Lakenheath Parish Council

Notice of conclusion of audit
Annual Governance & Accountability Return for the year ended 31 March 2025

Sections 20(2) and 25 of the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014

Section 16 of the Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015 (SI 2015/234)

1. The audit of accounts for Lakenheath Parish Council for the year ended 31 March 2025 has
been completed and the accounts have been published.

2. The Annual Governance & Accountability Return including the auditor’s certificate and
opinion is available for inspection and copying by any local government elector of the area of
Lakenheath Parish Council on application to:

Mrs Clare Shimmon — Responsible Financial Officer of the Council
Parish Office

Peace Memorial Hall

98 High Street

Lakenheath

Suffolk

IP27 SEW

Between the hours of 10am - 12pm

Tuesday - Thursday

3. Copies will be provided to any local government elector of the area on payment of 10p for
each copy of the Annual Governance & Accountability Return.

Announcement made by: Clare Shimmon — Responsible Financial Officer
Date of announcement: 15/09/2025



Section J — External Auditor's Report and Certificate 2024/25
In respect of Lakenheath Parish Council — §F0236

1 Respective responsibilities of the auditor and the authonty

Chur responsibility as auditors to complete 3 limited assurance review is s=t out by the Mational Audit Ofice (MAD). A
limited assurance review is not a full statutory audit, it does not constitute an awdit carmied out in acconrdance with
International Standards on Auditing (L & Ireland) and hence it does not provide the same level of assurance that such an
audit would. The UK Government has determined that a lower level of assurance than that provided by a full statutory swdit
is appropriate for those local public bodies with the kowest levels of spending.

Under a limited asswrance review, the auditor is responsible for reviewing Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Govemance and
Accountability Retum in accordance with MAD Auditor Guidance Mote 02 (AGM 02) as issuad by the MAC on behalf of the
Comptroller and Auditer General. AGN 02 is available from the NAD website — bfp="Faery nao o ukfcode-sudi-
baclicsigyidance-and-information-for-auditors)

This authority is responsibie for ensuring that its financial management is adequate and effective and that it has a sound
system of intemal contrel. The authority prepares an Annual Gowemance and Accountability Retum in accordance with
FProper Pracfices which:

= summarises the accounting records for the year ended 31 March 2025; and

= confirms and provides assuance on those matters that are relevant to cur duties and responsibilities as extenal audtors.

2 External auditor's limited assurance opinion 2024/25

Eﬁi‘ﬂ lﬁ]‘t&ﬂ On the basls of our review of Sactions 1 and 2 of the Annual Govemance and Accourmiabiity Retum
:n,lncl.l'l:ﬂrlm |mnmn|nm1m2mmmmnmmmnmmmm have come o
giving causs Tor cONCETI at resavant ieghsiation and reguiatony requiements Nave notbeen met

The AGAR was not accurately completed befiore submission for review. Section I, Box 4 for the prior year incorrectly includes bems whikch are
nat staff costs as defined in the Joint Panel on Accountability and Governance Practiioners’ Guide. Please note that Box 4 should comprise
payments made in relation to the employment of staff including only gross salary, employers’ national insurance contributions, employers'
pension contributions, gratuities for employess or former employess and severance or terminatiors payments to employess. Employmaent
experses which ane benefits (mileage, trawel, etc), items of reimbursement of expenses for pastage, stationeny or other outiays made on beha¥|
of the smaller authority, payroll processing costs and contractorflocum derk costs in respect of individuals who are self-employed, ,are not staff]
posts for the purpose of completion of the AGAR in accordance with proper practice. The figures in Section 2, Baxes 4 and & for the prior year
should read £47,498 and £172, 818 respectively.

Other matiars not afecting our opinion which we draw o he altengon of the authory:

The date and minute reference for Section 1 and the minute reference for Section 2 have been incorrectly recorded on the AGAR. The minutes|
of the meeting at which the AGAR was approved have been reviewed and demonstrate that Sections 1 and 2 have been approved on the same
date in the correct order on T April 2025 under minute references 2025178 ofi) and 20257178 c(ii] respectively. The smaller autharity should
ensure that the correct dates and minute references are recorded on the AGAR in futune.

3 External auditor certificate 2024/25

We certify that we have completed cur review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Govemance and Accountability
Retum, and discharged ouwr responsibiliies under the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014, for the year ended 31
March 2025.

Exiamal Audnor Mame

PEF LITTLEJOHHM LLP
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