. As
soon as | had saved enough, | bought myself, a pair of long trousers it was quite a
time before | could afford a paif low shoes. It was not uncommon to see boys in
shorts at aged 16 or even oldéou were not paid for bank nor annual holidays and
you could be sacked at a minuets notice, there was a shortage ofdabbout hat di dn’ t
matter much except you lost a few days pay until you found another job, hours were
usually 7urtil 12.in the morning 1hour for lunch andriil 5 in the afternoon

Monday to Friday7 urtil 12 on Saturdays.

My next job when | was 15 yrs oldas at WeetingtheHall, an old countrestate
house that was beingrverted into a military Headquarteas\da large number of
Nisson and Quansit huts wdmebeereded in the extensivgrounds, to house
commonwealth troops of an armoured divisidDaijadian) Prior to the wasion of
occupied France. Wejarold Cash a local lad and |, teamed up with a Mri&dm
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Armsby an old fashioned nwonsense carpenter of the old schgpk who was not
slow in administering a bit of corporal punishment wearhe feltit was needed, |
must say however that he was never vindictive, it was usually because we had
misused his tools, or was slow in understanding his instructions, he treated us as
though we were his apprentices, looking back the discipline and gdingteived

from Mr SamualArmsby (definitely not Sam) was invaluable, and has proved so all
my life. We cycled to work, in the winter time it was dark when wehefnhe, and

dark when we got back is about 7 miles to Weetingometimes we would go via
Brandon other times via Hockwold depending which way the wind was blowing,
hours were 7.30 to 5.00 Mon thru Fri, 12
contracts had finisheduring which time | learnt much about carpentryy Mext job
waswith The OusérainageCatchment Board, more of that later.

During my time at Weeting, the Lakenheath Airfield had become operative. When |
was 14 | joined the ATC, with high hopes of eventually joining the RAF, we were
issued with uniforms and once Lakenheath was up@muing had a fairly free run

of the place there were no fences to restrict our movements, the cemetery road used
to join the Brandon Turnpike part of the roaat across the perimeter track, on our

way to work at Weeting we used about %2 mile of the petem

| experienced my first aeroplane ride at 15 yrs old, in a Stirling Bomber, it was the
practice of some of us to don our uniforms, cycle onto the perimeter, wait for an
aircrew bus bringing aircrew to one of the planes oispedsal stand, bike likead
andcadge a ride, most crews were sympathetic to the pleas of a 15 year old, they
were taking part in a bombing mission that njghtring the day they would take the
plane up tdest the various instruments gbefore the ground crew loaded up with
bombs,out of 30 planes taking part it was not unusual the following morning to
count only 22 or 25 there may be a couple fly in the next day, having landed the
night before at another airfield. We had many flights during this time, crews used to
use the may pubs in the village, one in particular E for Eric used the Chequérs

my Step Father also drank there, during a conversation | was discussed (unbeknown
to me), and my ambition to join the R A F, later my step father said to me that if |
went to the @&persal point for E for Eric at about 10am Saturday morning, | could
possibly have a ride. All excitetlwas there before 10, when the crew arriadter
checkingvarious things, it was, hop aboard young man, | was taken by the observer
to the nose oftte plane and told to lie down in the bomb aimers position, then it was
take off, | must admit that | closed my eyes as the plane accelerated up the runway,
at what appeared to be a terrifying speed, | was a bit too close to the concrete below
me for comfot, when | did opemy eyes, in the position | was, iall | could see

was the ground flashing by, the next thing it felt as if the floor was trying to push me
up to the front gunners position directly above, the runway dropping away beneath
me and we were away. | had no idea where we were going, | thouglg the usual
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short flight to test the various instruments, apparently | was wrong, because looking
down from about 3,000 ft | could see water, quite a lot of it, in fact we were over the
Wash, before | got my bearings and my stomach back in its rigitiqep the Pilot
started various manoeuvres that | could have sworn was impossible to do in a
Sterling Bomber, another surprise was in store, no sooner lsicaightenedip |

heard the clattering of machine gun fire, it was then that | noticed thows in

the sea, these turned out to be targets for the 3 gunners to pitagitigeinnery on,

at the same time the pilot was throwing the plane about simulating taking evasive
action from imaginary enemy fighters. After the gunners had fired of thetireal

ration of ammo, it was ready to go home, as | was to find out, not the easy way, at
least not for me. Apparently we took a roundabout way back to Lakenheath, and
where | was laying, in the nose of the plane, hedgehopping in a cumbersome
Sterling Banber was not the most pleasant of experiences, | had no idea where we
were, trees churches electric pylons and the like were coming towards us so fast it
was impossible to recognise anything, by this time | was beginning to worry about
my st o ma cféel as thoughit @as in the right place, | started worrying

where it would be when | stood up. We rose to a reasonable height and | recognised
Ely Cathedral, the next thing was a shuddering right through the aircraft, afterwards
| was told that it was wén the wheels were lowered and locked in position, the
landing was uneventful, actually | was not in a condition to tell if it was good or bad,
by this time | was beyond worrying abartything. After taxyng round to our

dispersal point, we finally came & stop. Time to get up and go, normally the

easiest thing in the world, but right now things were not functioning as they should,
by the time | managed to get in a sitting position one of the crew had come, with his
help we headed for the centre of the@ne where the door and steps onto the

dispersal point were, we got as far as the mid upper gun position, when | was quite
uncontrollably sick, at last my stomach had finally had enough and gave in, when |
attempted to move | slipped in my own mess, gradplainything | could get hold of,

in my caseit was an hydraulic pipe that serviced the mid upper gun turret, the next
thing was oil pouring outjoweverit had not prevented me from falling in my own
mess, aided and abetted by slippery oil, someone trekat the leaking pipe and |

was helped out onto the dispersal point, at last | could get negsaitjhtenedut,

afterami nut e or two | headed for my bike, when
you think you are off toéclanhgpuneoddyek here yoc
madethemesy ou cl ear it up. Il don’t think I ma d e

eventually allowed to go.

Much latermy Step Father asked me how | got on, oh ok, was my reply, would you
go again he asked, by that time my stomhad returned to normal and | felt fine,
my answer was a definite yes. It was quite some time before he confessed that it was
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a put up job betweemimand the pilot, to give me a rough ride to try and
discourage me from wanting to join the RAF.

Our unoficial and unlogged flights were eventually stopped, when one of the lads

mother complained that her son had flown without a parachute, From then on we

had to have written permission from our parents and A.T.C. commanding officer,

check in at the orderlyoom, draw a parachute, be allocated to a particular plane, at

a certain time, on a specified day, this was quite a longwinded process, and all sorts

of excuses and stipulations were made, that made it almost impossible to meet.

These flights stopped altoggh er when 3 boys in the A.T.C.
were from, were killed, when their plane crashedakeoft

Before all this happened | had one particul e
Affiliation” this ent aiuftricanke, neetihgiugviith er pl ane,
the Sterling at no doubt a prearranged height, once there, thumbs up and away the

fighter pealed, (I had been fitted up with head phones connected to the intercom)

next thing | heard was t hetomomraal gunner calli
corkscrew to the right, there was a pause af
resultant evasive action taken by that Sterling, was unbelievable, had | not been

strapped in | would have been thrown all over the place, this sort ofvitimghe

fighter coming in at various angles continued for about 20 minutes, in order to test

the reaction of all the gunners, and of course the pilot.

The Mildenhall squadron of the ATC of which we warngartof, went to Bircham
NewtonanRAF stationin Norfolk, on a 2 week camp in 1943, while we were there
we had several flights in a Tiger Moth, they were used for training, for those who
don’ t kerdMaeth, iais alsingle enginei Blane, twin seats, front seat was for
trainees, this to me was th#imate in flying, because of its slow speed everything
could be taken in and experienced with relishe Air Field was of grassake off

was a bit bumpyafter reaching a couple of hundred feet qivg® banked to the left,
which gave a wonderful view of the surrounding countryside, it felt as though the
left wing was stationery and we were just twisting rounditie Tiger Moth was a
very man@uvrableplane as | was to find out, it was on my secoighfithat we
looped the loopin a plane with an open cockpit wasite an experience

While at Bircham Newtonve went to the small town of Docking, it was their sports
day, we asked if it was open for anyone to compete, they indicated that it was ok,
little did they know what was coming, Jack Flack (Smea) entered all the sprint races
100, 200, and 300yds, which he won comfortably, Reg Bennett and myself entered
the %2, 1, and 2 mile races, Reg came first and me second in all three, | never
managed to be&eg he had longer legs than me, and he was taller, all three of us
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had been in training for some time and hacktagart in Suffolk county races for the
last 2 years.

Hunstanton was not faway so we paid it a visit, moshops and attractions were
closedand boarded up, barbed wire and other obstacles seemed to be everywhere,
we didn’t stay long as there was nothing muc

Reg Bennett and myself were both interested in navigation, but was lacking the
necessary skills in maths, at that time an eldeidgher was at Lakenheath School
replacing one who had volunteered for the RAF, he agreed to give us tuition in the
evenings after we were home from work, we were 16 at the time, and attended his
evening class to hone up on our maths, it cost us 1s.GwperLooking back it was
probably the best money | ever spent.

My social life was quite hectic, like many others | was one of a gang of boys of
about the same ade/15, about once a week we would cycle to either Brandon,
Mildenhall or Newmarket to theigiures (cinema), having booked our seats with a
2d phone call from a red phone box, there were 3 in the village at that time, later
there were many more, when the operator put you through after pressing button A
you were in touch with the booking clerk,the operatomwas unable put you

through pressing button B you got your 2d back.

Opposite the council houses was a grass field which stretched from Undley road to
Smeath drove, it was mainly grazeldy by Cooks
equipmenis now, there used to be a pond, more about this later. This field was used
as a playing field by all and sundry, the first third was the local football ground. The
second was the village cricket ground, the third, opposite the council houses was
used byanyone who wanted to. In my day it was used by various gangs playing
football, coats or anything else would be put down as goal,puegiple coming

after the start would play with one side or the other depending on how many there
were, teams would be madip of all ageand any quantitijt was not unusual for

there to be 3 of 4 games in progress at any one time, no referee, so no final whistle,
the finish was when it got too dark to see.

At this time 19412 there were many manual workenainly Irish living in
tenporary accommodation on the Lakenhdadke during its constructiariike
many sites and factories throughout the couetforts were made to keep the
workers happythis led to the settingip of Workers Playtime and ENSA whiglas
an organisation set up for the sole purpose of entertaining the many workers
channelled to work in armament factories and remote locations such as Lakenheath,
it was made up of professional, amateur and part time artiatsy local people
worked on tle base and were allowed to attend the various variety shows that were
put on mainly Saturday or Sunday nights, these shows were very popular and well
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attended, always they ended with playing both the English and Irish National
anthems. All too soon theskows came to an end when the base became
operational.

One of my pals Jack FlagkSmed as he was called) lived in a cottage about

200yds down Smeath Drove which is situated opposite South Rd. In front of his

house ran a DitcfDyke) in order to accessshhouse the Ditch had to be negotiated

this was done by walking over the Dyke on a
wideit' s surprising how confi,ewmadarrymgea became a
bike. This cottage like most in the village haainternal plumbing, electricity or

water, water was obtained from the Dyke which was spring fed, lighting was candles

and paraffin oil lamps. It was in this cosy atmosphere that | was introduced to cards

(gambling | suppose) the stakes were quite lowifpérany a timg(480 to the £)

games played were 7 card whist, whist, pontoon, brag, and newmarket, with stakes

that low it was not possible to win or lose very much.

Boys and girls usually stuck to 2, 3, or more of their own gender, it was seldom that
boyand girl went out together until they were seriously courting, | suppose it was a
case of safety in numbers, especially in a village as &lusas ours, where

everyone knew everybody else, where they lived, where they worked, which pub
they used, howld they were, how many children they had(weather they were all
theirs or not), what sort of bike they rode in fact it was difficult to do anything
untoward without someone knowing.

Backto the pond near Undley road,1943 or41 ' m not ,e8alm4whi ch
engine heavy bomber just taken fsfim theLakenheathair field and heading

towards Undley failedo gain sufficient height, and after tearioff the chimney of

the househe southisle at the entranct® Broom road on its waycrashed irthe

area where the pondas, aocal mana Mr Fred Bullenrescued somef the crewa

very commendablact for which he was awarded a bravery medaldamage was

doneto the road that | can recall.

Before the youth clubut occupied the site near whereth@ i | dr en’ s pl ay equi
is, it was originally situated just inside the wall surrounding the Retreat estate, near

to where Palmers drive is. During the time | was a mepdboys choirwas

foormedl don’t recall the man’wasfromme but | do r
somewhere in Europe and had been interned for the duration of the war. The main

pieces weattempted were Negro Spirituals and pieces leaning towards the Religious.

Our chor master was quite religious kas also a conscientious objrcfnot

eveybodyy s cup of tea especially as many young |
forces,) nevertheless he was a good teacher and we reached a stage where we

thought we were quite gopdll too soon he suddenly went away meversaw nor
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heard anynore of himandthe choir died a natural deatBuring this time, 1942/a

Mr’' s Fisher resided i n atusedbtabelengtodt far fr om
Presland a local buildgthere was upstaiis this house a very large attigpe room

with dormer windowswhich she use@s a dance schqathen she opened up, the

cost was 6d a sesdi ogn r,l "cguiotfe aadafuenvd Inyy 'asg ear
what we thought would be a golden opportunity to get bettpraacted with the

girl s, Mr’ s Fi,sunmgthe fwst3s0or 4deissoreo contactt hi s

whatsoever was entertained, even then it was arms length hands resting on partners
shouldersmusic was via a windup gramophone, dances we endeavoured to master

were Waltz, QuiclStep, Foxtrot, St Bernards Walfizhe Barndance, Valeta, also

general ballroom etiquie such aswhich way round to go so as not to impede other

dancers, how to approach a prospective partner for a dance, bearing Imn smmipd s

would be on one side of the room girls on the pterceptfor olderdancersThere

was always a scramble to get a partner for the last waltz, for this dance the floor was

crowded, on occasions the lights were evendimNeslwa days it’'s nothing
around to Jungle music, real dancing seems to be a thihg past

With football, athletics, ATC cinema variety shows, cards, youth cludgnces,
pubs and the excitement of the war with Germany there was never a dull moment.

Pubs most young boys at 15+ frequented pubs played darts or dommaiedy ro

later than 8.3®.000 * c | weweke restricted tohe odd small bottlat was

usually shadynever shortsout of the 1pubsin Lakenheath only 4 sold spirjtthe
remainder were beer only pulbsere seemed to be an unwritten agreement among
the publicans to keep us restricted because we were never allowed to drink very
much and if we went from one pub to another they always seemed to be aware of it,
the bush telegraph in this villageasvery dficient, unless of course ivas because
everyone was nosey.

At the age of 18 my brother Arthwas friends with another ArthuArthur Tuffs
they did a bit of poachindpoth had dogdpld up shot guns (4tens) they were also
deadly with a catapult brogh Arthur could hit a match box on a post at 20 paces
bird perched up a tremn a frosty moonlit nightvas safe Catapults were homemade
t he r ubber 2wapsi3e/ c8e”sslangsaauged to v cr@ch cut from a
Hazel bush (tree) a piece of soft leather was attaichting other ensdlin which to
cradle a stone

As | mentioned earlier, my next job was witH t
assigned to a locabang, 12 imumber, all of whom | knew, Regny running mate

being among them, our job was building and shoring up banks of the Little Ouse

River with Gault (clay)broughtby barge frontlay pits near Elyusually 4 or 5

towed by a tug, the barges, about 30 ft long 102oft wide were unloaded by a
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steam driven Grab Line, mounted in a special barge which incorporated a coal

bunker. Also part of the Grab Line set up was a house boat, this was used by the

Grab Line driver or his mate, whose job it was to remain at thesepf work

overnight, in order to stoke the boiler early in the mornings, to make sure there was
sufficient steam for a 7 o’ cl weekends,t art . Reg
to keep the boilegoingand a head of steam ready first thing Mondaymmy. We

would spend our time fishing, and going to the nearest pub, there was always one

within walking distance, especially where there was a crossing, most of the river

side pubs were beer houses only, didn’'t have
muchabout what age you were, how much you drank depended on how much

money you had, in our case not much, the nearest pubatcthes timewas the

“Green . ”Drnaogoen ectri c, no piped water, no int
brought up from the cellaas and when required, to warm it up one put a poker in

the fire and when nice and red plunge it in the beer, or when old Nat (Nathan) was

not about, stand your mug (pottery not glass) beside the fire, | said when old Nat

wa s n’ tthabvwagecdause he as a thacco chewer, and like all tobacco

chewershe was a master in the art pitsing, if he happened to be sitting the

opposite side of the room to the fire, you might suddenly hear a hissing noise when

one of his brown saliva projectiles flashed asrtt& room into the fire. Apart from

this he was a likable old devil, who had wonderful stories to tell, like many wise old

fen folk, he was good at dressing up even a half good story irgallggood one,

sadly the likes of Mat are getting few and fatveeen, this is probably due to people

not having time to listen to the older generation, in my young days older people

were looked up and listened to, nowadays they tend to look upon us as though we

were never young, nor understand the modern world 4iitd alectronic gadgets.

At about this time, Bomber Harris launched his 1,000 bomber raids on Germany, it
was a sight that will never be repeated, we at Lakenheath are within 4 miles of
Norfolk, in the other direction was Cambridgeshire 5 miles, with soing like 35
airfields per canty, on a 1,000 bomber raid, plus planes per aerodrome all taking
off and circling using their particular flight paths, slowly gaining height, this took
guite a time due to them being loaded with maximum fuel and bomttsn D

miles as the crow flies from Lakenheath were 7 operational airfed@sywhere

you looked and in any direction were planes, mainly Sterling and Larisaster
gradually gaining height, the noise of so many piston engines was quitisiag,

in all directions thesky was full of aircraft, in an area such as ours there is a lot of
sky, then as if by magic, without exception they all turned in a south easterly
direction, they then looked like a flock of raketurningto their roostsafter what
seened like hours they were all gone, after which there was an eerie silence. Next
morning we were up early (before going to work) to see what planes were missing, it
was easy to do this, from a local spot called Maids Cross Hill, our village is only
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about 1 ¥miles as the crow flies from the airfielseparated, by a hill that runs the
length of the village, from there one could see, spread out before you the whole
airfield, it was quite easy to tell which planes were missing, out of around 30 it was
not unusal that 5 or 6 had not returned, or one had crash landed on the waste
ground to the east of the airfield, the reason planes used this area to crash land on
was, they were not allowed to use the runways in case they prevented planes not
crippled from landig. There may also be an odd plane that had to put down at
another airfield, and returned later in the day.

Aged 17

Called Up

While | worked for the Great Ouse Catchment Board, | was summoned to take a
medicalexaminationto determine my fitness for military service, &sv17 yrs 9
months old, | was Al and fit for service. In My call up papers arrived with a
railway warrant, | was required to reportGibraltarBarracks Bury St Edmunds on
8" of June 1945 st 1 Month after my birthday, and so begun 3 years that
completely changed my life, and for which | shall always be grateful.

| managed to g lift to Lakenheath station whidgs 3 ¥z2miles from the village

itself, and is on the Liverpool StreethMwmrwich line, next stop Brandon, then

Thetford, where | changed line for BuSt Edmunds, on arrivind walked to

Gibraltarbarrackspr esent ed mysel f to the sentry at th
come, is thistherighttpa c e ” ? Co me ihersl wakevelloathedvayntee , s o
becoming a soldier. In the next couple of days | and many more went through the

rigmarole of being kitted out, one of the first items that we wlesteed out with

was, a canvas palliassind blster.

Our quarters wer@a wooden barrack room, one end partitioned off for the platoon
corporal and his 2 lance corporals, the remainder of the room was ours, containing
30 bedsoneachwere 3 brown blankets, beds consisted of 5 skgod each 6ft x

6 ins x linch spaced 1A/  ahplé&togeher by 3 cross piecefiron trestles about
15inches high. This plus opaliasse bolster andlanketscompleted our sleeping
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gear, above each bed attached to the wall was a metal box, in which to stow items
needed for daily us@ hings we had brought with wend our civilian clothewere

placed in our kitbageadyto take home with us on our first leave, then it was
outsidewith our paliasse and bolstemarchedo a shed containing bales of straw

and told to fill them up, on our return to our barradomwe were paraded outside

once again, then marched back to the quartermasters storkitieteut with our

uniforms éc, weslowly past the quarter master, who called out to his underlings
whathe considered was your size, you were duly dished out your items of clothing,
which consisted oP battledress, 2pr trouser2 shirts, 2 vests, 2 pantspi3socks 1

hat, 1 greatcoat, | groundsheet, 1 set of denims, 1 cap badge, 1 belt. 1pr puttees, 1
scarf, 1 housewife, 1 mushroom, 1 kitbag, 1 haversack, 1 nap sack, 1 set of
ammunition pouches, 2 pr bopgstowels, 1 flannel and soap, 1 Bexie tins,1

knife, fork and spoon, 1 enamel mu g , > m su
doubt think of i later. We then marched, or rather staggered back to our barrack

room, there to take stock of our new possessions, everything stunk of moth balls or
something much worse, and was well creased, trouble was the creases were all in the
wrong places. The barck room was lit by 4 bare bulbs, a single switch on the wall

near the door of the o r p aaom, Insdoubt so it was close to them at lights out,

in our case 10 O clock, they had a separate
There were no sockets our room, so anything electrical was out of the question, an
electric iron would have been very useful, our corporal was quite helpful, he said put
your trousers between mattress and bed boards this will get them creased while you
sleep, a few days ofiai and error and we managed to get a decent crease in our
trousers, not all the lads were capable of adapting to our changed lifestyhry

boys seemed to adjustore quickly than those from towns, possibly because army

life was more kin to country vays than frontowns.

We had 1 hour from rews to breakfast parade in whichtse the various

ablutions theyonsisted of toilets wash basins and showers, no baths, this was no

hardship fomany of us contry boys as we were not familiaith bathor sfrowers.

At the breakfast parade we were inspected by our platoon Sgt, some lads had not

shaved and tidied themselves, they received a nice polite military dressing down for

not doing so, and were told in no uncertain terms what was expected now that they

wer e in the army, and so to br eaapfohst . Next
pumps and shorts, for use in the drill hall.

For the first 4 weeks (primary training) we undertook various exercises, aptitude
tests, rifle drill, square bashing and related type tasks, which appasendy

designed to assess our coordination, and reactions etc. During the last week of our
primarytraining, we were interviewed by Personnel selection offieeinssejob

was to channel us into various regiments and trades, such as catering, mechanized
transport, infantry, pioneer core, artillery, armoured division and so on, at the end of
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which, we were assigned to various regiments corps etc, and given 7 days leave with
instructions to take our civilian clogéswith us,leave them at homend report to
our allotted regiments when the 7 days were up.

| was assigned to The Suffolk Regint so | did not have far to go, their

Headquarters and training battalion being at Bury St Edmunds, about 16 miles from
my home, with little traffic on the countmpads it was difficult to hitdhike, so |

cycledto and frowhen leave would allow

Havingsettled in our new barracks we now faced 12 weeks of intensive training,

dubbed, orpstraining, haadling Rifles, Sten gns,Piat antitank guns, Bren and

Lewi s machine guns, 2" ggGehadesmodrgtermdes, 3”7 spi
launchers, Bayonet clegjuarter techniques, Land Mine recognition and how to

disarm them. Each time we practiced with any of the weapons, we had to strip them

down, (take them to pieces), reassemble and prime them ready for firing, our

training required us to carry out this pess blindfold.

Once a fortnight we would go on a 10 mile bash (walk), the first onewesting

time for lads whohad not been brought up with boots as their principal footwear, 10
miles on a hot metalled road was quite a trial, we had strict ordets remove

footwear when we stopped for a rest, and to get our feet up higher than the rest of
the body, the pace of the bash was set by the platoon Sgt, who would be at the front
his corporals at the rear, urging on the stragglers. There was no eeshaften

miles were up it was straight onto the firing range to put into practice our weapon
training, or onto an assault course.

Initiative and reliance tests were coupled with bivouacking for a period of one or

two nights, we wre told to pair up, is&da shovel to dig a slit trench, by which

time dinner would be served, | teamed up with a lad from Isleham, both of us

capable of wielding a shovel, and had our ground sheets rigged up over our slit

trench fairly quickly, way before many had even gotdbmblance of a trench dug,

dinner was served to each pair of hungry boys, t he di smay of many it
cooked it was rawyz Ib potatoes, 2 carrots, 1swede, a little pack of salt, 1oxo cube,

1 large onion and 1 Ib of beef, all raw, and told to get on with it. In our case while

one prepared vegetables, the other collected dry grass and dead wood for a fire, out

with the Dixie tins, with thosesort of ingredients we decided stew was the order of

the day, |l " m afraid some of the |l ads hadn’t
maybe they had too much laid on a plate for them by their parents. It was at this

period of my army lié that | shook dfmuch of the inferiority complex | felt, at

being a countrypumpkin amongso called widdéoys from the towns.

Reveille at 6 am, first parade 6.45am, breakfast at 0700, all except those who
thought that being in the wilds exempted theamfrpresenting themselves in an
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acceptable condition, they were required to parade again at 0730, after which they
were allowed to get their porridge.

The climax of our training was taking part in manoeuvres involving Tanks, Antitank

Gun Carriers, Artillery  Ai r bor ne, Para’s and I nfantry troc
carried out on the Stanford Battle Area, which coveraraa in excess of 30.000

acresthe Defence Ministry compulsory purchased the whole iaré842 which

includedthe villages of Buckigham Tofts, Langford, Stanfordfuttington and West

Toftsit is still used by the military today.he villagers have never beeioated to

return to their homes

Live ammunition was used throughout, and it was reckoned that there would be a
1% casualty ratéy the conclusion of the exase, not all dead | might add, but

would include woundsscrapesnd nervous breakdowrsndlads whowere upset

by big bangs. Our task in the exercise was to attack and establish control of a
particular copse. Havingeen giverits precise map referendewasdetermined that

we were about Hiles from our goal, we had already been briefed that an artillery
barrage would be laid down, which would creep forward at roughly the same pace
that we the infantry were advancing, they were positioned a long way behind us,
which meant their salvos walitome directly over our headsverything was going
fine, untilsuddenly we heard a terrifigzveoshing noise like an express train rushing
by; it was the first salvo of shells on thevay to the target aheatlthink we were

all silently hoping that thgirls in the munitions factory had put the right amount of
explosive in the shell cases, so none would fall short. By the time veeinvsight

of our target some 65/#inutes or sdater, the barrage had stopped, we took up a
position near some trees aib@ or 4 hundred yards away, amdre ordered to

targetfire on the leftsideof the copegafter 10 or so minuets we advanaedler

cover ofasmoke screerilal down by t hsafteetédkinggupand e mor t o
positions t h®fpllowed upwita highéxplosiverbonsthis was

done by 3eams, 2 men to each mortar, all was going well when there was an
almighty explosion above one of tteams, the boy holding his mortdid not

notice the spade of his mortar digging into the ground, resuititiie barrel tilting

it a bit more upright with each bontieing fired, the result was, otmbhad come

in contact with a brancbf the tree above, 3 of the dwys were injuredfortunately

or unfortunately depending how you look at it, lying on their stomachs with back
pack and steel helmet, the only vulnerable part was their back side and legs, which
were liberally peppered with shrapnel, their injuries were not life threatetiay

were patched up and taken away, we heard later they were alright but had been taken
off the list for the next posting.

2 days after returning to our barracks we were given 14 days embarkation leave,
there was a lot of speculation as to which battalve were bound for, we deduced
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that it was Malaya, India or Egypt, as it happened it was India. Once again we were
paraded atthg u a r t e rstome,ghis @me’it svas to be issued with 2 pr shorts and
a pith helmet(l thought these had gone out otusith the demise of Lawrence of
Arabia). The next day was a disapptment a lad from Royston anavere taken off

the draft list because we were not yet“a8rs old, which apparently you had to be
before being considered eligible for an overseas pqidgys later the boys were
gone. Our disappointment was short livee were told that we would be indied

in the next overseayraft both of us would be old enouga fewweeks

Mearwhile we would beattached to a garrison platoon doing general duaiter 3
weeks we appeared on company orders along with about 30foroaeother 14

days embarkation leave, on our return, we were told our destination was the First
Battalion The Suffolk Regimen8 Brigadepart of the & Division stationed in

Egypt.

Egypt
The journey to Egypt was to meery exciting, though a bit utitomfortable, to be

guite honesthe excitement overrode the cisnfort for most of the time, we

travelled from Bury St Edmunds by army lorry 20 boys per truck to New Haven,
whereweemba ked on t hel ST Sa padvirdkPdasieed eamer pr e
Boat'Ferry, at least watching the paddle wheels going round went someway to

taking the mind off a churning stomach, our destination was Dieppe northern

France. On arrival we could see eviden€téhe unsuccessful commando raid,

carried out previous to the invasion of mainland Europe. The night was spent in a

bare barn like room, no beds, in fact it was as though no one knew weomearey;

evening meal was cheese sandwiches and a cup of wetybcoa, the alternative

drink was water.

Next day we wee up at dawn and marched taearby railway station, given yet
more sandwiches, with tea this time. After about an hour we boarded a train,
carriages were not too bad, in fact they were betterttiase on the L N E R line

the only ones | had previoustyjown, as we boarded the train we were dished out
more sandwiches and tea and bottled wakeno time at all we arrived at Paris, no
time for sightseeing’z an hour was all we stopped for, agpaly to change
enginesOn the way to Toulom southern Franceur eventual destinatipwe had 3
stopsto take advantage of the very primitive toilets and be fed and waidieed.
stopped a couple of miles outside the town of Tolouse, spending the ttestdafy

and all night on the train, next morning wentinued on our way to Touloon

vacating the train we were once again fed and watered before embarking on the
troop ship HMS Battleaxe alimerican Buit Liberty boat Our quarters was the

lower aft dek, our home for the next 3 days, the vibration of the screw shaft, smell
of diesel, no natural light, we were below the water line, the confined space, was to
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say the least a bit uncomfortable, we were allocated a table for 4 over which our

hammocks werslung, getting settled down for the night amid a seething mass of

bodies trying to get into unfamiliar hammocks, was a lengthy business, and not a

pretty sight, after much hilarious, ovagpe and colourful language, peace reigned,

apart from the occasioheelease of methane gas, | think you could have run the

lights on the gas floating about if you could find a way of piping it to a mantle. The

peace was soon broken by boy’'s dashing to tfF
wererebelling against the Miterranean cruisdaid on for us, courtesy of H M

King GeorgeVl, we hadn’t yet cleared the toe of It
three days to Alexandria.

The galley staff must have had a vegnseof humour, on the menu was porridge

and kppers for beakfast, those who lined wgth only one mess tin, found it

difficult in keeping the two separate, not surprisingly we could have seconds, there
were plenty of kippers to spare, apparently quite a few stomachs were not
sympathetic to kippers.

Troop shig were not built for luxury ocean travel, there being too many troops on
board for all to be on the top decks at any one time, we were therefore allotted
certain times when we were allowed up for much needed fresh air.

The remainder of our Mediterraneamiise was uneventful, exceph the second
daywe were beginning to feel theat;sun from dawn to dusk, no clouds and no
misty mornings was something we were not used to.

On arrival at Alexandria we were marched, to a nearby square where military trucks
were waiting to take us to the Ellioppolis transit camp, situated 2 or 3 miles outside
Cairo. The camp consisted of a few wooden buildings housing those responsible for
administation, the rest of the camp wiants, accommodation for up to eight

soldiers r tent, being a transit camp it comprised of the minimal items consistent
with staying only a few days, until such time as the various units claimed their new
arrivals. In our case we were collected, 3 days after we arrived and transported to
Moascar Gaison, which was situated just outside the town of Ismailia, not far from
Lake Timsa,adjacent to the Suez Candlhile at the transit camp a party of six of

us spent a day sightseeing in Caifo.see at close quarters the Egyptian way of life
was quite edcational, the living facilities left a lot to be desired, although

everything at home was far from perfect, it was much better than that of the
Egyptians. miring our visit three of us had our photograph taken by a street
photographer see below.
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Caro 1945

Life as a soldier in an infantry battalion, was somewhat different to soldiering so far
experienced, |l was assigned to “A” company.
Major, the commanding officer, his adjutant a Captain, a company Sergagnm &
Lieutenant andub Lieutenantsaaccording to how many platoons there were, each
platoon had a Sergeant, 2 corporals, 5 to 8 sections, consisting a lance corporal and
10 to 20 men depending on how many men were available at the time, there were 6
or 8 platoons per company, total of 100 to 150 men subject to availability. The
battalion consisted of 6 or@mpaniesplus motor transporBrengun carriers,

medical, cookhouse pes o nne | , q uraortaraed Headguareersectios;
about 1,006- 1,500 men headed by a Lt. Colonel, second in command a Major, The
Regimental Sergeant Major and a Quartermaster Sergeant plus various admin staff.

Our duties were not very arduoeassnablyr evei | | e v
free from about 2 o0’ clock bakelimmsads. We spent
lounging on the sandy shore and swimming, the Suez Canal was about ¥ a mile

away, the water being quite warm and very salty, it was pleasant to be in. Swimming

to the canal and blavas a common occurrence, our company Sgt Major, Buster

Tyler was his name, broad Suffolk, not only in his talk, he was built like an Ox, the

sort of man who would always be up front and who you would follow anywhere, in
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our swims to and from the canal filevays seemed to be in the right place, if anyone
was in any sort of trouble.

Parallel to the road leading to Lake Timaes the Sweet Water canal, water from
this canal was channelled througgkaby adjacent dwellings collecting waste

materia) including human waste as it made égentual wayack to the canal

Anyone falling in would be required to have all the injections available for any
known disease as the waters contained just about every disease going, It certainly
lived up to its name, it was hanusual to see carcases in a blown up condition
floating by | suppose it was much easier to dump a dead amaotauitable for

food in the canal than bury them

Sport tookup a lot of time for those wheere interested. Football and running
anything fom % to 3 miles on a track, 5 to 15 miles by road or cross country was
my interest, | soon found out that being in the Company and Battalion football
teamsand athletic squads, had definite advantaggsecially when it came to night
guard duties and ragétimes. Football pitches were not of grass the surface was
made up with Camel dung.

Battalion Athletic Team Moascar Garrison 1946

Near the entrance to the Lidolatke Timsa was a transit camp for wives waiting for
transmrt to Australia, and Newealand theyhaving married members of the forces
of those countries, they were maitiglian, using the same lido as us we came in
contact with them quite often. One partaugirl stood out from the re¢at least |
thought s, shehad ’ t g ot likednaost &f thér athiersshe was blond, blue
eyed, and had typic@lryan features, a#ir seveal days much to my surprise she

came over to where | was sitting and daédlo, her pronunciationidd n’ t s ound
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right, | discovered that she could onlyesx Italian we spent all afternoon

communicating as best we couitetlped by illustrating our thoughts by drawing in

the sand, | found out her name was Yolander, limgtie north of Italy, where they

had snow for at least a quarter of the year, that she was able to ski since the age of 5,

had been in the transit camp for 6 weeks, and their respgcove er nment s di dn’ t
seem to beloing anything much to help them orihway, been married for 5

months before leaving Italy, was just 21 years old, | was not yet 19. The camp they

were in was well run, a strict curfew 8 in t
observed. We enjoyed eacht h eompagy and spent many hagmurs on the

shores of lak@imsa even though communication was difficult, all too soon their

transport arrived and it was goodbye to a pleasant episode in both our lives, we had

not exchanged addresses so we never heard from each other again, hiike to t

that everything went well for her in her future life.

On 4th &nuary 1946l waspleasantly surpriset bepromoted to Lace Corporal
the down side walseing transferred away from my friends and assigned to the
section running the Officers Mess. Msst job was a barman, no money was
involved, | was supposed to know themesof the Officers who patronized the bar
what they drank, with whom, and charge it to the correct account, at the end of my
first shift | endeavoured to bring the entriesiaethaccount book up to dat
certain that several officers at the end of that month received mess accounts they did
not completely understand, after a while | became, or so | thought, a reasonable
bar man. Maybe | wasn’t seoMegs®dgtdecidethlecause, aft
should have a go at waiting table in the Officers main dining room. The ritual and
protocol observed in an Officers Regimental dining room was quite something, it
would take many pages to explain all that went on, especially ongafalhight,
when dress uniform is a musind the regimental table silver was usadny lowly
Lieutenants wanting to leave and go to the cinema, or where ever, dare not move
until the Colonel rose to take coffee in d@ngteroom, they would then make asta
for the door, if this happened too often the Colonel in quite a loud voice would ask
no one in particular, where Mr so and so had gone, knowing full well that someone
would convey his remarks to the erring Lieutenants, who would be reluctant to go
nextt i me . |l didn’t | ike waiting on table in tF
known to my company commander Major Rawlings, who promised to see what he
could do, 2 weeks later | was back in the platoon.
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No 2 Second Row 1946

Moaska Garrison was very largéousing anything up to 20,000 troops, nearby was

a prisoner of war camp containing 1,000 s of
troops, many of whom worked in the military hospital and the various craps

made up the garrison.

Our time was taken up with guard and escort duties. Most of the camps were
enclosed by wire fenceso apart from having guards on the main gate 24hrs a day,
the entire perimeter had to be continually patrolled, many of theenadipulation

were expert at gaining entry, once in, it was simple to slit the side of a tent and slip
inside, at night it was fatal for anyone to lean their kit leagingagainst the side of

the tent, and next morning to discover a slit where the githaa been, stealing was

a way of life for many Egyptians, with very few possessions, and poor expectations,
their moral code was neery high

2 armed men soldiers wedetailed to be in the back of any vehicle leaving the
camp, to pevent anyone jumpin and throwing the contents out to acquices
somewho would slowor stopthe trucks progress on some pretext or other. Certain
sections of the railway lines, roads and stretches of the Suez Canal, had to be
patrolled to ensure they had not been taegbevith. We often escorted sappers if
locations suclas bridgesvhich had to be inspected and cleared of suspect material,

Near the end of August the battalieft Moaska Garrison andransferred,to a

place called Fayedyhich wasnext to the Bitter lakedurther along the Suezanal
toward the Red Sea, our platowaspart of an advance party charged with the task
of setting up themew campweapparently did a gabjob, as a reward we wer
offered a 1/2 half hour tri;m a Dako&, whichwas operating from a nearby air strip,
I di dn’ t e n,jitwas rathér a bumpy yide,nots oftair pockets over the
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desert and the Sinai mountains, we had no seats just the bare floor, there were straps
along the sides that we could hango, the plane was used mainly for carrying
freight.

On 239 April 1946 | was promoted to full corporal and transferred to another
platoon, 3 weeks later | was sent on a N€&@rseto Port Tewfik a place near where
the Suez Canal enters the Red Sea, concentrating mainly on mine tayiag,
recognition, various typese were likely to come across, which ones could be
disarmed, and those requgian expert knowledge falisposal.

Nothing very exding happened during the next few months, it was swimming,

guard duty, patrols, athletics and football, it is the later that ismaomention, on

Saturday 21st Bcemberl946 while playing football for A company on a Camel

Dung surfaced pitch slippedput t i ng my | eft hand out to bre
my hand finshed up under my shoulder, Capt@at, referee at the time, called over

one of our company medics who confirmed that my elbow was dislocated, | thought

it had snapped in half, they decideshould be taken directly to the hospital, they

got me to my feet, gingerly moved my arm into a more manageable position, and

carted me off.

On arrival at the field hospital, similar to the dbndepicted on the television series
Mash.l had to wait to battended to, because they were busy setting some poor

guys leg, it was quite an eye opener, the waiting area was purely an extension of the
operating room, so you could see all that was going on, first they put him to sleep,
then one orderly held hishouders while another pulled on his foot, the doctor stood
by the patients side feeling the broken bones, and giving the foot holder instructions
to pull and twist this way or that, until he was satisfied the bones were lined up,
splints were then appliedhé Doctor left the orderlie® apply a plaster cast turned

to me saying, what can | do for you young man. After what | had just witnessed |

didn’t want him to do anything, I just want e
table football shirt cut off, cldroform was applied to yonose and mouttne said
countb t en, I can’t ,iveokeaumibastrange eoacontainingg t e n

about 30 beds but onlyw@ereoccupied, after a minute or two | was offered a cup of
tea by an orderly who turned outlie a German POW, apart from the medical staff
the whole hospital appeared to run by them, and very efficient they veere to

With Xmas coming up | wanted to get back to our camp to be with my friends, but

was told, no hope, at least a 14day stay. | wagdsstith a sky blue uniforphis

was so you were easily identified as a hospital inmate, and could immediately be

spotted by the Military Police i f out of 't he

Monday 2% Dec: two friends came to see nienquired as tavhat was laid on
back at camp over Xmas, apparently nothing special at all was planned, apart from
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the usual Xmas far@lus a bottle of Stella beer and a tin of 50 cigarettes from the

Red Cross, we had a long discussion about what we could do, the watd PO

orderly invited us to accompany hiim his campwvho were holding a Xmas eve

party, with only hospital bluesgaidlwo ul dn’ t be abrhydrierd® go anywh
said if they could come to the camp with me they would srheugny uniform into

the hospitaleverythingwas agreedta 4 o’ cl ock t hey arrived, whe
was up, 3 left instead of 2, we were met by our ward orderly who escorted us to the

POW camp.

Boy oh boy were we in for a surprise, they had joinesedqueesogether, dug

down to creat@lenty of head room, formed seating at the sides out of the hard sand,

foam rubber for cushions, about 20ft of the left side was made into a bar, we were

asked what drink we would like, as welked toward the bar we asketdhat have

you got, their questn what would you like, was not as silly as it sounded, there was

at least 6 different types of beer, 10 optics containing various whiskeys , gin and

brandy’ s, sherry, port and | iqueurs were on
trays of food appeade, opposite side to beforewabar whi ch |
small stage, onto which 5 men with their instruments set up and began to play, not

Oompha music, but all the latest Vera Lynn, Ann Shelton and Bing Crosby hits,

after another couple of drinkkings became a little hazy, we were fast reaching the

stage of having one too many.

Lights out back at ourO’ cdmpiriemdasetoffitt O’ cl oc k,
get me back to the hospital, Withe intention othemthen going back to barracks

onarrival one of them Jeff Sawyer, flopped out on one of the vacant beds, in no time

at allhewas fast asleep, the German orderly settled him in the bed and iddicate

my other mate, Don Housdém another offte beds, saying he would wake them

early enough for them to be gone by the time the duty medical officer did his

morning rounds, true to his word they were woken up with a nice cup of tea. We

were invied back to the POW camp for Neveas Evein the meantimemy

uniform was hidden inme of the vacant beds.

New Years e provedd be even better than Xmas etlgere seemed to be more of

everything, more food, more drink, and more entertainnbevas the best New

Years Bve | had experienced, neither of us were hardened enough drinkers t

stomach all that was offered, but we still managed to drink enough so that we

needed escorts back to the hospital, this ti
friends stayed the night and were gone by the time | woke in the morning. Nothing

much else appened during the rest of my stay in hospital, | was finally discharged

on Saturday % January 1947.
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On the 6 January | was put on light duties by way of convalescence until January
20,

Palestine.
11" Jan an advance party, about 150 of us left Fayed to set up camp at a pldce calle
Quatina in Palestine. We set Sinhidesettt 4 o0’ cl ock

After covering several miles ahead of us appeared to be what looked like a heavy

snow storm, the whole sky was full with what looked like large snowflakeseas w

got closer what we thought wasowflakes were in fact Locustepusand®f them

hitting the sides of our truckhey were anything from 2 to 3inches long, as far and

as high as you could see was nothing but Laguistook the best part of 11fiburs

at a convoy speed of about 15 miles an hour to get clear of them, | had of course

head about locust storms from my Siay school days, causing Plaguel

Pestilence in Biblical Palestine and Egypt, but the size of this storm was absolutely

awesome. We arrived at Quatina at 1affi J@n, next day we started erecting tents

in preparation fothe arrival of the Battalion who were due off'18n Mon 18 it

started raining, the first rain we had seen since last April, it rained steadily for the

next 3 days making things very difficati erecttents, on day 4 | waskan off tent

duty and asgined 1L/corporal and 2 privates to escort a political prisoner to Sara

Fanda placein neighbouring Jordan and hand him over to the Jordanian police, this

done we returned to camp imig to welcome the Battalion tbeir new home It

started raining agaj anddid it rain, it was the sort of rain you get at home during a

violent thunderstorponly difference wagt lasted for the next 3 days. According to

my diary the continual rain had turned the camp into a sea of mud. On'tliag?2

our Company Commander had all the compgn NCO’ s on paaade and gav
dressing down for having muddy bogasid looking untidy, that it had rained for

several days aneiverywherevas a sea of mud, tents pitched on a sloping site no

roads or pat hs waawaysoequiredtoset @n,exalp@ndde a r
correctly turned out, he was a nice enough c
tick all the boxes, yetooking back it would have been the easy way out to let the

mud win.l came off Ight duties on 20Jan 1947 Two days latet wassummoned

to the compang o mma naffieer(tens) and was informed that as of Sunday 26

Jan | was to take on the duties of Company (
turned outthat until further notice was ¥éMarch.

on19" March we struck camp, our destination was Jerusalem, the followingaday s
us on guard duty at Zone.Jerusalem was divided into 4 zonesBAC, and D, no

one was allowed to pass from one zone to another unlesssession of a special
pass. It wa a tese time it seemdoth Arab and Jewvereintent on killing one
anothemwe had the unthankfiidsk of keeping the two sides apart.
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In A zone was Government House, the residence of the Governor of Palestine
GeneralSir Alan Cunninghamit fell to ourplatoon to provide security for

Government Houseur stint was 24hrs on and 24 hours off, the house stood in

about 10 acres of shrub and wooded grounds on a hill overlooking Jerusalem. It was
surrounded by a 10 foot chain link and barbed wire fencesrttrance was manned
continually, the surrounding grounds were patrolled at irregular times using different
routes. On his, General Sundgsohlrcheernaunni ngham’
in Jerusalemit was routindor himto call out and inspect the gud, | duly lined

them up complete with a bugler, we present@asaand the bugler sounded the

General SaluteSir Alan waited until he had finished then saidw the correct one
bugler, the correct one beindpe Royal Salutéecause, as Governbe was

representing the KingApart from guard duties at government house, we were called
on to man road blocks at the various zone access points, also prowles rpaindy

at night, which is when the illegal Jewish immigrants were most acte, th

appeared tbethe main instigators of troubled Palestine, theiufe andirst prime
ministerwas a very activand was undoubtedly the prime cause of the many British
casualties suffered during 194iid8. One of our officers summebd situation up,

when he saidPalestine is being taken by the sword, and one dayjoséit by the

sword If every ethnic group claimed the piece of dirt their ancestors originated on,
the whole world would have to be reshuffled.

Jerusalem 1947

Blowing up the King David hotel in Jerusalem in which many service menwlad
a prime example of Jewish terrorist activity, as was the callous moir@eSergeant
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who were kidnappedny diary tells me that some 10,000 troops wenpleyed on

the 14", 18" and 16" of July1947, in the search for therthey were eventually

found in an orange grove nehe town of Nathania, hanging from a tree, not
satisfied with that, they were booby trapped and the finders were injured retrieving
the bodies, the ironical realization of all this is, it was western money, mainly from
America that was financing so called good uprigérsected Jews

We had a trip to the Dead Se¥ April, roads were very poor winding and steep,
secretlyl wasquite relieved when we finally arrived. Our attempts to swim in the

Sea turned out rather comical we soon discovered that it was fatglegour eyes
because of the very high salt content, to swim was almost impossible, due to it being
so buoyant. The journey back to camp was much better than going down, probably
due to the fact that going up wdswger and there was less likedy us ruming out

of road at one of the many hairpin benBlgidence of vehiclesunning out of road

could be seen beloat several of the bends.

A bit on the brighter side, | had a little too much to drink on my 20th birthitay 7

May19471 can’'t recall any detail sJwe® | must ha
1947,1 was promoted to Sgt, it was a nerve racking day wondering what devilish
things were in store for me on my first visi

were old hands andere quite ready to belittle a newcomer and have a bit of fun at
theexpensef a new memberas it happened | need not have worried, the

Regimental Sgt MajoiRSM Tradinnisent his runner to bring me to his quarters,

and from therdetook me intothe Sg’ s meng would adae rag me while the

RSM was there. | often wonder what would have been my fate had it not been for an
understanding RSM.

On 15" August | was informed my UK #ve had at last come throughhitd been
due since $March. | was tdoe at Port Said (Egypt) transit camp on Thursday 21
August. | went via Gaza arriving at 0430hrs, next a@iay700hrs we embarked on
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the ArundalCastle a Passenger liner plyibgtween Australia and Southampton, it

wasafter experiencing the troop shiptBeaxev er y | uxur i ous, t here

our cabin and | was to experience a cruise of a lifetadling at Malta on 28
August,Gibraltar on 2%, finally docking in Southampton on Saturday'3The
weather was good during the journey, even tag & Biscay was quite calm, apart
from large rollers which gently swayed the ship upsetting a few touchy stomachs.

We disembarked Sund&i*;1 got as far as my Aunt Mary' s

stayed the night, finally getting home 1500h¥sSkptember 1947

Nothing much happened while | was on leave, it was the usual rolnegpf

women and songn that order, nothing very serious, just testing out the water so to
speak, not the bedrknew what that tasted like it was the other that Mknery

little about, however | was a willing pupil, even so | returned to Palestineenpt v
much wiserin that respedhan when | left.

14" October 1947, embarkehe Liner Otrantoin Southampton 100 hrs left at
2300.A pod of Porpoisentertained us for a couple of dafsey seemed to enjoy
putting on a show for us, we did not call at Malta, but went straight to Port Said
where we arrived oh9" 0700hrs, got to Port Said transit camp 1330 West on
guardduty 1800 hrs 28 until 0600hrs the 2st Next day we left for Palestine going
via Gaza arriving atydia 0930hrs Friday 2rd, then on to Jerusalem

12" Nov, a bomb exploded in the Ritz hotel causing lot of damage and many
casualties. Aparfrom minor clashes between Arab and/dewith us in between

trying to keep the peace, guard and check point duty, nothing much happened up to
Christmas which came and went with not so muchrasmtion in my diary, it must

have been an uneventful occasiorthe moment | hae been unable tocate my

1948 diary

Enjoyed a few days leave mid January, visited the main high spots in Jerusalem such
as the Wailing Wall, Church of the Ha8epulchreand Garden oGethsemaneon

another day we paid a visit to Bethlehem alaareth apart from siteseeing, guard

duty, night patrols and escort duty nothing vergitixg happened during the

remainder of my stay in Jerusalem, in February | was on my way home on demob,
this entailed another adse through the Mediterraneaalling at Malta andsibraltar,

finally docking in the port of Liverpool, from there the next stop was Aldershot
Barracks, where we were issued with civilian clothes, in my case and that of many
more t included a navy blue pin gped suit, stinking of moth balls, the word

stinking isquite deliberate as the word smelling was not strong enough, actually it
wasn’t a bad suit, at | e awasnottinragpadsitiontowh at
judge it being the first suit | hadver owned, From now on | wasiailian and
responsita for, though not always in charge of my future
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One thing is for sure, going in the army a countriygyavith a hugeinferiority
complex | came outhaving discovered that the so called wide boys were not so
wide after all and that my earlier upbringirgad prepared me to become
independent and resourcefuihich stood me in good stead amndde me
determined in makinthe most of life.

End of part 1
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Part 2

For almost three yeaod army life where mostiecisions were made for me, | was
not prepared in any wap suddenly become a self startérat isuntil my demob
money had all but disappearéd” m a s h a,mmaidly on loeer spawng foodthl
and eying up the 150 youhgnd Army girlsin the Lakeheath hostel, which,
incidentaly was the largest land army hostel in the country.

| was about Gveeks into my leave before | met Bettyy future wife, in the

meantime | had socialised with several of hertemporaries, in that short timand

my horizonsand knowledge of th&ir sexhad broadened considerably. It was at a
football match that | took notice of a grouplaind Army girls, standingn the

touch line cheeringone girl in particular was having difficulty in keeping her blouse

(I believe satin) tucked in her skirt. The match finished, | changed, collected my
cycle, and asate (uck) would have it | caught up with the cheering girls, the one
with the slippery blouse was on the outside of the gang who were taking up most of
the roadthere were not many cars around in 1948en | got nearer they started
cheering once again, the one with the slippery blousied to avoid, but

accidentally went to close, | stopped to apologise, | was quickly surrounded by
taunting girls | found thingsa bitdaunting I don’t real lnextknow what
but | found myself talking to the girl with the unruly blouse, gettirigva yards

behind the others, we webeing subjected to much banter and laughter, the upshot
was, the girl withthe unruly blouse and | arranged to meet the next evening, thus
started a courtship that was to continue for over 60 years. Incidentally 2 of those
girls were bridesmaids at our wedding on August 6th 1949.0ur first meeting was
sometime in April 1948. Bettwas 18, 19 on theJuly 1948, | was 2Gnd would

be21 on 7" May.

One of Betty’'s | obs -swdk(ybuhgeBullocksipboeshimas t endi ng
stock yard situated at Christmas Hill Fammot far from Lakenheath railway station,

the farm compsed of a range of buildings, seveeaiclosure about 100yds x

100yds in which wereattlemangers and hay racks, the hay racks were situated and

attached to the side walls, mang@ere doted around in the enclosukecart horse

was saddled up and backbetween tla shafts of a tumbreaken to a haystack to

collecthay,thento the stock yard to be forked into the hay racks and mangers. After

filling the first manger Betty got down from the ¢dd lead the horse to the next

manger even sothe @artwas bumping intothem | sai d, why don’t you
cart, and call to the horse to stop and start as you,\ker reply wasf you cando

it better wBIlgsslko atthat time ehe hat moydea | had spent much

of my young life in and @und a farm yard where horses were the roaurse of
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power She wagamazed that this young man, just out of the army, was able to
control the movements of a horse simply by word of mouth, | felt quite smug abou
this, and definitelythought Ihad scoredome brownie points

Betty left school aged 14er first employment was scullery maid at a local farm.
Her Mother reasoned that this was a better position than the alterneticé was
SmedleyFoods jam and preserviactorylocated in the villaggGarr Vale
Chesterfield Derbyshirggll other occupationghe village was predominatedy
coalmining community) was associated with coal arsdlty- productsHer next

job, again arranged by hé&tother, was kitchen maid (live in) on tHauke of
Devonslire’ €hatsworth estatén the house oMajor Hartopsagent to the Duke
occupying Chatsworthlouse at that timeHer mother came from Nottingharand
although her husband worked, apart frotwbrld war service in the army, in the
mines all his life she had a disitt dislike of mining which was probably due to the
fact that her grandmother had worked underground from (like many of children at
that time) the age df2. She seemed determined that none ofdieidren would
work in the mining industr.

Betty Aged 16 No 2 Betty Aged 17 No 3

From her motheand beingkitchen maid at Major HartopBetty learned the

cooking skills that | reaped the benefit of later on. Her next job at the age of 16 was
assistant cook (again live in) atthee r b y s h i rconvalEdem Bome a
Skegness.
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Betty aged 17 a®kegness Betty in the Land Army 1947

2 N LT
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1948 Betty on the left

18 Monthslater. Januaryl947, she joined the Land Armgndwas posted to
LakenheathAt first, she did various jobsisually in gangs of 5 orl@eeding,
hoeing, potato picking, bird searg, harvesting and general agricultural wokker
abou 3 months she was assigned to Christmas Hill fabout 1/2 mile from
Lakenheath Railway station whicwas 3 miles from the village, there she was
taughtto drive a Fergusson tractor, whialas used for vaous duties around the
farm, howeve thiswas not a fulltimgob, the rest of hetime was taken up with
mucking out the cattle yasgdfeeding and watering the stqaitc. It was working
round the farm yal and tending cattle slveas doing when | came onto the scene.

Betty ona FergusonMAY 1948 wearing my redundant tunic
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My wayward way life continued for another 3 weeks, befaealised,| must find
myself employment, my demob money was fast running out, which was another
incentive for finding a job.

Holland Hannon and Cubitta, construction firm based in London, were contracted
to erect several barrack blocks, along with roadsather support works, at R A F
Lakenheath. | cycled to the site office, and, duly applied for a job, being qualified in

handling various types of weapons, didn’
offered a labouring job, which | accepted. | préesend my sel f prompt |l vy

the following Monday, and was assigned to a concrete gang, | found that | was the
only one with brand spanking new overalls and wearing a tie, | must have stood out
like a sore thumb, the tie was in fact the idea of mystldeother, who maintained

that if you wanttogetgf wear a tie”, as things turned

On the Wednesday of that week, #ieforeman came looking for a likelyody to
be assistant to tretorekeeper, | was called over and offered the job, on a
probationary basis, of course | accepted, it appearelol my t d&deige tosvear a
tie was working

The job entailed allottingquipment aa tools required for thevorkmen to carry out
their various tasksordering cement, sand and ballast, as indented for by the
different gangers, altogether it was much more interesting and easier than pushing
barrows of concrete around. Our incentive to keep the gangs supplied with the
necessary materials was tloair bonus was linketb that earned by the gangs. 2
weeks into the jod was informed that, the storekeeper was leaving and going to
another site and that | was now the storpked his job lasted for abouty&ars,

with the contract finished, | wasw faced with finding alternative employment.

In the meantimefollowing on from my first date witliBetty’, our lives had

continued to become entwined, to the point that | paid a visit to her homegto

her parents, who lived Barr-Vale, Chesterfield Br by s h i rDad wadBaecoat y ’
miner and spoke broad Derbyshire, when talking to medderan effort to cut the
theet hi ne and t hou’
hi m, |l only hoped my yes or no’ tatwer e
nightt o his working men’s club for a dr.i
speaking adreign language, occasionally | was brough itite conversation, |

hopemy nod andprobablysickly grin made sers The weekend over, | returned to
Lakenheath leaving Betty at her home until the followiregk.By June of that year
(1948) | had figured at in my mind roughly what | wanted to do with my life, first
things first, | needed a partner, without doubt the finest and most important decision
| would ever make was asking Betty to marry me. She said yes, | then outlined what
we were in for, (1) | wated to work for myself(2) own my own place, (3) raise a
family, and (4) be happy doing it. My assets at that time hardly measured up to my
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ambition., they were about £20 in cash, nothing in the bank, a bicycle, football gear,
a set of Sunday, work, am@sual clothes, a job paying-A9 shillings a week

including bonus paymentbut before deductits, and no hope of a windfall from

my parents.

With stars in our eyes and fear of the futurewe decided there and then to get

engaged. Next stepwastbtt our parent’ s, mine were no
were a different kettle of fish, being of the old school, apparently it was necessary

for me to formally ask her Father for her hand. On my next trip to-\Cale in July,

| was faced with this daungrtask, in the event everything turned out ok, the many

things | had rehearsed over and over in my mind | promptly forgot, | was reduced to

that of a dithering fool, | was rescued by her Father who must have been previously

put in the picture, for he cutershortand saigd Ay lad you can get engaged, but let it

be engaged min@ wonder what he meant).

2 weeks latewe decided to gmtBury St Edmund& choosea ring, we chose one,

it depleted my £20 somewhat, in fact by B8shillings, from now on it was

courtship on the cheap, desperately trying to save enough money to get married, we
soon realised thataiting until we had enough wasot an option, seve sd in

motion the process of setting a date for our wedding. After discussions with all
concerned, we settled for August $949, where we would live so far as | can
remember, was never discussed, we quite naturally assumed that we would join the
family andlive at home. The familfiving at home at théime consisted of Mum

and Dadstepfather)my eldest brother and his pregnant wife. Looking back it all
seemed quite natural and expected, there being a chronic shortage of houses at that
time, waiting for me to rent was out of the questiamd inany event, we all lived
together quite happily. Looking back it
and good management.

Our courtship had followed, | assume, a normal pattern (anyhow we considered
ourselves quitenormal), we had the usual frustrating moments that | amsost
couples experieng®ne particular obstacle, particular to the Land Army uniform
was corduroy breeches, complete with the usual flaps and numerous buttons, this
was something nst courting couples have no experiencebaf, once mastered,

was one frustration out of the way

We were married at Bolsover (Chesterfield) parish churcHolugust 1949 our
reception was held atthe Cafral e wo r ki nTghemambers wereqibgu b .
to Hunstanton on a day trip the next ddy We had made arrangements to have our
honeymoon there, and were offered a free bus ride, which, with money being pretty
tight was very welcome.
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WEDDING 6" August 1949 Honeymoon

On our return we were given use of the largest of the 2 back bedrooms, our union
was soon proved fruitful, Betty fell pregmta2 months after we were married, our

first son was born 18th June 19%8ile we wee still living with my parentsoldest
brother, his wife and son, who was born the same day as Prince Chiaees.

following year we were fortunate enough to rent 2 roams, up and one down,

from a local farmefiving at Chalk Farm 13 Hight&etat a rent of 10shillings per
week.None of the rooms had a power point, we had one put in the downstairs room,
| purchased a Baby Bellinglectric Cookerwhich we placed on topfa table,it had

1 square plateand a smalboven it was our sole means of cooking, water was
obtained from a pump situated at the back of the haveter for making Tea,

washing up, in fact for all tasks where hot water was required was heated rither o
the Belling cooker plate or on the open finnich was the only means béatng,

there was no way to heapstairs, no bathroonn fact no indoor plumbingoilet

was situated at the back of the howsdé, | a bit antiqubuad by toda)
least we were on our own.

Moving was not a problem as our possessions were few, for a small fee a friend
offered the use of his pony, and cart, the job was completed in one trip.
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Soon after moving | had a change of jobs, it was working for the American Post
Exchange their equivalent NAAFI, except they sold everything from chewing

gum to motor cars, the Americans arrived at LakenheatB51, it wasatthe height

of the cold way B52 Atomic Bombers were in operation at that time, my job was in

a warehouse helping to make up and book out goods as requested by the Lakenheath
and Mildenhall Post Exchange (Shops) managers. | was in this job for about 9
months when | was summoned for interview with the officer in charge of the

Post Exchange, a Captain Grimshao was a Pilot in the USAF, | was offered the
position( on probationpf accountability clerk, which entailed keeping accounts
relative to the two exchanges, | accepted, and immediately received a rise from £6
0-0 per week to £8-0, it was quite a rise, it must have gone to my head, for | paid a
Mr Barley Porter of Thetfa, a deposit of £30-0, being 10% down payment on a
cottage that was shortly coming vacant, a decision | was later to regret.

Later that yeaf952 2%' July our 2 child; a daughterwas bornAs we had not got
basic toilet and bathroom facilities Snsaas born in Newmarket hospit&luring

this time not once did Betty complain or bemoan her lot, with 2 babies living in 2
rooms minus basi@amenitiesafforded plenty to find fault with, | take comfort from
the fact that when it came to selecting a mawegs spot on.

At about this timeSir Charlton Brisoe, owner of thélall Estate, was selling 1 aer

plots of building land, at £126s-0d a time. This was somethinglddun° t mi s s,
only trouble was, muchof my wealth was tied up as a deposit caotiage | no

longer wanted, after much discussion we decided that | must bite the bullet so to
speak, get on my bike, and cycle to Thetfddi miles awayfind out where Mr

Barley Porter lived, and politely ask for my deposit back. After heanypgeaso

for coming to see hirrhe gave méack the £3@-0 deposit | had paid him, wished

me good luck for the futurend hoped it would not be too long before | was able to
build my dream bungalow. Cycling tlato Lakenheath with the £3B0 in my
pocket,thgournrey home didn’'t seem half so far.

That year a friend of mine, he was my eldest sons God Father, offered me his part
time insurance agency for the Royal Exchange Assurance,10% commission on all
premiums collected, it sounded good to me so | aepted, itwas very profitableand
interesting it lasted just on 10years. | had the use of a piece of garden from the
farmerwhose rooms we rentebor gr owi ng v egepobobl| e’
ground that Mentured into the business of flower growing, finst effort was not
very successful, full of anticipatiohreceivedmy first return fom a salesman at
Covent Gardent was a No salaccompanying jtwas a notevhich saidFlowers
were nice, pleasleave the storks on next tirapparently | had cahem all far too
short, | wondered why | had managed toggemany bunches in the bd»also had
the use of a disused cow shedhich | turned into a worksp. | had previously
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enrolled in avoodwork courseat our local school was interested in workinwith

wood after having worked with Sam Armsby at Weeting Hall when | yeasger.

My first effort was a Bby €ot, it turned out quite goo@nd itwas certainly robust

because it saw service for dlthildren. These were spread out over several years
1Johnwasborn8J une 1950 weight 61/"9uyd3%2 next “Sus
weight 7Ibs, followed by James borfi Quly 1960 weight 9lbs, the last, Pauds

born 4" October 1964 wighing 11bs.

Easter 1953, we are on the veaagain, this timabout 1/2a mile to the land army
hostel where Betty was billetadhenin theLand Army, the buildings had been

taken over by th#lildenhall District @uncilwho turned them into flatst was pure
luxury, a kitchen sink with hot and cold running watethbaom and flush toilet,

my first experience of living in accommodation so equipped. Agaernwere moved

by my friend and his pony, but with his 4 wheeled cart this time, it took 2 full loads
soduring ourtime in rooms we had accumulated quite a lot.

The nextdoorneighbourto our new homevorked for a Mr Rolptwho owned the

property | would eventually buy. One day during conversation he mentioned that Mr
Rolph was thinking of selling up, it being a large holding, insalme 3.15 acres, he
was in his 70 s and |iving alonehis To attain
wasthe ideal property. Istood in the high streabout 160ft frotage the house

consisted of 4 bedrooms, 4 rooms downstairs, kitchen sink, cold eratap, a

leanto veranda, running the length of the house, which was 30ft long x 8ft wide,

(the veranda not the house), a door at eiterand one in the middlgnis led to the

back lawnwhichwas about 40ftx40ft, a summleouse opposite the verandas
completely covered in a Montagkematis. Coming out of the back door, turning left

to the veranda side door, led directly to the outside bucket tiodet was no indoor
plumbing from this door to the toilet was trellis work covered appieiely wih

Honey Suckleand we later found out a large Nelly Moskmatis, the toilet itself

wasa wonderfukontraptiona box like affair, behind your baclk gou were sitting

down, was, a ornamental wooden box galvanized lined, a hinged lid alongpghe

for filling with saw dust, when sitting arithndy for your right hand was a handle,

when pulled upthe mechanism scooped a measured amount of the saw dust over the
result of you sitting there, this toilet is @mtesent in the Mdenhall museum.

Old Toilet- This was boxed in with a hinged door at the front giving access to the
bucket.
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Old Toilet

The other veranda door led a large yard approx 50x50ft, this was completely
enclosed by a row of sheds, and 6ft high gates adjoiningdghestreet, opposite

them was a largagricultural barnye later turnedt into a garden shop. Loaig to

left of the summer house wa range of outhouseshich stretchedo the bottormof

the kitchen gardejust beyond the summer house, they comprised a stable, complete
with manger and hay rack, above this was a hay loft. The whole no doubt was home
for the family Pony and Dickgart. Adjoining this was the Wash Housemplete

with a copper, copper, and a large mangle, which8iadhrollers, and stood in a

cast iron frame, total height about 5ft 6inches. Next was the meal shed, in which was
kept in different bins, meal of various sof®sstoss (made from maize and flaked,
very much the same as corn flakes), and bran etc. Thehedlwas next, in which

were keptalawn mower, rollergarden, hedging, DIY tools, and work bench. Next

was a range of cattle sheds, where house cows would have been stalled. Beyond this
was a gate leading to the orchard, in all, fromtthlette to the cow shedswas

about 120ft, the whole, which was not bordered by lsreds and house, was

fenced by a privet hedge 6ft high, the kitchen garden was abgdsg ¥ @0yds,

complete with raspberry canes, strawberry and asparaguslitedgathways were
edgedwith Box hedging about 12 inches high xv&le. In all the domestic area

covers 0.420 acres, ordinance survey map number 879.
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Going through the gate mentioned above led to the orchard, in which were many
varieties of apples and plums, therergvBeauty oBath, Worcester Peanan,

French WorcestelCoX s Or a n ¢geHisorfOrapge Blenheim,Egremont

Russet, Brangly Seedling, Lord Derby,axtonSuperh Newton Wonder, Discovery,
James Grieve and growing on the side lawn a very old Apple tree that no one knew
the name of, the fruit remained on this particutege until frosty weather dislodged
them, only then were they edible, even so they were not very nice, but good for
makingApple Jelly. Winter visiting birds mainly Red Wings helped by local birds
cleared them up.

Plums, there ere Green gage, Golden gage, Victoria, Czar, Marjorie Seedling,
Monarch and Damson, in all, the Orchard covered 0.928 acres ordinance survey map
numbe 878.

From the orchard which was bounded by a row gfl&arees, the house name is
The Poplarand a five barred gate whitdd to a grass field, callethe Raddock

1.798 acres. Ordinance survey No 837. Continuing westward it was bounded by a
row of willow trees beyond whitwas an area known locally as The Hanglings

was a waterlogged ardage result ofearlierpeat diggings, andad been used

locally as a rubbish dumphis led to a stream, called the Lodlee lane from the

High street to théridge was called Dumpling Briddeane the name dumpling was
probably derived fronthe peat diggings which was used as a Dump, the lode joined
the river Little Ouse at the Staunobar Sedge Fesmdwasnavigable from there to
Eriswell, as is evidenced kthe bridges emoutewhich are all built so that barges
conveying merchandise can pass underneath.

Situated between the Half Moon Public house, Rookery,farmd Quay Side houses
is an area known ash€ Quaywhere dranch of the Lodesed to run asaf as the
High streetand was usely boatdo be unloaded, loaded or moored

A 5 Barred gate mthe north side of the Paddolekl onto Dumpling Bride Lane
providing a back access the property.

The following is an extragklative to The Poplaréiom a booklet producedybl he
Right Rev Mundya Latin S&olar, our local vicar, who produced various booklets
on the history of Lakenheath, from information he had gleaned from the Bury St,
Edmunds and Cambridge archiveke writes;

At the North end of the street, on its western side, was a large cottageradims$
and outhouss belonging to Thomas Troysts yard bordered the Hanglingshere
Ma t t h sumsariessare now. When Thondied in 1652 an inventory was made
of his possessions. Quitéearly, he followed a number of profitable pursuits. He
cultivated the arable land in the Open Fie&ongingto two messuagefne was
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the Parsonage Land sBeneon Styward at Lakenheath 400 years ago, page2).In
addition he was a stodireeder, a dairynan, and brewer, he also caught fish for
sale. One of his $hing grounds was, the themch larger stream now called
Crooked Dyke on OS mapshe stock of bricks, together with fuel for burning
them, and the timber in his yard, suggests that he was also a builder, ready to do
repairs for his fellow villagers, owven to build their cottagesHe certainlysold

linen, sheets, pillovcases, tablecloths and so on, making them up from linen he
purchased from weavers in towns such as MilddnRklx was very widely grown

in this neighbourhood. It provideadprofitablecottage industry. On his death;

T h o mdisset pssessionsere

Read) money£40.0.0vearing apparel5.0.0.Then,listed room by room. In the

Parlour;- 1 frametable, 1 form, 5stools, 1 bench, 3chairs, 2 cushidrckest, and 1

hutch value£1.0.0. 1 postbedstead, 2 feather beds, 2 bolsters, 2 blanBgtpws,

1 coverlet valu€6.13.4. In theHall; - 2 little tables, 5 old chairs, 4 stools,

cupboard, 1 old hutch, £1.0.4.kettles, 2 brass posts (thredegged saucepans),

1scummer, 4 brazen candlestidichaffing dish, 1 warmingan, 2 little skillets,

£6.0.027pewter platters, 4 chamber pots and otheilgmreces of pewtei;2.6.8.1

little copper, £1.5.Q2 iron pots, 1spit, 2 pairs pbboks, 21 hake& grindstones,1

firepan]l pair tongs, 2 pairs cebons, 1 frying pan, 30shillingd. n t he “Buttery”,
hogsheads, one empty and one full, 1 barrel, 2 kilderkins, dishes, spoons, trenchers

and other small things, £1.16.4. In The

“ Ch a mb e r-Headedlbedstead, 1 flock bed, 1 bolster. 2 pilldwslanket, 1

coverlet, £1.5.0l n anot her *“Chamber”, 1 trundle bed,
bolster, 2 pillows, 1 coverlet, ldnket, £4.0.0 2 hutches, 1 littleoffer, 2 tubs,

10shillings. Cheeses £8.0.0. Malt £4.0.0n anot her “Chamber ” , 1 flo
bolster, 1 khnket, 1 coverlet, 10 shilingg. n a “Low Room” , 1 feather

bed, 2 bolsters, 1 pillow, 1 blanket, 1 coverl€f.13.4.

Also, Rye in the chambe£2.13.4. Cart, and cagear £1.13.4. Linel8 5 pr ' s of

sheets, 2@illow-books (cases), £15.18.@.table cloths, onanda-half dozen

napkins, 2 cupoard clahs, 6 towels, £2.0.0. n t he “ D a-presy, 14, 1 cheese
milk bowls, 5 shelves, 1 stool, 6 cheese boards (for covermgats), 1 churn, 1

trivet, £2.11.8Brewing vessels and other tubs to be used in the Dairy, 1 pkir ma

guerns £2.0.0. 1swiieog 16 shi |l | lodgds. 61 sttel@d s“ EBB. 0. 0O
cows and one “ b udldbillocks£E£28)0.0.1 B0, yearold®@w y e a r

beasts £10.0.0. 16 calves, £6.1280nares, 2 foal€£12.0.0. 7 horsesal year

old colt, £30.0.0. Fodder, hay and &l for the fire (peat) £30.0.05edge and brick

wood £18.0.0. Fishing nets £1.10.0. Bricks in the yard £7.0.8.Pieceof

timber in the yard£1.6.8. Lodges standing on crutches £4.0.0.Keel (barge), 1

litter, 5 small lmats with tleir tackling belonging £40.0.0Benefits of leaseshe
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last halfyear paid, £26.0.0. Bills, bonds amdrtgages £14.0.0. Lumber
forgotten, 10 shillings. Total, £516.11.0

A Kilderkin is a caskholdingn16 to 18 gallonsA Coffer is a small box for
containing valuables.

A very short History of Lakenheath. By J T Mundy.

Lakenheath or Lacinghythe, as it was once spelt, it was the Hythe (lapting)of

the Ingas (followerspf Lac. These AngleSaxon invaderésettlers)founded the

village in about 690 AD. They were settlers from the other side of the North Sea

who made their way here along the fen wai@urses. Four hundred years later, after

the Norman Conquest, there were three owners in the parish; (1) the largest

bel onging to St Etheldreda’s Benadictine Pro
property was used faher running expenses, the monks did not farm here; (2) the

second, alspart of Lakenheath, but only worth about a third of the first, belonged to

thede Qare family (who lived at Clare); (3) The third was Undley mambich

belonged to the Ely's prior, it s i ncome bei

At the doomsday Survey the church was endowed with @ adlandb ut EIl y ' s

prior was the Rectoran s o owned the |l and. To do the chu
the prior always-regpoir sttiedsedfidTohtrafghe ( * vi c e

chuscbO arable acres. As rectors the priors
(the 10ths of lambs, woohd grain ; only the *‘Lesser’ tithes («

and so on) were received by the vicar.

On the Eastside of the church stooté priors Tithe Barn, where their tithes of grain

and wool were stored. Alongside was a smack Court or Hall where theqpr ’ s

manor court met every three weeks or so. A maocourt was verydemocratic . | n

the ‘“chair’” was the lord’ s (here the prior’ s
Ely for the purpose. All the members, the villeins and a few freemen took plagt in

discussions, acting as a kind of jury, declaring the traditional laws of the manor.

Here disputes between members, or between them and their lord were settled, and

the monthby-monthagricultural operations were decided. All the members, villeins

and feemen held their land from their lord. There was not much difference between

the two classes; the villeird Lakenheathlike the freemen, could bequeath their

l and and sell it but only with the lord’s g
live in another community, nor could his children. All tilembers of the maneor

court, wvilleins and freemen weommon. commoner s’
In addition to these commoners there were a few cottagers who were called the

“poor ', tehareahe domohonargights this manor remained in the hands of

the priory until it was dissolved by Henry V111 in 1536, when it was handed to the
dean anahapter of Ely, who still arords of themanor.
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The de Clare family, the lords of the lesser manor, hatl tourt house on the
north side d$%oméoBeconbody s théiragnogance, now refer to
‘Deaths Lane’ and have erected a sign

only one *‘ Br i dge). Thaymever livadnhdreubthat iswherss n ot

their steward stayed when he came to preside over their roandr whch had
only 12 villeins. Thismanor remained in the same hands until 1531, when it was
handed to Ely Priory and became an integral part of their other manor.

Undly maror is a very small concern. It is believed that the mdmoarse lay some
distancg o t he n o sacdledball. Int1536 Fepréyd/111 seized this
manor and sold it.

All the eastern part of the parish was a rabbit warren of 2,500 acres of heath. It
belonged to Ely Priory. No villager was allowed to kill the rabbits which were bread
here, buthosewith commonrightscould feed theitivestockand cut fodder on the
warren. It now belongs to the Elveden Essafd present occupied ke United
StatesAir Force.

Thereare about 900 acres of arable land in one grean®ield without hedges. It

is between the Street and the Warren. It was divided into three secti@wuthe

Field between the Eriswdbioundaryand Broom Rad; the Middle Field between

that anda line running eastward from the great chalk pit: and the North Field
between that and White Fen. All this land was divided strips averaging less than
an acreeach. Each owner had a few strips in each section of the great field, but they
were intermingled with the strips of other owners. This made farming very difficult
because all the strips (whoever owned them) in one section had to be under winter
corn, all hosein another under spring corn, while the third section lay fallow.
Farming could not be improved until the enclosure act of 1833 when each owner
receivedone or more fairly large blocks in exchange for his scattered @
commoner also receivesbmeland in compensation for the loss of his common
rights (until then their cattle could
were actuallygrowing corn). Until 1833all the houses (except Warren Lodge)
were along the Street.

All the wegern part of the parish was swampy fen. Here some men had private
fisheries, though most of it was open to fishing by commoners who alsbehad t
right to cut fodder for their cattle antig Peat for their fires. It was drained in 1663
by t he ‘' Awhoreceited 2,500 asr&bhe rest, 3,700 acres, was divided
between the commoners to compensate them for the loss of theiocorgts
there. Undley Commomostly fen, was not enclosed until 1820.

There was no through road until 1827 when the turngiicea bridge over the Little

Ouse were built. Tithesand most mamnght s wer e extingui shed
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Back to my storyl eventually plucked up enough courage to pay Mr Rolph a visit.

He seemed quite surprised that | knew he was thinking of sefingnyhow the

upshot wagsafterquizzingme as to what | had in mind for the properbfdtme that

he wanted £2,000.08nd as he put Kot a penny more nor@enny lesand it was

mine unless | told him | was unableraise the money. | went homend toldBetty

the good news, we were both vexcited, after we settled dowrgalization

dawnedwhere vas the money going to come froinf?ad progressed in my job and

wasnow Chief of Accountability (an American title) with 4 people working under

me my salary, £12.0.0 per week. | had savings &&Q.0.lwasa me mber of “ The
Ancient Order of Foresters Friendly Society”
when | started work at the age of 14; it was from them that | contemplated raising a

mortgagel was to discover that as a Friendlg&ety, they were only allowed to

advance 80% of the agreed purchase price. This would leave me to find £400.0.0, |

reckoned that by the time of completion, | could just about muster £200.0.0. We

decided that | should appech my Aunt Sarah, who lived @rwell Cambridgesine

an elder spinster sister of my Mother (she never married, her boy friend was killed

during the first world war) for the other £200.0Blessher heart she came up with
£200.0.0 in the next post, wthh e not ation “To be paid back w

4 years previous to this, at a committee meeting of the Royal British Legion which |

had joined when on demob, | was asked if | would assist the secretary in his duties, |
agreed, the secretarywas unabletat t end t he next month’s meet
for, him, he tendered higsignation the following montiis request was accepted,

| was then voted on as the secretary, also treasureld the position of

SecretarfTreasurenf the Branch and that of the Sme Committee for the next

18yrs at which time my cousin Bill Matthews took over the duties of secretary

continued for the next 1@¥s as treasurefThe Secretary & Treasurer were

automatically members of the Servicer@mittee who administered the benevolent

work of the RBLAs secretarpf Lakenheath RBIL was automatically opted as

del egate to represent t he (Mildgekhallp heat h Br anch
meetings. Chairman of D Group was a Major Njewbo happened tbe a trustee of

the Foresters Friendly Society, to whom | was to apply for a mortgage.

Early in Februaryl954a meeting was set up, ftire Foresterstust ee’ s t o i nterv
me, toinspect and appraigbe property, at this meeting Major Niegteew me to

one side, and advised me to @eead, sayingou will buy when money is dear,

mark my words, you will pay itdck when money is chegpave£1,0060s-0d on an

indefinite loan, and £600s-0d to be paid back over 10 years, all would be at an

interest rate o#%, the conclusion of the meeting was that we could go ahead and

proceed on those terms.

64



Next day | engaged a solicitor and requested negotiations with the various parties be

started. From then on thingowred at an alarming rate, a completdate of 22nd

March 1954 was agreed, I hadn’-0sOy,mt managed
fact it took my complete wages of the week before the completion tdateme up

with enough to meet my share of the deposit. We were both in a dream, hardly

bdieving that this was really happening.

On the day we moved we were quickly brought back to reality, when our daughter
of 20 monthswho had never experienced stairs, tumbled from top to bottom,
fortunately she was not badly injured, like the rest of lns ve&as more frightened

than hurt.

One thing that has skipped my mind which was the, house Galag it is quite

large about 10Ft x 10ft x 6fins high, access was through a door under the stairs, it
was well ventilated and very cold, ideal for keepiogd items that nowadays are

kept in a fridge.

Betty and | had many discussions about what we wanted to do, indeed what to do
first, when 3 weeks later we had taacige our immediate plans, weceiving the

bill for conveyance from our solicitor, it magwend a bit naive now, but we had not
given any consideratioto such an obvious expeng¢£6069shillings and 10pence).

All we had was a lot of hopand imaginatiorbut no money, there was nothing for it
but to go and see the solicitor and be quite frartk Wim, the upshot of this meeting
was, after listening to my story, was him putting me at ease by telling me not to
worry for a few months.

We agreed that drastic measures were required, all luxuries must be avoided, | gave

up smoking, restricted my visito the British Legion to committee meetinights

only. Betty wasadeptat using needle and thread, sewing machine, crochet and

knitting needles, which t ooGQurfistgquageryo f most of
electricity bill was £318shillings ad 7pennce.

Here, | am going to do a bit of bragging, in that | give myself top marks for
choosingsucha marvellousnate, who was also an excellent cook. With a well
stocked kitchen gardemanda Brother who worked for Lord Iveiglon the Elveden
estatefarm in Eriswell, hedid a bit of poaching, | used to pay him a visit on my way
home fromwork at the Lakenheath Base,is place in Eriswellandcollect a

couple of rabbitsor whatever else was on offer, we managed reasonably well.

We bought a Nanngoat, with plenty of grass, this seamed a good idea, as it
happened it was one of our better moves, we were already in receipt of ¥ pint of free
milk per day for the ? child, with that, plus ouQueeniehe Goatwe had an
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abundant supply of milk and gts cheese, once our taste buds had adjusted to the
different taste, they were rather good.

We intended to share the chore of milking, Betty in the mosnimg at night, but

things didn’t work out that way, for some wur
forward to Bet’'s turn at milking. As Betty &
Queenie would hop up on her box, stand ready and waiting, not so with me, | had to

catch and lift her onto the box, to make matters worse, or better, depends whose side

you wereon, Betty would get almost a pint of milk out of Queenie more than me,

the result was, | became a redundant milkman. On reflection | came out of the

situation very well.

We later had another Goaewamedsophie the 2 kids she produced gave a lot of
entertainment and amusement for the children, and us, with plenty of room to play
in, trees to climb, outbuildings to play in, it was a wonderful environment for the
children and their friends.

In February 1955 | hadlaill for 13shillings from the TytheCommissionersvhich |

chose to ignore, much to my regret, because 1 month later | had notification

registered lettestating that, as | had chosen not to pay the annual Tythe, | was now

obliged in law to redeem said Tythe forthwith, at a cost of £3s30d, with no leave

for appeal. Result, | paid. And belts were tightened a bit nfioden t sound very

much by today’ s st,aasEBRmpe waekibeforersfoppageg e t hen
Average wage inur area at that time was abdi#per week.

In May 1955we hired our first Television, al#hich Pyeblack and whitecolourwas
not yet availableJohn Wilson the farmer, who we had rented rooms frokgdag

he could come and watch In Town TonigatSaturday nightadio showthat had
recently been adaptedrfT/V. When he came he sat on a hard kitchen type chair

just inside thdrontdoorhe woul dn’t come anbowlerbhatt her , and
on kneeswvaiting for it to come on, after the program had finished, apart from thank
you, allhesaidwaswasn’t | i ke what | had i magined, h e

againl don’t t hi rndktheimagesre hasl im higendridoelipvehe
thought theradio version wasest.

At about that time we decided, in order to keep the gnate paddockiown,to

have some Geese, we duly purchased 2 Geese and one Gander, they were delivered

and deposited in the orchard, which for the time being was to be their new home

later that night armed with a torch, | went to see how they were getting on, flashing

my torch, | located them, as | did so, with a flurry of wings they took off into the

night going in a southerly direction, | quickly ran to the house, calling to Betty that |

was going to try and get them back, | finally located them about %2 mile away,
coweringe xt to a garaged |l orry, with the man
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that | was able to take them home, to eliminate the posgibfli further escape, |
cutthe wing feathers on one side, so that from then on they would be too lopsided to
fly. Later that year we successfully reared 16 Goslings.

July 1956 | ventured into Minfarming, a brothem-law who, was a farm manager

in Hampshire, at a place called Fleet, he bred mink as a sideline, his father had
recently died, so Jim, being the eldest wasireguo move to Ham MilA village

Nr Ashfordin Kent, to run thefamily farm, rather than just sell the breading mink

off, he offered to go partners with me, | constructed a pen with mink proof femcing,
bought second hand, an Austin A#Om Disswhich had been used asrilk

delivery van, for the princely sum of £43-0d, | had never driven before. It was the
time of the Suez crisis and petrol rationihdnave still got some coupongyu were
allowed to drive on a provisional licenogithout keing accompanied ly valid

licence holder. A van was needed for the collection of fish waste which constituted
an essential part of the mink’s diet. The ne
Donaldson at Kings Lynn, and Mrllat at DownhamMarket, collectionswere

made on Wednesday evenings and Saturday afternoons.

A bit about the Van, had M O T's been in at
There was 20 minutes play on the steering, 1
we went through auddle, Betty had to lift her feet up to prevent them getting wet,

tyres were way under what is now thedelgmit,int hose days we didn’t cc
changing them until the canvas was showgst £45.0.0.

On one patrticular journey to Kings Lynio fetch fish offal the road between

Whelney bridge and the Lamb public house in the village was flooded, the distance
from bridge to pub was about 500 yards, sd5@ yards of the road is regularly

under water during the winter months. | had seen one or twoleglrive safely
through, so | decided to take a chance, it was the wrong deadienabout 50

yards orso the pulley wheel had picked up water and drenched the entire engine
which spluttered then died completelytook off my shoes and sock®lled up my
trousers, got out of the van and sitting on the front wing managed to raise the bonnet
and dry the engine off, time to start up, | asked Betty to press theratoe|ust a

little bit then pull the starter. Things went well it started first tilmg unfortunately

her foot was too heayyhe pulley picked up water and not osjyrayed the engine

but covered me as well (I was not a happy boy) apart from everything else the water
was icy cold and the engine died.

A gang of boys, about 14or 16 yrs old stood near the water’s edge watching us, all wore
waders, they were obviously waiting for some silly nut like me, to ask for help, for as soon
as | called out to them, they immediately waded towards us, it didn’t take them long in
pushing us to the water’s edge, dry the engine and carburettor, after a couple of stutters
the engine sprang to life, it sounded lovely, although by today’s standard it was probably
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quite ropey. | thanked them for their help gave them 10 shilling note and was soon on our
way. From then on whenever Whelney was flooded we travelled to Kings Lynn via Hilgay
thus avoiding anymore holdups.

By the way, after having to abandon Mink farming, the van, we had named it Bessie,
eventually became redundant, it was banished to a place under the large Walnut tree in the
yard, to become a dolls house for Susan and her friends, curtains up the windows carpets
on the floor, spare crockery etc from the kitchen, it remained a play house for many years.

Driving test, | presented myself at thBnistry of transport office, Bury St Edmunds

on the appointed day, duly taking mental note of car registrations parked nearby, in
order to preempt the obligatory eye test, | was told to wait outside, the examiner
would be with me shortly. When the exai arrived he was with a large man

about 6ft tall weighing all of 16stone, after introducing himself, the examiner,asked
would I mind if his colleague accompany, as he wanted to show him the route,
reluctantlyl agreedthe examinertried to pull thepassenger seat forward so that his
colleaguecould getinthe backj t di dm'tt wmae wn étp, thisneanthigin e d
climbing over the sedb get in. Off we went, things were going quite well until we
came to the emergency stop, whedicated by the examingrapplied the brake as
quickly as possible, the result wase passengen the back took ofand landed on

the shoulders of the examiner, the seat he had been sitting on was an old ex bus seat
| had fixed up for the childrerit, was attached to a piece of 4x2 timber hinged at the
front to fold out of the way of dustbins full of figiffal. After they had sorted
themselves out, we made our way back to the pam®ffice, before wishing me

Good day he informed me that | hadifd e d , adk him whétn had failed on. |
often wonder, | think he had a Gremlin on his hackyhow my next attempt was
succestul, on 225-57 cost 10 Shillings (50pence).

In June 1955 | made a hen house, as per plasgrdted in the weekly magas

The Small Holderto house 100 pulletgyoung potential layers) that my step father
offered as a loan. The pullets duly arrived and taken to their new quarters,
everything appeared to be going smoothly, until it grew dusk, instead of jumping
onto the prches provided, they decided that the darkest corner of the hen house was
better, the result was, by the time Betty ameete able to sort them out and

physically putthem on the perches, 18 weamotheredDead).

News, good or &d, spreadkke wildfire in a tight knit community like ourdad a

bit faster than goodhe next thing we knew was, the local vicar knocking at the

door, having heard of our misfortune, insisted on taking the dead birds, saying he
intended to try and sell them fas, he was obviously very [gerasive, or he put the

fear of Godup them, because he sold the lot, and was back with the money in about
2 hours. From then on we had no more trouble with them and they turnegbimtio
laying hens
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In November 1955 a frien@eoffreyColeman(son of the man who took me to the
Beck Row Australia Air race in 1934ame to see me and asked if lulebhide 2 ex
ar my Iwhighin gartreership with his cousin Serge Rutterfoed! baight,
having won the contractearing trash fothe Americans, from RAF Lakenheath,
but wereturned dowrby The Vehicle Licensing Authority, whehey applied for a
B Licencewhich was requiredor that type of workapparenthy2 hauliersin the
village, a Mr Stanley Watts and a Mr BerlaEk, opposedheir application. Tie idea
was, hide the arry' s in my orclard and spread word that the @rty’s had been
sold and the enterprise abandonég following year, no objections were made
when a licence was applied for, the contract was secured, andéheywbusiness.
Apparently the ruse worked

May 1957. CalamityGeneral De Gaulle president of France, withdrew France from
NATO, Super Sabres of an Ameain fighter bomber squadron, wéransferred

from Chaumont (France) to R A F Lakenhed#s the crw flies 4milesfrom our
hous@ the very week that my Mink were kitting down, the high pitched roar of the
jet engines caused panic among the animdig;h triggered off wholesale abortions
and @nnibalism, resulting in total sister. Attempts were mada v he National
Farmers Uniorno obtain compensian, to no avail, they wereéhe (N F U), advised

that any claim would fail, due to the fact that the-Basewas in existence before

the farming of mink. This was a huge disappointment after a reasonable breeding
season the year before, when we pelted ouhid&s, and successfully marketed
them, through the Hudson Bay Company at their London auction roomsn@ur
course of action was to kill and pelt out (skin) those remaining, cutting our losses.

Our next venture was Pigs partnership with my brother who was heuagl manat

Lord Iveigh's Eriswell estate We set up initially with 4 gilts and 1 boar, theyrere
housed in th@addock, retrainedby an electric fence, one January morning we
found that Char |l i e,wastmissing, we/aese alblehcetrade bisa r
foot marks in the frosty ground, he had left the property by the dratet from his
enclosure about 1y8s away, crossed the main roag an alley way between 2
houses, when we found him he was busy exploring the contents of a garden, a friend
and | endeavoured to drive him home, we were not very successful, Betty came
looking for us as we had taken so long, on seeing the problem she called out to
Charlie(the Boars namewho looked up and immediately went to her, and followed
her home like a dog After 2 years we gave up the pig enterprise the pressure of
work being too geat. We decided to concentrate on market gardening (cut flower
growing) and chickens.

S name
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Flowers in buckets readyg be boxed andentto Covent Garden

In 1955 an area of the orchard was cleared and fenced off, stocked with perennial
plants of the EstieRead family, which, at that time wewidely used for cut
flowers.Growing flowers enabled me to do the necessary \@bvkeekendsbefore

and after my regular workBetty, helpedy 2 or 3 women living in the vicinity,

they were ex land armyirls married to local boys, we employed themaboasual
basis, paid by the hour, cutting, bunchangd standing in buckets of water, ready for
packing in boxedater that evening. Betty was the chief flower packer, anything up
to 20 boxeswere collected by ®West Row haulage firm, and taken to Spitalfiedds
CoventGarden Markets early the next morning. The area used for flowers extended
to about 1/2 an acre, by the time | became self employed, it had become quite an
enterprise and useful source of income.

1955 wealsostarted rearing chickens from day old to slaughter weight, in the
various sheds artthe barn, in batches of 50 per time, rotated so that the rearing
equipment, gas heaters, chick feeders and drinkers were fully utilized.

When we moved i1954 we opened an account with Tommplph a local trader
who deilt in a variety of items such as ironmongery, paint, creosote artuktaiso
used to generatecticity, supplying lighs only, to houses close to his generating
plant,this was before electricity came to the villagéring in our housevas
connected to this, anslas single rubber covergado earthpositive and negative
only andall the same coloul did not receive a bill from Tommy, after several
remindersasking fa a bill, his only comment wagou are not running away are
you, | eventually managed to get a bill from him in July 1956. The total was £19.00.
What was amusingfter waiting for so long for a bjlivritten underneath was
21/2% discount may be deductiégaid within 1 monthotherwise strictlynet. It

took me 3 years to get the next bill.
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In July 1957 we had our first holidayher than stayingvith membersoBet t vy’ s
family, a week at Heacham Norfolkext to the beaglaccommodation was a
converted bus owned by a local buildiewas 16ft long6ft wide, oil stove for

cooking and hot water, lighting was by a Tilly lamp, the whole thing was pretty
primitive never the less it provided a welcome break from the daily chores

We planted up a Dut ch Ilhadgdnstructegyphe gr eenhouse
Tomatoes, they were sold orstall just inside the main gate, unattendad, with an

honesty boxit proved very successful, along with other produce amounted to

upwards of £4@-0 per week, over abba ten weelperiod. The next year | formed

a window in the wall of thehed just inside the maingaée’ x3*, 2’ 6" from t he
ground with a wide wooden sheald that we could feed produce onto the shelf from

inside. The range of produce was increased to include Lettuce, Parsnip, Potatoes,

Beetroot, Sweet corn, Pea, Beans and of colunsatoes, the system worked well,

in fact too well, apparently, a shop keeper complained to the Council that | had

created a shop without planning permission. | was ordered to discontinue, but it

would be perfectly alright for me to have a roadside stall, with an honesty box,

providing | was offering only produce | had grown myselwas against the law to

offer bought in produce. | had no alternative but to comply, we continued with the

stall forthe next 3 years, when thearingof chickens and growing culofvers

required more attentioVe continued to sell oven ready chiokeat the door (pre

orders only).August 1959 we bought and had erected, a purpose designed broiler

shed 30 x 60ft to hold 1,500 birds, complete with automatic water troughs and self

feederswe then gave up rearing birds in the various sheds, due tortbebeing

enough hours in a day to accomplish all the necessary tasks.

July 1956l boughtaPutPut That was the noise it made not
sounded like a Doodle Bug)was a motor thawasfixed overthe back wheel of my

bicycle with a drive wheel resting on the tyre providing propulsion, | was at the time

working atthe Mildenhall R A F Base having been transferred there, when

Mildenhall Base Exchange was combined with that of Lakenheath for admingstrati

purposes, | was promoted to Office Manager my staff consisting of a Wages, Stock

Control, Cashier, and Accountability sectioh8,persons in alind aSecretay to

the Officer in charge, mgalary wa€£18.0.0 a week

November 1958 | sold the 1 aa€land | had purchased for £125 from Sir
Charlton Briscodo a cousin of mineMichaellLeader for the same pricthat | had
paid | actually made a loss (the price of the conveyance). Michael had recently
martied, living in a burer caravarparkedin our yard at the side of the remithe
following year after moving into his new bungalow, higipg sister JaneMarried
Andy, an American, they lived in the caravartiumoving to the United States
2years later.
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One of the girls who worked inthea g e s indng gificet was leaving to go to

the US with her future husbanorought to work a 10 month old Alsatian bitch,

looking for someone to give it a new horas noone else wanted, it agreed to take

her,| borrowed a van and took her home, after introducing her tty Betent back

to work leaving them to get to know each other. When | got home that night, | was
met witha happy wife and children aralrather unfriendly looking dog, appeared

that all rad made friends and | was obviously regarded as an intruder, after having a
good sniff at me and obviously deciding that | smelt similar to the rest, | was
accepted. We decided on t he toteheeupdof “Lady”,
the night, outsle the summer house was a heavy wooden bench seat, secured to this
it would enable her to sleep in the summer house, duly done we went back indoors
for our evening meal, no sooner had we settled down than we heard a commotion at
the back door, it was Ladipench an all, trying to get to us, it seems she had already
decided she was one of the family. Bet ccaaidly move for Lady beingnder he

feet . I t wa s nknew thesaurnd ofimy Puddut véhenll \sag ¥ or 4

miles away, Bay always knew byher bdaviourwhen it was time to set the table.

Betty John and Susan Betty Lady and Cats

1959 we set in motiomlans to renovatthe house, it entailed demolishing the back
part to ground level, but retaining the two flam&lls which were flintfaced the
original stairs had been removed night we accessed the remaining two bedrooms
by way of a ladder, coming out into the opeméd to it, this required every one

72



going to bed at the same time, this routine continued for about 6 weeks until the

brickwork had been done and the new wrought iron open tread stairs had been

installed. The renovation included a bathroom, 2 bedroomiatéeating, a

modern kitchen, downstairs toilahd wash basirhall way at thebottom of the

stairs Qutsidein the yard a cesspit,amapwages y st em di dn’t come t o
Lakenheath until 1963.

Back of house taken down Back built up

The boiler for the centrdleating unit was installed the cellar, May 196@hich

enabled us to have a boiler house type , bigger than was absolutely necessary but i
proved it s eedreplacing untit200d just 4kars aftar it was first
commissioned, apart from regular cleaning all it had was 2 new control boxes.

Work had not been fully completed when Jamesthird childwas born9

July1960, as with all thehildren Betty took everything in her stride, looking back,
only confirms how lucky and fortunate | was in meeting a land army girl, wearing an
unruly blouse. Although works were not complete, we at least for the firstsince
coming here in 1954ada modern kitchen, toilet facilities and central heating.

Fuel for the central heating was Red Diegdlich cost 11%2 pence a gallon, old

money (notquite 5p new money). As the property was a registered agricultural
holding, andl was actively engaged in food production, | obtained a Customs and
Excise rebate of 6d (21/2p) per gallon, so actual cost was only 51/2pence.per gallon.
Net cost 6r a 300 Gallon tank full was £67-6d. When the heating was firput on

| thought it washever going to stofyut after 7 or 8 days it hardly fired up at all,

after switchingoff, severaradiators an acceptablievel of temperature was
achieved. I g o t of Thetfort ibwas their neprasdntati@eowhq hads
worked out how manyadiators | would requireand told them that they must have
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calculated wrongly, resulting in my being advised to install more radiators than was

necessaryThat afternoon the Rep came amcled his cdculations saying they

were correct. | suddenly res¢d where we had gone wrong, neither of us had taken

into account the thickness of the internal v
outside walls were similarly madm addition they were flint facedvhat had

happened was all the walls had absdrbeat when the boiler had been initially

switched on, the walls having reached saturation point eventually started giving it

back, they were in fact acting like large night storage heaters.

In September 196Rresigned my employment with A F E X to beceself

employed chickens and flower growing had become more thsideline, and far
outstripped the £25 weekly salary from A F E X, | felt sure with a bit more effort the
move would be worthwhile.

As stated earlier | borrowed £20-0 from my AuntSardn in 1954, | had been
paying her back £20.0.0 a time, | sent her the last £20.06614+62.

1961 the “Great Ouse Catchment Board”, complL
our RPaddock in advance of them constructihg drainage relie€hannel, which ms

between the high ground and the Ferm Barton Mills to Denver sluice the outlet

to the Washthe idea being to channel highland water to the Sluice, before it entered

the fen, thus ethinating the danger of flooding which devastated vast areE@Ain.

The idea seems to be working as there has been no flosidogthe channel has

been in use.

1962/63 wa the hardest winter we hadperiencedor many yearsfreezing

conditionscontinued from November to Maroground was frozen to a depth of 24
to30inchesmany people’ s water supply was cut off
work on the nursery, not a very good start to working for myself. A plumber friend

living opposite offered me casual woite was inundated with orders ftrawing

out, mendng and replacing frozen pipes

That particular winter the Ministry of Agriculture launched a campaign to eradicate
Coypufrom the fenthe Coypus an American continenwater rodentwhichwas

originally bred forits fur, some had escaped drat quickly establishetthemselves

in the fen waterwaysausing considerable damagedyke and river banks, they
wereabout the size of a large domestic cat and bread like rabbits. The campaign was
a success as it was not possible for them to burrawtla frozen groundmaking it

easyto trap them.

The main sewer was laid in the high street in 1963, later that year we were
connected to the maingp until then we had drained into a Cess Pit whichldeseh
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constructed in the yayéndrequiredemptying twice a yeafl empty a year was
free, further empties had to be paid for).

In July 1963 mynextdoorneighbour contracted Foul Pest (Newcastle Decehse)
only had a mody collection of hens about 2 dozen, because | was within the
restrictedarea,|l was served a slaughter notice by the Ministry of Agriculturaeciwh
meant that all my chickens had to be killed and disposed of, according to their
instructions. They sent a digger to prepare a large pit and bags of quick lime to
blanket on top oftte carcaselsefore back fillingl was then faced with the daunting
task of killing 1,5007-weekold birds. The Ministry paid compensation based on the
cost of the chickens, cleaning and dlisction. Whatthey did not pay for was the
lossof profits orfor equipment being idle for over 6 montiBy.the time | was

allowed to stock up again, a vaccination policy had been introduced, and the
compensation slaughter policy abandoned, it meant that all poultry had to be
vaccinated at about 10 to 14 days olénd the cost carried by the producéaccine
wasbought in thick plastic bags of various quantitiasmy caseurchagd in bags
of 500doses a plastic tube was attachi&da nipple on the bagnd to a vaccination
gunat the other end of thebe this was then hung around the neaka
comfortableheight the hypadermicneedle attached to the gumwas inserted under
the skin of thec h i ¢ kreastene press of the guns trigger measuredada@ml
dose

At day old te chickens wereonfinedin a corrugated cardboard surroundatches

of 500undereachgasbroockr, in the largest huverethree broodersuspendedt a

height of about 3 feetbovethewood shaving, which was approximately 6inches

thick throughout the huthe surround2ft high ard about 5ft in diameter

Operating inside the surround in a kneeling posjtiba chicks would be pickedou
vaccinated and placed outside the surround, as the density of the chickens decreased
so the surround was made smaller, this operat@scarried outwhen the birds

were about 10 days aldlighting in the shed was completeltificial, for this job

Blue bulbs were used, this subdued the chicks into thinking it was dark.

In 1963 | purchased materials for making dutch ligimainly in trebles wih
brackets fashioneflom angleiron madeby Les Woollard of Mildenhalll started
building greenhouses in which to grow flowers thus producing eaalsr to extend
thegrowing seasan

1964 We purchaseaur 2" chicken shed30ftx60ft for £84815-0 completely

insulated, justwice the price of the hut bought in 1958was erected over the

asparagus beds, st r aybbtevithraryextadmg familyaits pber ry’ s,
was neessary to expand ourdome, with Paul born Octob&e64 andJohn 14
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years oldin Junel964, and likely to go tacollegewithin the next 2 gars, we had to
keep the momentum going

We decided to have another dog, Lady was now about 6 yearseldethwas that
the young pupvould learnfrom the older dogthisseems to have worked pretty
well and is a systemwe havecontinied eversince, we had a litter of pups from
Lady, she had 6, we found homes for 5 of them and kept the other one, a male
which we named Rebel, he turned out to be a really big dog, very protective of all
the family and their playmates, in fact too protective, he bit the postman, and we
had to have him put to sleep. We next decided on an Old English Sheepdog a type
of dog | had always wanted, my parents had one when | was in my teens. After
many enquiries we eventually traced one down in Redruth Cornwall, it was a bitch,
after Rebel we have always had bitches, we found them more predictable and
compatible with children than male dogs. We named the Old English Sheepdog
Sheba. Apart from Lady, Sheba was the only other dog we had a litter of pups from,
all of which we managed to sell, last to go was to a United States Captain a Pilot, he
had flown into Lakenheath Base from the USA in a Heculees transport plane, and
had arranged to collect the pup the day before returning to the States. He turned
up, not to pick the pup up, but to apologise, saying that he would not be able to
take the pup for the time being as his plane had been hijacked by a ground crew
S/Sgt, who, having wife trouble decided to go to the States to sort his problems
out. He was one of the ground crew who was servicing the plane readying it for its
return to the States, he knew it was fuelled up ready to go. We learned afterwards
that while he was quite capable of taking off on his own, there was no way that he
was going to be able to land, always supposing he arrived at the right place. In
order to eliminate the likelihood of a possible disaster, he was shot down over the

Atlantic Ocean.
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When Lady died we replaced her with another Alsatian we named Betsy, our next
dog to replac&heba was Sophy a Rockwejleontraryto their reputation she was
wonderful with children, especially our grandchildren Laura and Sarah, along with
Betsy they had a great time together.

On Betsy’' s deat h we hdAhnieasheovasqgeiocktedrhs at i on we
from the otheiDog, andscon became one ofi¢ family she turned out to bery

good When Sophyl thinkthechild r e n’ s |, paasedoawayp 9 1-89 we

purchased Dobermar8-2-89, 16 weeks oldrom kennelsat Methwold who we

named Sadieunfortunately she died quite youg4-92. Our next dog was aother

Dobermaralso named SadiE0-5-92.

First Sadie Second Sadie

Our middle son and family came to liweith us in 200e brought his dogith

him, a Rhodesian Ridgeback. After Sadie di2d05we di d n’ morehdags.e any
Sometime after the central heating had been insta8éd we decided to take out

the operfire place and the mantle shiifthe sitting room, irdoing so | discovered

a thick beam at mantle shelf height and a large cavity behind where the open fire

was after a good clean up and removing more plaster a complete Ingle Nook fire

place was revealed. The back of the beam was scorched, obviously from past use

and a metal barunning from behind the beam to the chimney breast nached
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and hacdho doubt been used from whichhangcooking pots etc, after a good clean
up it looked quite good. See below.
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1967Betty and | joined the Brandon middle schbatiminton clupwhere we
enjoyed several competitive yeaasnong the regular players wetenale teachers
who, looking to earrextra moneydid so ly regularlyhelpng me clean out and
disinfect my chicken shedm between batches, when not helping me out, they
worked weekends on the forecourt at a local filling station

| was invited to join the board @overnorsat theBrandonmiddle schol in the late
sixties, and playedn active part in raising funds for the swimming pediich was
constructed in the early seventiGsthe meantime Betty was invited to be a parent
represetative on the governing board thie Lakenheath Primary schpalso that of
Sedge Fen. Sheasalready &/ice President of the Wmens section of the
Lakenheath branctif the British Legiona regulafPoppy Daycollector, for which

she was awarded the Royal British Legmoppydayc o | | ebadgeinm 1968
during this period Betty was one of thaifaler members of the Lakenheath playing
fields associationtakingpart in the manyund-raisingevents leadingup to ts
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opening 3 years lateandwas an active committee menlder many years
thereatfter.

In 19681 was invited tgoin the Mildenhall Rotary Clubt wasan enjoyable
experience being in Rotary, we both enjoyed meeting acidlzing with new
friends

The Chairman of the Lakenheath British Legion approacheith i@73with the

idea of forming a Lions International Clubthe village after contacting several
local men in the village, enough were persuadeditihas a good idedhis enabled
us to press ahead aadply © Lions International for authorisation to form a new
club, to be called Lakenheath and Districtions Internationdl The aims and
objects of the Lias appealed to me more than thosRaffary while in its way
Rotary was ok its approach to benevolembrk, so far as | was concernédd d n’ t
match up to those of Lions Internationat its inaugurationl was appointed
treasurera position | held for 12 years. The social activities, many of them formal
dress occasions involving wives @irlfriends also mixing withLions and Wiveof
other clubs in the aremas an enlightening experience. One suchasocicasion

was a visit to Kings College University Cambridgéien about 300 Lions from
clubsin the areaindulgedin an“Elizabethan Banquis” membersvere

encouraged to dress the pdatlies in Period Eess the men at least to wear Doffing
Head Dras unfortunately no photo of me my Doffing Cap, Betty made her
costume (dress) photo below,
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The menu was elaborate 7 courses in all, in between courses we were entertained by
the Kings College chaiThe waitressesweteo c al wench’' s, it was a m
memorable night.

We as an international organization visited R A F Station Honningtbich was

the control centre responsible for aliaaaft military andcivilian, enteing the air
space for which thewere responsibldor instance all aircrafrom USAF bases at
Mildenhall and Lakenheatindeed, all aircraft Military or Civilianvishing to take

to the air were required to log their flight details priotakeoff and obtain
clearanceThis control Centre was housed in an underground bomb proof bunker.
On a visit tathe control centre at USAF balsakenheathl was surprised to learn
that 2 aircraft fully armed were always in the aiith 2 possible targetgre-seton

their navigationcomputes, these targets were loaded onto their equipment direct
from the Pentaggmwe were given to understand that there were up to 20 of these
aircraft in the ailin various parts of the world at any one tj(ngp to 30 of these
bombers were stationed Lakenheath)hey werekept airborne by refuellintankers
flying from the USAF base at Mildenhall, and other airfields throughout the world.

| was honouredn 2" July1994with a lifetime Honorary Membership of Lions
International in recognition dfigh esteem and services rendered. The certificate is
framed along with that of the certificatéing my being awarded the Royal British
Legion Gold Badgepresented to men 6" March 1972, both have pride of place on
my sitting room wall

1967 we purchased outhird and last chicken shethis timeit was a bit bigger
60ftx40ft, largeenough to house up to 2,000 a tjnredispens with the chore of
continually having to mnitor, order, and change Gas cglilers | had a 1on tank
installed which served all 3hutslso it wasnuchcheaper purchasingasin bulk.
Cost of shed £1,320.00. My annaaicken &ed bill jumped to over £7,000.060r
the time beingvith John atWisbechHorticultural college and Susalue to go there
the following year to study-loristry, it was a case of consolidatimghat we already
had before embarking on any other enterprise.

Also, in 1967 we had a litter of pups from Sheba the Old English sheep dog, photo is of third
son Paul, aged 3, and Sheba’s 8 pups.
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1973 was quite eventful, FebruaBet t y’ s first flight, a weekel
arranged by a friend in the village at a cost of £38.00,dldn. The contents of a

hip flask helpedet ' s nerves no end. On duftether et urn f|
flask was full, resultthe sides caved in and from then on it would hold ablyut a

tablespoonful

Plans had been drawap and submitted to the local coundd turn the old

agricultural barn situated in the yard next to the house into a gandiga skop.
Shortly after thisthe local florist shop came up for salewas well established, and

a member ofnterflora, covering the American air bases at Lakeatiy Mildenhall

and Feltwellas well as all the local villages. The big problem yitagscluded the
houseat a total price of £15,500.00 plus £820.00 for stock. All my available cash
was tied up in purchasing a Westdock greenhouse covering aof &&hasq yards
(1/8" of an @re) my eldest son John having finished his horticultural studies and a
2year stint at East Malling Research stativas now working for me full timevly

only alternative was to see my bank manager, and solicit his help, egsult
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overdraft was arranged that enabled me to go ahead and purchase the business and
property plus working capitaMWe bought a new Ford Escort van for deliveries.

Thank goodness for a sympathetic and understanding bank manager, he was in charge of
the bank when | first opened an account in 1952. Nowadays they seem to be changed every
2years and can’t make a decision until some robot at their main office gives them
permission.

Susan my daughter had, 2years previously, completed a 1year junior horticultural and a
lyear floristry course at Wisbech Horticultural College, and had since been working for a
London florist. She agreed to come home to do the floristry and help run the shop, taking
over coincided with the introduction of VAT, 1973. We continued to trade from there until
April the following year (1974). We eventually sold the house minus the floristry business
later for £11,500.00. We moved the shop and contents to 18 High Street where we
continued to trade for the next 37 years into what used to be an old agricultural barn which
we had renovated and fitted out at a cost of about £12,000.00. In order to keep costs down
we undertook to do the work ourselves, only employing tradesmen for essential Brick,
Carpentry and Electrical work, all materials we purchased ourselves. All the flints from the
old Barn were saved and used in facing the renovated building all the flint work | did myself.

Barn before Renovation

Front Back
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Flank walls Flank Wall
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In addition to this we had approximately half acre of Glasshouses purchased second hand
from Butters of Spalding. In March of that year, we took delivery of a “Westdock”
aluminium greenhouse, 6 bays covering an area of 1/8 of an acre, my eldest son, John, had
by then finished his horticultural studies plus 2 years at East Malling Research Station and
was now working for me full time, hence the greenhouse. It was delivered and appeared to
be a giant gig saw puzzle, we gleaned advice from various people, the plans that came with
the greenhouse parts we managed to get it assembled, glazed and ready for use.

P/ : el
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A Venlo glass house
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Twin Plastic Tunnel

With alterations and additions to the agricultural barn completed, we finally opened in
1973.

After my daughter married and left to start a new life her place was very adequately filled
by Claire my eldest son’s wife who also studied floristry at Wisbech College at the same
time as my daughter. She remained our florist until the property was sold in 2012.

Retailing was not entirely new to me having worked for AFEX (American retail store that
sold a very wide variety of goods, except food). For 12 years mainly on accountability. | was
conversant with Profit and Loss. Apart from services and presentations, probably the most
important was the buyer to get it right. The right merchandise at the right price and the
customers will come. Anyone who buys solely from a catalogue and make friends of the
salesmen whose purpose is to sell you something you didn’t know you wanted and
probably didn’t need are doomed to failure especially in an area such as ours where most
work is outside of the village. Additionally, many people shop in the nearby towns.

Soon after Betty’s illness which turned out to be Rheumatoid Arthritis other problems
cropped up that fully occupied my time.
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Some 10 years before the property was sold was the start of a steady decline of the
business which was probably my own fault. | had left the day-to-day running of the
business in other hands not realising how unexperienced they were. | was buying at various
markets, including Covent Garden, small wholesalers’ merchandise, plants and flowers and
making full use of the Greenhouses. The new manager was more interested in

presentation than in buying and using the greenhouses relying instead on local nurseries
and mobile salesmen and catalogues.

Betty’s health continued to deteriorate after many hospital visits and tests over a long
period. In the Spring of 2008, we were invited to attend at Newmarket Hospital where we
were told that her illness was Pancreatic Cancer with no possible cure or treatment. It was
in fact terminal which turned out to be months rather than years.

To watch someone you love and been the major part of your life for over 60 years slowly
fade away is indescribable. When Betty finally passed away, | felt a sense of relief in that
she was no longer suffering.

| know it sounds silly but | talk to her every day keeping her up to date with my garden and
family growing up. Possibly it’s pathetic but it helps.

| found it very difficult the next few years to adjust my life without her. Only about 6 days
out of 59 years 4 months of our marriage had we been apart. Not once had we gone to
sleep at logger heads with one another, we resolved early on in our relationship to respect
one another s opinions which quite obviously would differ at times. Many people who
probably mean well fight shy of talking to me about Bet as though she didn’t exist or didn’t
touch their lives. | don’t need reminding as she is always in my thoughts. 1 like talking about
her. | am very proud of her.

Holidays

Apart from visiting various members of Betty’s family our first real holiday was in 1956. Our
local builder, Mr Diver, rented us his converted bus sited at Heacham (Hunstanton) beach
looking back it was very primitive but to us it was quite luxurious over the years we had
family holidays in places like Yarmouth, Lowestoft, Felixstowe, Wells and Cromer.

Holidays, as a family, became difficult due to their ages. My eldest son was 14 years older
than Paul our youngest. Our first break as a couple was a weekend in Majorca (Spain). It
was the first time Betty had flown and the first time that | had been in a jet. Our next was a
Mediterranean cruise in 1976. It was an educational cruise apart from school children and
teachers there were 200 first class passengers. This particular one was organized by the
N.C.O. (The passengers not the educational party) we were however invited to take part in
various excursions ad lectures relating to various ports of call. First, we flew to Venice
(Italy). After touring Venice, we embarked the “Uganda” and set sail that evening our first
port of call was Albania then Navarino Bay from there to Alexandra (Egypt) and on to the
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Sphinx and Pyramids then Cairo Museum and Tutankhamun treasures. Lunch at the Ritz
Hotel. From there to Kos (Greece) and then Athens followed by Naples (ltaly) where we
visited Pompei. We then flew to Rome. It was not only an educational cruise for school
children it was also very educational to us. As first-class passengers we were expected to
dress for dinner which was in two sittings. We were allocated tables and a member of the
crew (Rotated) was present at each table. It was my first penguin suit and believe it or not
it still fits today. Then | was 49 now 94 years of age.

Our next holiday was also a cruise, 1978, on the same boat again through the NFU. It was
much the same as before except of course the ports of call were different. Again, starting
from Venice then Yugoslavia, Haifa (Palestine) where we visited Nazareth, Bethlehem and
Jerusalem our guide was an Army Chaplain and very good he was too. Then on to Greece a
different tour this time taking in among other things the Corinth canal from Greece to
Malta tour of Malta then flying home.

Our next was a river cruise taking in the River Rhine and Mossel.

In 1979 we bought our first static caravan sited at Pakefield (Lowestoft). The same year we
teamed up with Charlie and Margie Palmer. Margie was in the Land Army with Betty. We
had various holidays together. The first a weekend in Cyprus followed by two per year, 14
days each, usually in February and October. Neither of us were sunbathers. We tended to
explore and experience where we were.

The first was Benidorm (Spain) twice, Majorca, Ibiza twice, Cyprus (twice), Crete, Malta,
Portugal (twice), Madera, Las Americas (3 times) a cruise of the Caribbean, tour of Scotland,
West Country and various other parts of the UK.

Charlie and Marj had a chalet at Hemsby (Yarmouth). We enjoyed our van at Pakefield until
1988 when we went to Hopton (Yarmouth). It was a lovely get away from the business
which was right on top of us. Sadly, Betty died in 2008 of Pancreatic Cancer. It was a
harrowing time. We were informed at the hospital several months before that there was a
possible cure.

| eventually sold the caravan in 2019. | am still in touch with several couples that we
befriended at Hopton. All of them talk of Betty and times at Hopton. Unlike most people,
some family included, react as though Betty never existed. | don’t visit the cemetery after
over 60 years she is never really out of my head. | certainly don’t want to visit a block of
stone to remind me. Bet is in my head every day.

Holidays Part 2

We were fortunate to team up with a couple who like ourselves interested in the places
that we were visiting. Sitting round a pool sunbathing didn’t list high on our list. In Cyprus
and Crete being a member where the Lions Club International was quite active. We were
advised by them to hire a taxi rather than go on the organized coach tours. The cost
between the 4 would be little more than the tour price. The advantage was we were in
advance of the coach thus avoiding a rush to the toilets etc. Plus, there were some places
where some nationalities were not welcome. Also, the usual delays associated with crowds
and dawdlers was avoided.
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