
Lakenheath recorders Diary for 2024  

 

1.1.1024 

Speeding vehicles are a worry for a lot of people in the village.  The speed reminder sign on 

Station Road produces a monthly report.  Below is the December report showing the days 

and times and amount of spending vehicles. 

 

 

3.1.2024 

Our village church, ST MARY THE VIRGIN LAKENHEATH , informed the community that It 

is with regret that the church will be kept locked now apart from the time of regular services 

and other events. It is believed that somebody went into the church at midnight on Sunday 

while the bellringers were ringing in the new year and took the key which locks the belfry 

door. Result is Church cannot secure the belfry so had to take the decision to lock the whole 

building. They asked if anybody knows where the key might be, has come across it or knows 

who has it, please can it be returned. It is a big cast metal key with a blue tag on it. It can be 

pushed through the gate or taken to Pauline at Mark Skinner Funeral Services. No further 

action will be taken the Church just need their key. With the church locked it means the 

Parish Pantry is inaccessible to those who need it as well.  

As a follow up the key was eventually found and returned to The Church. 

7.1.2023 

Today is Plough Sunday, a traditional celebration of the beginning of the agricultural year 

held at St Marys Church, Lakenheath. The observance of Plough Sunday on the First 

Sunday of Epiphany goes back to Victorian times, but there is a much older observance, 

associated with the first working day after the twelve days of Christmas, hence óPlough 

Mondayô in some places.  In the Middle Ages ploughs were sometimes kept in the parish 



church, and some churches kept a óplough-lightô ï a candle that burned over the plough 

throughout the winter. 

Today Pauline Wickham and St Marys Church organised a Christingle Service for 

Lakenheath Scouts.  

 

8.1.2024 

The RAF Lakenheath spokesman announced that the 48th Fighter wing will be conducting 

limited flying at night beginning from today until Friday and Monday January 15 th to Friday 

January 19th this will create the potential for noise as a result of night flying over the next 

fortnight. 

In short, the communities in East Anglia and the surrounding regions may see or hear US 

aircraft taking off, landing and transiting between RAF Lakenheath and training ranges over 

the North Sea between 7pm and 9pmm.   Such exercises provide aircrew and support 

personnel stationed at RAF Lakenheath the experience needed to maintain a force capable 



of ensuring the collective Defense of the NATO alliance and mutual security agreements 

between the US and UK. 

The exercise does not include plans for low-altitude flying in East Anglia or the surrounding 

regions. 

10.1.2024 

The monthly meeting for older chaps of the village to attend the Menôs Shed breakfast was 

announced. This month's guest speaker is Suffolk's Police and Crime Commissioner Tim 

Passmore. 

11.1.2024 

Lakenheath Community Primary school confirm that there was another fantastic effort and 

performance from 3 of their star Year 6 runners today at the Suffolk Schools Cross Country.  

Theyôve trained hard over the weeks with Mr Bishop and Miss Cocks, and their efforts are 

remarkable- they should be so proud! 

The race at this stage is tough competition, with many of the runners being part of clubs or 

already at county level.  Lily finished 58th in her race, while Josh finished 57th and Toby 

84th, all running improved and amazing times! Well done all, hold your heads high with how 

far youôve come and cherish the experience with a massive smile   

15.1.2024 

Norfolk Constabulary are looking for volunteers to join a successful Community Speed 

Watch team in Lakenheath. 

The group carry out sessions at sites of concern within the area. The aim is to reduce 

speeding by means of detection and sending out warning letters to the registered keepers of 

vehicles. 

They ask if you have some spare time and you would like to get involved and help your 

community become a safer place to live please contact us at gytie@hotmail.co.uk.  To obtain 

details of the scheme and information as to how you could help. 

16.01.2024 

Itôs official.  Lakenheath was today pronounced the least used railway station in Suffolk.  

Between April 2022 and March 2023.  

17.1.2024 

LCPS announced that it was a pleasure and a teacherôs dream to take a large group of Year 

5 and 6ôs to an indoor athletics competition yesterday. It was so nice to see a group full of 

encouragement, determination, and passion, as well as showing pride for their school! They 

performed magnificently, with some spectacular performances as individuals and in teams! 

Results still to follow but regardless a massive well done to each one of you 

mailto:gytie@hotmail.co.uk


 

18.1.2024 

Announcement from the scouting group.  Save the date - The village Easter Egg hunt will 

take place on Saturday 30th March.  This will be a free event again this year, open to all 

children/families.  Last year they gave out over 140 easter eggs and aim to top that this year! 

Heating oil has reportedly been stolen from a tank in St Maryôs Mews off the High Street, 

Lakenheath.   Police appealed for witnesses following the incident sometime between 11pm 

on Monday, January 15 and 2am on Tuesday, January 16. 

Today saw the arrival and causing chaos, 7.20 am, of heavy machinery to the Eriswell Road 

building site where 97 homes are to be built for sale and 42 as affordable homes by 

Persimmon Homes as you enter the village from Eriswell. 

 

 

 

 

 



20.01.2024 

Today saw the demolition of Rookery Farm (known locally as Kitchenerôs Cottage as it was 

his ancestral home) which has, in part, stood for almost 400 years. Through storms and 

floods.  A piece of Lakenheath history vanished forever. 

 

22.01.2024 

Lakenheath Heritage group installed their next illustrative panel showing the history of an 

area near the old Royal Observer Corp site on the warren 

 

 

 



An unknown person drove down Smeeth Drove on to the river bank where whilst driving 

managed to slip into the river. He managed to escape from his car, walk to CJs Cafe for 

breakfast before being taken by ambulance to hospital, soaking wet whilst his car was 

recovered. 

23.1.2024 

The Bury free press today reported that a nuclear weapons campaign group featured on a 

BBC documentary protesting against  RAF Lakenheathôs plans to possibly house some of 

the armaments said the Doomsday Clock remaining at 90 seconds to midnight for a second 

year in a row must be óa wakeup call for the entire worldô. 

The Campaign for Nuclear Disarmament (CND), who has held numerous protests at RAF 

Lakenheath believes plans are afoot for nuclear weapons to be stored there, said the clock 

reflected óthe continued state of unprecedented danger the world faces.ô 

The Doomsday Clock, maintained since 1947, is said to show the likelihood of a human-

made global catastrophe in the opinion of the members of the Bulletin of the Atomic 

Scientists. 

 

Some of the CND protesters at RAF Lakenheath.   

The clock featured on BBC Panoramaôs óNuclear Armageddon ï how close are we?ô 

documentary on BBC 2 on Thursday, alongside a piece about the CND protests at RAF 

Lakenheath. 

Kate Hudson, CND general secretary, said: ñNuclear-armed states are increasing and 

modernising their arsenals, while their allies are rearming with newer and more lethal 

conventional technologies.  

ñThe world is closer to nuclear war than it has ever been and the failure to end conflicts, from 

Ukraine to the Middle East, increases this risk by the day. 

ñWe're fast approaching the point of no return. CND calls on all those who want peace to 

prevail to join us in doing everything we can to turn back the clock.ò 

The Bulletin said the decision to keep the clock at the same time was due to concern over 

the continuation of the war in Ukraine, the conflict in Gaza and the crisis in nuclear arms 

control. 

 



 

Though some progress had been made on tackling climate change, technologies such as AI 

also posed an area of concern which they said ócould magnify disinformation and corrupt the 

global information environment.ô 

29.1.2024 

Mildenhall Police gave thanks to Lakenheath Cubs for allowing PC'S #864 and #680 visit 

them tonight. They covered all sorts of policing topics and policing kit. The Cubs were given 

the chance to play with the lights and sirens on the police cars. 

 

 

The BBC advise that plans to deploy American nuclear weapons to an airbase in Suffolk 

have progressed, according to a US Department of Defence (DoD) notice.  A contract to 

build shelters to protect troops that would defend storage facilities at RAF Lakenheath has 

been awarded.  The document states the work was in preparation for the base's "upcoming 

nuclear mission" 

In March 2023, a document from the US Office of the Under Secretary of Defense disclosed 

how $50m (£39m) had been earmarked to build a facility known as a "Surety Dormitory" at 

RAF Lakenheath.  Twenty-two blast resistant manoeuvrable cabins were being built with 

bulletproof metal flat sheets welded onto the frame to "to protect our high value assets" of 

RAF Lakenheath's defence force, the 48th Security Forces.   

Squadron (48 SFS).  The specification for the windows included glass which could withstand 

an impact from a .30 calibre rifle.  The contractor appointed for the work was a United Arab 

Emirates based company, Specialist Solutions LLC.   Thermonuclear bomb.  This would be 

the first time in more than 15 years nuclear weapons have been deployed on British soil. 

January rainfall 46 mm.  

 

 

 

 



2.2.2024 

At the building site on Eriswell Road a water main has been fractured 

 

 

It was today that the village learned that the Post Office building was shown to be up for sale 

marked as the Former Post Office at a guide price of £99,000.  It is marked up as a 

bungalow without a water provision but ideal as a potential commercial unit. Another facility 

for the village lost. 

 

5.2.2024 

Today a statement from Buckingham Palace read: "During the Kingôs recent hospital 

procedure for benign prostate enlargement, a separate issue of concern was noted. 

Subsequent diagnostic tests have identified a form of cancer. 

"His Majesty has today commenced a schedule of regular treatments, during which time he 

has been advised by doctors to postpone public-facing duties. Throughout this period, His 

Majesty will continue to undertake State business and official paperwork as usual. 

"The King is grateful to his medical team for their swift intervention, which was made 

possible thanks to his recent hospital procedure. He remains wholly positive about his 

treatment and looks forward to returning to full public duty as soon as possible. 

"His Majesty has chosen to share his diagnosis to prevent speculation and, in the hope, it 

may assist public understanding for all those around the world who are affected by cancer." 

Charles, 75, was discharged from the London Clinic a week ago after undergoing treatment 

on an enlarged prostate. 



 7.2.2024 

Today Lakenheath Community Primary School have been blown away by the number of 

cakes / biscuits entered in their book week baking competition.  

They will be announcing the winner and selling the cakes at the end of the day on the KS2 

playground so do not forget to bring some change and take home a tasty treat.  

The school will also be selling books and stationery at the book fair in their new-look library. 

(The have a card reader for this so there is no excuse!). 

Any money raised will be used for replacing old and broken books and building up the 

collection of reading material in school. 

13.02.2024 

Sallyôs floral tributes with their pop up shop at CJôs cafe with flower bunches for Valentineôs 

Day available today and tomorrow with over 100 items to choose from starting from £5.00.  

8.30am till 5.30pm 

 

17.2.2024 

We learn from the Sun newspaper that according to Pentagon documents, RAF Lakenheath 

will be used as a store for the latest nuclear bombs in case of conflict.  It is the first time such 

weapons have been kept on British soil.  The US plans also include for two squadrons of the 

latest F-35 fighters ï which have the ability to carry nuclear weapons.  These are already 

located at RAF Lakenheath.  They also announced a boost to on-base protection from 

ñforced entry and rifle fireò. 

Just last year plans were revealed for a £40million new dormitory for US air force personnel 

at Lakenheath.  The new plans have added to some locals fears that they would become 

targets.  Some villagers are worried that their little community could find itself at the centre of 

a major international conflict, with tensions increasing due to Putin's war with Ukraine and 

Hamas' attack on Israel..One fumed òI fear we will become one of the first targets if this 

conflict escalates.  "The enemy will want to neutralise any threat coming from the Americans 

and us and could well strike first.  " It doesnôt bear thinking about.  ñThis is a small happy 

village and we have got used to having the Americans here.  "But there is always the risk 

that if they get involved in a war in the Middle East we will inevitably be drawn in ï and 

military bases like Lakenheath will become a key target for any enemy.ò 



ñIt has always been comforting to see the jets flying low over the village ï but we are terrified 

that they could soon stop practicing and get involved in a real war ï it doesnôt bear thinking 

about.ò  Contracts for the new facility include a new nuclear weapon stores housing 

warheads - which are reported to be three times more powerful than Hiroshima and 

Nagasaki in Japan.  The RAF stations are reportedly expecting a consignment of B61-12 

gravity bombs which can deliver a blast of 50 kilotons.  'LIKE HIROSHIMAô Despite the 

potential powerful weapons, other locals are resigned to the threat.  "In some ways it is good 

to have the Americans here because it gives us a sense of security ï itôs no good us 

worrying about what might happen.ò 

School caretaker Kevin Barnes 53, said:ò Personally I feel safer having the Americans here. 

There is a lot more going on in this situation than we know about or have been told.ò  If 

nuclear bombs are kept in East Anglia, it will the first time such weapons have been on UK 

soil since 2008.  The US withdrew them from Europe because at the time Russiaôs threat to 

the world had diminished.  Council officials claimed the little community is used to the US 

military presence.  Local district councillor Gerald Kelly said: ñIn reality people here have 

been living with nuclear weapons on their doorsteps for a long time.  In terms of day-to-day 

life locals have learned to live with them even though having weapons stored here is 

abhorrent for some of themò. 

ñWe have Americans here living among us but we all hate the idea of a nuclear war and it 

would be excellent if there never is one.  But we need a deterrent and we have co-existed 

with the Americans for many years.ò MP for West Suffolk, Matt Hancock said he is in favour 

of an arsenal boost for the USAF locally.  He said: ñI welcome this potential expansion.  "As 

the local MP, I know how special RAF Lakenheath is and recognise the importance of 

reinforcing our commitment to shared security and democratic values.  ñThe people of West 

Suffolk have long been proud to welcome American service personnel, who live in our 

community.  "We must continue to support our American friends and allies, especially in the 

face of menacing aggression around the world." 

18.2.2024 

Our óRock ónô Rollô postmistress, Lisa Skinner, has bid an emotional farewell as she prepares 

to shut up The Post Office.  She has run Lakenheath Post Office in Lakenheath High Street 

for the past 10 years, said she had tried her best to hand the service over.  She said: 

ñLakenheath Post Office will be closed down at 12pm on Monday, February 26. 

Lisa added, ñI took over the running of the Post Office ten years ago and Iôm sure some of 

you will remember the little cafe prior to that.  ñI had big plans for a community hub with 

activities for all ages of the village and it has been an absolute blast. 

Finally saying ña massive thank you to all our lovely and loyal customers whom I also think of 

as my friends.  ñA mention for all the employees over the years and to all those who have 

helped out during refits etc, there were some real superstars over the years. A special thanks 

to Paul Skinner and Donna Hurst.  ñI tried my best to hand over to someone who would keep 

the Post Office but it just wasnôt possible.  ñIôm sure, however, whatever is coming next will 

be a huge asset to the village and I wish whoever they may be all the best in their new 

venture. 

ñI still see most of the village nearly every day so no change there. But I will miss the Post 

Office and all the lifelong memories and friendships myself and my family have made there.ò  

Lisa said the Post office will remain open between 10am and 12pm Monday to Saturday until 

Monday, February 26. 



22.2.2024 

It was announced today that the warm room initiative held at the community centre will end 

next Thursday, 29th February 2024.  This was where the community could meet for soup and 

bread or merely tea or coffee at no cost other than a donation if wanted. 

27.02.2024 

It was today reported by The Post Office Service:  

Dear Customer 

Branch Temporary Closure, Lakenheath Post Office 42 High Street, Lakenheath, Brandon, 

IP27 9DR 

We are writing to inform you that, regrettably, following the resignation of the postmaster and 

the withdrawal of the premises for Post Office use, the above branch will be closing 

temporarily on Monday 26 February 2024 at 12:00. Please accept my apologies for the short 

notification on this occasion. 

The provision of a Post Office service to our customers in the local community is important to 

us, and we will continue to work hard to restore services in the area. 

I would like to assure you that we are working hard to keep any period of closure to a 

minimum and we are currently investigating the options available which will enable us to 

reinstate a Post Office service to the local community. In exploring this, it is important that 

any future service is sustainable for the person operating the service, and for Post Office 

Limited. 

We would welcome any applications from potential retail partners interested in running a 

branch locally on our behalf. The vacancy will be advertised on our website 

www.runapostoffice.co.uk and applications will be carefully considered. If you are aware of 

any interested parties, please do share the link with them. 

If you have any questions you would like to raise about this matter, please write to me via the 

National Consultation Team at the address shown at the end of the letter. Please note that 

your comments will not be kept confidential unless you expressly ask us to do so by clearly 

marking them ñIn Confidenceò. Any future changes to service provision would be handled in 

line with our Principles of Community Engagement. An extract relating to Notification is 

available at the end of this letter. 

We will display posters in the branch to inform customers. 

If you are a local representative, it would be helpful if you could share this information 

through your social media channels and with any local groups or organisations that you 

know within the community, for example on noticeboards, local charities and in GP 

surgeries, to help our customers and your constituents understand what is happening to the 

Post Office in the local community. If you would like a supply of posters, please let us know. 

We would like to apologise for the inconvenience the temporary closure may cause. We 

hope that our customers will continue to use Post Office services and details of alternative 

Post Office branches in the area are shown at the end of this letter. The latest available 

branch information can be found on our website, www.postoffice.co.uk/branch-finder 

If you are a local representative, we will write to you again once we have any news about our 

plans for future service provision. 



Yours faithfully 

Wendy Hamilton 

Network Provision Lead 

How to contact us:  comments@postoffice.co.uk 

postofficeviews.co.uk FREEPOST Your Comments 

To get this information in a different format, for example, in larger print, audio or braille call 

03452 66 01 15 or Textphone 03457 22 33 55.  Alternative branches 

Some branches may need to make changes to their opening hours.  The latest available 

branch information can be found on our website. www.postoffice.co.uk/branch-finder. 

28.2.2024 

Today we learn that Lakenheath Youth Football Club have been recognised for another 

season as a FA 2 star accredited club  . This is a great achievement and with their 

player pathway and closer working with Lakenheath FC this continues to build the provision 

of football for youth in our village.  

 

 

February rainfall 165 mm 

5.3.2024 

We learn today that the Co-Op interim funds payments have been announced. Lakenheath 

Indoor Bowls club received £692.70 and Lakenheath Youth Football Club £760.85 

16.3.2024 

It was the best attendance yet for the Lakenheath Menôs Shed Breakfast today.  Those 

running the group suggest that others should attend the next group on Saturday 13th April. 

http://www.postoffice.co.uk/branch-finder


 

Kyle Gadsby carried out his fundraiser today raising money for the dyslexia research trust.  

He raised an incredible £740.57.  He donated £400 for new books to Lakenheath 

Community primary school library, some of which were dyslexia friendly, and £340.57 to the 

Dyslexia Research Trust.  

 



 

 

19.3.2024 

Today the community were advised of the following event: 

 

 



21.3.2024 

Lakenheath Community Foodbank at Abundant Life Church (ALC) ï Lakenheath announced 
that they will be open on Sunday the 31st of March from 1pm till 2.30pm for those in need of 
support.   Following on we will continue to open on the last Sunday of every month at the 
same times of 1pm till 2.30pm.   (Please bring your own bag where possible). 
 
They offered a delivery service for those that are physically not able to visit in person?  
Please contact Pastor Vince Williams on 07711996759 for more information. 
 
Lakenheath Ladies FC today announced Itôs unfortunate that as of today they have folded as 
a team and will no longer be competing in competitive games in Cambridge Womenôs league 
football.   
 
They gave thanks to everyone who was involved past & present, both UK & US participants..  
 
24.3.2024 
 
A big, big thank you was given to everyone who came to the Little Fishes (Lakenheath 
Nursery) Easter Egg Hunt yesterday. It was so lovely to see you all and we hope you had a 
good time. Well done to all our little fishes who made some really spectacular Easter 
Bonnets and to Mr Tingey who had the unbelievably hard task of choosing our 2 winners. A 
big thank you also, to the businesses of Lakenheath for their kind donations of prizes.  
To all the helpers, staff, committee, parents and grandparents who made yesterday possible, 
thank you. 
 
Hopefully we will see you all again next year 
 

 
 



25.03.2024 
 
Lakenheath Parish Council gave a big thank you to the community speed watch volunteers 
who turned out early on a cold but bright Monday morning.  
They had been asked by residents to do a session on Highfields. 
Love where you live. 
 
30.3.2024 
 
The Easter Egg trail organised by the Scouts was a huge success, the sun was shining for 
them and they handed out over 150 eggs this year as well as 144 Cadbury Creme eggs / 
Carmel eggs to the adults. 
 
The scouts ran a raffle and raised £150.   £100 will be given to Headway Suffolk, BSE 
branch so they can have a fish & chip Supper and the remaining £50 will go towards 
equipment for the Lakenheath scout group. 
 
Thank you all for supporting this event, have a good Easter 

 
 
 

31.3.24 
 
A ófriendlyô village school is celebrating its good Ofsted grading ï after previously being rated 
requires improvement. 
 
Following an inspection in February, Lakenheath Community Primary School was rated good 
for overall effectiveness and in every area: quality of education, behaviour and attitudes, 
personal development, leadership and management, and early years provision. 
 
The school was previously graded órequires improvementô overall by Ofsted in 2020, 
although behaviour and attitudes and personal development were deemed good. 
 



 
 
 

March rainfall 55 mm. 
 
Plans have been submitted to build eight new homes on land off The High Street, 
Lakenheath.  Formally Rookery Farm.   
 
As part of the development there will be four semi-detached homes and four detached 
homes with a mixture of two, three and four-bedroom properties.   According to the design 
and access statement submitted with the application, the proposed development will provide 
"much needed" residential accommodation and enhance an unused piece of land within an 
existing and well-established residential area.  "External materials, colours and finishes will 
be sympathetic to, and in keeping with, those used widely within the neighbouring vicinity. 
 
8.4.2024 
 
A donkey stood its ground blocking Eriswell Road not allowing traffic to pass in either 
direction. 
 

 
 

 



9.4.2024 
 
A message from Lakenheath Parish Council:  You are cordially invited to the LAKENHEATH 
ANNUAL ASSEMBLY to be held on Friday 17th May 2024 starts at 6pm at the Methodist 
Church Hall Back Street Refreshments provided. 
 
This is NOT a parish council meeting: it is a chance for you to tell everyone what your 
organisation has been up to in the past year!  It is open to all Lakenheath residents - come 
along and have your say! 
 
Running order: 
1. Welcome, introductions, and Chairman's report 
2. 2022 Annual Meeting notes 
3. Lakenheath parish council accounts 
4. What is happening: Updates from Lakenheath groups/local organisations, grant recipients 
5. General discussion- ideas going forward 
 
* All are welcome, please feel free to attend 
         
13.4.2024 
 
Congratulations were given to the Lakenheath over 65s group on their 70th Anniversary. 
The group first met to celebrate Queen Elizabethôs coronation in 1953, and has met regularly 
since then.  Today they threw a party to mark their 70th anniversary.  
  
Freda Drake arranged the event with help from her team of volunteers: she has been 
involved with the group for 38 years, along with her mother before that. 
 
Keepsake mugs were donated by Lakenheath Parish Council to mark this amazing occasion 
and one handed to each attendee.  This is a great example of Lakenheath village life with 
true, lasting friendship at its core. 
 

 
 

 
 
 



17.4.2024 
 

 
 

It is that time of year again! More details to follow. LYFC invite the village to join them 
celebrating another great year of football. Given the number of teams this season, matches 
will be spread over two days.   
 
19.4.2024 
 
Lakenheath Playing Fields Association are pleased to announce that they are taking over 

the maintenance of the toilets on the playing fields after the Parish council had closed them 

a little while ago, they will soon reopen and be available for public use. 

Lakenheath Parish Council today announced that they will be permanently closing the public 

toilet at the Cemetery with effect from 1st May, 2024.  The nearest public facility will be at the 

Wings Road Car Park. 

YOUR MOVE MORE OUTDOORS PROJECT  has arrived in Lakenheath.    Abbycraft 

Leisure announced that this is open for all Lakenheath Residents.  This FREE community 

pilot programme is designed to help people become more active by breaking down the 

barrier of travel and fitness, allowing you to live a more active lifestyle.  

Every Tuesday, starting 30th April, 17:30-18:30 at the Peace Memorial Hall in Lakenheath, 

we will be running Pilates.  Pilates is a great exercise for overall wellbeing - it can help:  

Reduce pain, improve quality of life, Weight loss and increase balance.  

 



21.04,2024 

Family members, friends and onlookers cheered and supported the Bury St Edmunds Scout 

District parade as they made their way from the Abbey Gardens to St Maryôs Church for a 

3pm service yesterday. 

All of the groups in the district, including Thurston, Mildenhall, Lakenheath and more, were 

represented.  The Bury scout district is the biggest in Suffolk. 

ñThe scouts only parade twice a year so this is not only very important for the community but 

it also shows and reminds people we are still very much about,ò he said. 

Megan Powell took the Standard for Lakenheath beavers and did a brilliant job. 

 

Lakenheath Community Primary school advised that next Sunday, itôs their very first Junior 

Park Run.  Mildenhall hub have already filled a roster for the school who have been 

promoting the event in school and are promising cake will be available for sale. 

 

 



24.4.2024 

Lakenheath casuals AFC announced that unfortunately this evening will be their last home 

game at the Lakenheath Pavilion Playing Fields. 

They say that they enjoyed playing their football here (Kershaw 3B League Champions) but 

due to circumstances outside of their hands they have to move to a new pitch next season.  

The match this evening kicks off at 18:15 against local competitors Soham United.  Bar open 

from 17:30 Please come down and show your support 

26.4.2024 

RSPB Reserve reported that last night (24-25 April) the overflow car park surface and 

sections of their main car park surface at the RSPB reserve were churned up beyond 

recognition after the area was used as a racetrack. 

Volunteers have spent all morning today raking the area and will level it with a roller soon. 

Staff have now installed CTV cameras in the event of a repeat visit so they will have 

evidence of it happening. 

The photo shows the area post-raking, so it is looking much better than it did. 

 

 

 

29.4.2024 

LAKENHEATH COMMUNITY PRIMARY SCHOOL JUNIOR PARKRUN TAKEOVER  

The community school announced that it was a pleasure to be the Run Director on a very 

damp morning, but the weather did not stop proceedings.   A massive number of 71 juniors 

completed the 2km course, the BIGGEST numbers to date, supported by a team of 21 

volunteers, most of whom were from the Lakenheath Community Primary School! 

There was an amazing 31 first timers to Parkrun, and a fantastic 10 new personal bests set. 

A big Thank You to all the Hi-Vis Heroôs.  Rebecca BELL, Matthew BISHOP, Arianne 

COCKERILL, Frances COCKS, Zoe EATON, Debbie HALL, Sara HEAP, Gemma HORREX, 

Karen KNIGHT, Laura PALMER, Mandy RISER, Karen SKEATS, Ebbie SMITH, Victoria 

STOCKER, Michael TINGEY, Penni WEBB, Louisa WELLS, Sebastian WILCOX, Thorben 

WILCOX, Thorsten WILCOX. 



Joshua was the first finisher setting a new personal best and Lily was ther first female 

finisher.  How amazing. 

Big congratulations to Finley receiving his ultra marathon wrist band, completing 50 junior 

Parkrunôs. 

30.4.2024 

The first coocoo was heard today 

April rainfall 71 mm. 

3.5.2024 

An unnamed resident has hit on hard times, now homeless apparently, the result is she has 

been sleeping on the bench outside the Co-op or on the village green.  Today the weather 

has been fowl.  Rain all day.  Late in the afternoon Social Services have been out and she 

has been taken to a hotel so she's warm, dry and safe.  She is to be assessed for long term 

needs on Tuesday at the end of the bank holiday weekend. 

4.5.24 and 5.5.2024 

There has been double cause for celebration at Lakenheath Youth Football Club in recent 

weeks. 

Over the May bank holiday weekend, an estimated 400 children took to the pitch during 

clubôs annual Challenge Cup event.  The numbers involved once again highlighted the 

continued growth of the junior section over recent years, with a total of 13 Lakenheath teams 

ranging from under-7 to under-15ôs featuring at the Pitstop Auto Factors Arena ï the home of 

the menôs senior side. 

 

Lakenheath Youth chairman Richard Horrex said: ñWe decided to run Challenge Cup over 

two days this year. There were a few reasons for that, but mainly it was down to numbers.  

We are growing each year and thatôs great. ñPlaying over the two days enhanced the social 

experience. Players were not being rushed on and off pitches and there was plenty of time to 

present medals and trophies. 

ñWe had around 800 people over the two days, with about 400 of those playing.  Itôs growing 

year on year and weôve been able to generate a good amount of traction. ñIt has always 

been a great day for the kids and thatôs what itôs all about for us.ò 

Among those playing across the weekend were the under-12s girlsô team, who made their 

Challenge Cup debut. Richard added: ñIt was fantastic to have a girlsô team playing. We 

have always had girls playing for our teams alongside boys, but never an all-girls team. 



ñSetting a girlsô team up was a big target for us and weôd love to be able to set more up at 

different age groups.ò 

There are so many thanks to be given so please excuse me if I forget anyone.   Thanks to all 

our amazing coaches for getting their teams and opponents sorted for the weekend. Some 

had league or cup games in addition to the challenge cup game so arranging two matches in 

a weekend is not an easy task.  

- Zoe, Shane, James, and Tom for planning the weekend and sorting all trophies plus 
organising on the days.  
- Leanne for working on the raffle all day Saturday 
- Gemma and Sarah for working the raffle and organising the raffle prizes 
- Mark, Shane and Jimmy for marking out the pitches 
- All the referees who gave up their time 
- To everyone that attended and supported our club  
Finally, thanks to Lakenheath FC who were great hosts and provided the perfect venue for 

the weekend for us. Thanks to Steve for organising his team  

 

Open training is on Wednesday evening 17:30 to 18:30 at Lakenheath Playing Fields. 

 



8.5.2024 

6 x F-15Es arrived home to RAF Lakenheath today. 

LN AF 96-0201 F15E 48th FW Wing Boss Bird ï Hellcat 
LN AF 96-0204 F15E ï Clawing Kitty/RAWR 
LNAF 91-0310 F15E ï Strafe 
LN AF 91-0324 F15E ï EL Jefe 
LN AF 00-3000 F15E ï Bomb Truck 
LN AF 91-0604 ï El Diablo 

 

The first six F-15E Strike Eagles of the 494th Fighter Squadron ñMighty Black Panthersò of 

the 48th Fighter Wing, have returned to RAF Lakenheath, UK, from their deployment to the 

CENTCOM area of operations. The aircraft, flying as TABOR 71-76, and supported by 

Blue21 (KC-135 #58-0103), Blue22 (KC-135 #58-0094) and Blue23 (KC-135 #62-3509), 

landed at their home base at around 13:00 local time.. 

The Strike Eagles had been deployed as part of the 494th Expeditionary Fighter Squadron, 

to bolster the U.S. posture in the area amid the Gaza crisis in October 2023. 

The aircraft were based at Muwaffaq Salti/Al-Azraq Air Base in Jordan, one of the usual 

deployment locations for US aircraft in the area. 

Along with Israeli and other U.S. and allied aircraft, from there, the F-15Es contributed to the 

air defence of Israel in the night between Apr. 13 and 14, 2024, when 170 one-way 

ñkamikazeò drones, 120 Medium-Range Ballistic Missiles, and 30 Land-Attack Cruise 

Missiles were fired towards Israel during an unprecedented attack launched by Iran 

alongside Houthi terrorist group in Yemen as well as Iranian-backed proxies in Iraq. 

During that night, the F-15E Strike Eagles from the 494th Fighter Squadron, and the 335th 

Fighter Squadron, from Seymour Johnson AFB, North Carolina (also deployed in the 

CENTCOM AOR), achieved a combined ñkill scoreò of 70 Iranian drones. 

President Biden praised the Strike Eagle aircrews ñfor their exceptional airmanship and skill 

in defending Israel from an unprecedented aerial attack by Iran. These brave 

servicemembers make us all proudò, he said. 

As we explained back then, images of the F-15Es deployed to the CENTCOM area of 

operations usually showed the Strike Eagles carrying two AIM-120 AMRAAMs (Advanced 

Medium Range Air-to-Air Missiles) and two AIM-9X Sidewinder AAMs (Air-to-Air Missiles) 

along with a Sniper ATP (Advanced Targeting Pod) and various JDAMs (Joint Direct Attack 

Munitions). However, as happened with the F/A-18E/F Super Hornets aboard USS 

Eisenhower in the Red Sea, the anti-drone mission may have seen the aircraft launching 

with a different/specific loadout considering the need to counter a significant amount of 

incoming UAVs. 

Today around 8am a Coop delivery lorry in leaving the car park area caught the edge of the 

wall with its tailgate pulling it down. the bricks fell on Lakenheath in Bloom's planter and 

bench, damaging both and all over the ground.  The driver, obviously didn't realise what he 

had done and drove off regardless. 

 

 

 



LAKENHEATH PARISH COUNCIL advised the community of the following event:ANNUAL 

MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL AND THE MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL 

(IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING THE APM)TO BE HELD ON MONDAY 13th May 2024 at 7pm 

in the Methodist Chapel, Back Street, Lakenheath. 

MEMBERS OF THE PRESS AND PUBLIC ARE WELCOME TO ATTEND 
2024/01 Election of Chair and signing of Acceptance of Office 
2024/02 Election of Vice Chair and signing of Acceptance of Office 
2024/03 Apologies for Absence 
2024/04 Minutes of the 2023 APCM (Paper A) 
2024/05 Signing of Declarations of Acceptance of Office 
2024/06 Confirmation that Registers of Members Interests remain the same 
2024/07 Chairmanôs Report 2023-2024 
2024/08 Election of LPC Cemetery Committee 
The members of the 2023-2024 Cemetery Committee were: Cllr J Hastings, Cllr A Gyte, Cllr 
I Frost, Chairman 
2024/09 Election of LPC Planning Sub-Committee 
The members of the Planning Committee were: Cllr W Overy, Cllr A Gyte, Cllr N Smith, Cllr 
M Hugo, Chairman 
2024/10 To confirm that General Power of Competence remains applicable 
2024/11 Election of LPC Representative to Village Hall (Peace Memorial Hall) Management 
Committee (Cllr M Rowntree) 
2024/12 Election of LPC Representative to Howard Evans Trust (Cllr P Gyte) 
2024/13 Confirmation of LPC Representative School Link (Cllr W Overy) 
2024/14 Confirmation of LPC Representatives on LPC Emergency Plan Committee 
(Cllrs J Hastings, Cllr P Gyte) 
2024/15 Confirmation that LPC Policies and Procedures will be reviewed during the 
forthcoming year 
 

10.5.2024 

For the second week we are informed the library will be again closed next week.  The 

necessary roof repairs are taking longer than anticipated. 

The final 6 x 494th Fighter Squadron Mighty Black Panthers return to RAF Lakenheath after 

a stopover on the way home at Aviano for fuel.  They were returning from a 7-month 

deployment during which they provided crucial support to operations in the U.S. Central 

Command area of responsibility.   Nose art collection was as follows. 

91-0334 "Red Tail Angel" 
91-0313 "Mullet" with tail script of "Business in the Front, Party in the Back" 
01-2002 "Warlord" 
96-0202 no name but adult and young panther. 
91-0335 "Dutchman" 
91-0602 no name but swirly fire-type thing 

 
 



 

 

Aurora Borealis is visible over Lakenheath tonight as clear skies and an intense solar storm 

set the perfect conditions for seeing the dancing lights. 

 

12.5.2024 

Lakenheath Youth Football Club gave a massive well done to the u13 hurricanes.  They 

achieved a second place in the league in their first season. Well done to all the boys and all 

the parents for the massive effort this season. 

 

 



 

There was a planned protest outside gate 1 to RAF Lakenheath today between 11 and 3.    It 

was a quiet affair and did not affect the surrounding areas in any way. 

13.5.2024 

Lunchtime today another lorry hit the other side gate of the Coop driveway 

F-15E Strike Eagles from the 492nd Fighter Squadron take off from RAF Lakenheath to 

head to Exercise #AstralKnight 2024. The F-15s are teaming up with their fellow F-35A 

Lightning IIs from the 495th Fighter Squadron, operating out of Powdiz Air Base in Poland. 

This exercise underscores their commitment to Agile Combat Employment (ACE) alongside 

their NATO Allies, adapting swiftly to dynamic security environments. This collaboration is a 

testament to our unified effort to uphold global freedom and stability. Together, we own the 

skies. 

RAF Lakenheath welcomes back the first group of F-15E Strike Eagle maintainers and 

support personnel of the494th Fighter Squadron and 48th Fighter Wing from their seven-

month deployment to Southwest Asia.  There was an unwavering dedication and exceptional 

performance supporting operations in the U.S. Central Command area of responsibility and 

strengthening U.S. Posture in the region proved they are "Always Ready to Own the Skies" 

16.5.2024 

The Liberty Wing welcomes back the final main group of F-15E Strike Eagle maintainers and 

supporting personnel of the 494th Fighter Generation Squadron and around the 48th Fighter 

Wing from a seven-month deployment to Southwest Asia 

The USAF are grateful for their outstanding efforts which provided critical support during 

operations in the U.S. Central Command area of responsibility. 

The winners of the Grassroots Football Awards 2024 in Suffolk have been announced.  The 

Judging Panel read through a record-breaking 116 entries this year, easily surpassing the 

previous high of 87 submitted in 2020. 

Lakenheath Youth FC, who won the Club of the Year category, received multiple nominations 

and were described as óan amazing clubô with excellent facilities providing a player pathway 

to adult football. 

So, because of all the work being done our preseason friendlies will be away, but once the 

league gets underway, around the beginning of August, hopefully a few more spectators will 

come to support the lads, we have a bar, plus teas, coffees and food on matchdays so pop 

along. 

17.5.2024 

Lakenheath Community Primary School gave a huge congratulations and big well done to all 

of the Year sixes for finishing their SATS this week.  The School could not be any prouder.  

They faced some tricky challenges but they all did a fantastic job to remain focused and 

manage their emotions. 

Teachers took them down to the pavilion this morning for some rounders and a play in the 

park to let off some steam. 



 

 

Tonight was the time for the Annual Parish Meeting open to residents to participate.  The 

main item of interest is the opportunity for all clubs, groups and organisations of the Parish to 

give an annual update of their activities. 

NOTES FROM THE LAKENHEATH ANNUAL ASSEMBLY 17th MAY 2024   as provided by 

Lakenheath Parish council.  

Attendees: circa 45, including representatives from the Pavilion and Playing Fields, Village 

Hall, Methodist Church, Heritage Group, Lakenheath in Bloom, Lakenheath Consolidated 

Charities, Sunset Barn Care Farm, The Library, Lakenheath Youth FC, Parish Council, St 

Marys Church, District and County Councils. 

1. Apologies had been received from Cllrs Hugo, Cahill, Hastings and Overy. 

2. The Notes from the 2023 Annual Assembly were agreed. 

3. The Lakenheath Parish Council Chairman, Cllr Gerald Kelly, told the meeting that this 

has essentially been a year of difficult decisions. Contractors engaged in grass cutting, etc 

are providing a perfectly adequate service after the departure of the Village Keeper. There is 

a big difference in expenditure, the cottage is being let.  

He announced, to applause from the gathering, that the Youth Football team had gained the 

position of best in Suffolk. (Mr R Horrex had not arrived at this point). 

The influx of US Air Force personnel mean that rents are high in the village. US personnel 

don`t pay Council Tax, hence the precept has gone up. This situation is being taken very 

seriously by West Suffolk Council.  

The District are paying for the conversion of streetlights to LEDs, part two of the 

decarbonisation initiative.  

Cllr Kelly thanked his fellow parish Councillors, who are subjected to frequent abuse for no 

pay. The Parish Council now has a business-like approach in order to maximise resident 

benefit.  

The next version of the Lakenheath Times will be produced in Lakenheath, the previous 

editor had been great, but she lived some way away.  

The Neighbourhood Plan had stalled because the consultant was unwell, now back on track. 



There are regular visits from parking enforcement officers. If you see bad parking, please 

report it on the website. 

The Police have been standing alongside our Lakenheath Speedwatch team volunteers, 

thanks to the team who do so much. 

4. PC Andy Green is the local Police officer, there has been a change, with the Police 

going back to community policing. He covers four parishes, Beck Row, Lakenheath, West 

Row and Brandon, attending parish council meetings and visiting schools. There is now 

much more visibility. In terms of reporting, he urged people to report on the website. 

Lakenheath is one of the safest places in the County. Suffolk itself is the second safest 

County in the UK. Parking remains a big issue.  

5. County Councillor Colin Noble spoke of the County Councils £750m budget, over 

80% of which is spent on things you don`t see, e.g. care of elderly, child abuse. The bit the 

public see is the roads. County Council role is the make decisions on spend. Difficult to 

compare (e.g.) care of elderly with potholes. We are behind the curve with potholes. 

Lakenheath Village Plan will be interesting and helpful. Persimmon are building near to the 

Cut, some provision of affordable housing. Social housing is allocated according to a points 

system.  

There has always been noise from the base, which has increased. However, the Base does 

bring in a lot of money.  

Mr Putinôs behaviour leads Cllr Noble to assume that US personnel will be with us for some 

time. 

The two biggest issues are parking and speeding, good to see that Lakenheath has an 

effective Speed Watch team. He often sees drivers parking on the zig zag lines when will 

they realise that these are not parking areas?  

Q: Road signage needs cleaning and is sometimes covered by trees etc.  

A: Report on website, get a reference number  

Q: Update on Station Road development? 

A: None at the moment. Cocksedges started to put the roads in but the company are no 

longer involved with the development. The school will be built before the houses.  

Q: Will the school be big enough? 

A: Yes, will be able to cope. Academy Trust will take over to make decisions. The Academy 

only applies to early years, will discuss later, 

Q: There are all these new houses being built but only one doctors and few shops? 

A: The Local Plan has no connection with the organisation that funds GPs. I think this should 

be a statutory requirement. Shops will come. 

If you have any further questions, google me and I am at the end of the telephone. 

6. Methodist Church representative, Linda Spencer - Planning a Youth Club 12-16 years 

starting September this year. We have group planning meetings every other week and doing 

training e.g. safeguarding. Looking forward to doing this! Not sure of the week day on which 

the Youth Club will be held, checking other local provisions. Funding for training and games 

has been provided by West Suffolk Council. 



Chairman remarked that this is long overdue, many thanks to the team at the Methodist 

Church.  

The Pavilion representative told the meeting that their youth club had closed, remaining 

equipment e.g., PS4s, could go to the new initiative. 

7. Richard Horrex from the Youth Footpath Club had arrived late, and confirmed that 

there are approximately 208 children playing. Ranges from under 7s to under 15s. 

Encourages useful life skills. i.e., teamwork, friendship, competition, confidence, ways to 

cope with defeat. Club is run in a fun, safe and a cost-effective way, all are volunteers. 

Matches played under FA have to meet strict rules and `tick all the boxes`.  

The Club has just won Club of the Year- not just the youth side but the men as well! 

Chairman noted that there is a theme, about looking after our youth. Jo Chambers at the 

Library has worked wonders. 

8. The Chairman of Lakenheath Playing Field/ Pavilion, Kevin Watts, , described the 

events that had been held- Party on the Park, May Day, Fete (always the first Monday in 

August), Halloween, New Years Eve, D Day celebration, Weddings, in addition to the regular 

hirers. This is a non profit making charity, however there are loans to pay back, which are 

going down. The cost of electricity is around £1k a month. Thanks to County Council and 

Lakenheath Parish Council for the Outdoor Gym. The parish had also funded the new 

fencing. The skate park needs maintenance, which will be done when funds allow. AGM in 

November, everyone welcome to attend. Trying to reach agreement with user groups about 

hire charges/ terms.  We want to be fair to everyone. We will achieve a resolution, initially 

the problem was a lack of communication. 

9. Friendship Club started three years ago, meeting at the Peace memorial Hall, 45 

people are on the register, charge is £2. Aim to do an activity/ have a speaker/ quiz. All 

money collected goes back into funds. 

10. Scrabble Club is back at the Church 

Charge is £2 with tea and cake provided. 10 people are members. 

11.  St Marys Church the Lay Minister told us that there is no permanent vicar at the 

moment. There are fourteen volunteer bellringers, and approximately 30 people in the choir, 

which has provided backing at high profile events. The Church run a Sunday School, Youth 

group and Band. Volunteers include cleaners and florists. Thanks to the Christian Enterprise 

ï they have been wonderful, a great help. 

12.  The Chairman of Lakenheath Consolidated Charities, Robert Rolph, told the meeting 

that the Charity consolidated in 1967, own 15 and a half acres, which is where the money 

comes from. Aim is to support the poor of the parish. People can apply for funding. Over 

time, 250 applicants averaging £30 per person, 160 averaging £80 per person. £90 is given 

to those over 90 years old. 

The Chairman commented that we are lucky to have such an active voluntary community. 

There was an over 65`s party and the foodbank works well, as do other village charities 

13.  The Goward and Evans Charity focusses on education. The representative told us 

that they are in the lovely situation of having a lot of money in the pot! 

14.  The Heritage Group representative, David Jones, told the meeting that there is an 

observer post at the Warren, all details are available on the website, including the more 



notorious village residents. The Village Trail is thriving. David echoes the Chairmanôs 

comment about Jo at the Library. Work is ongoing, e.g., helping to establish the history of 

Lakenheath school, the diaries of Revd. John Mindy, German/ Jewish refugees at Sedge 

Fen, Home Guard.  

The group raised money to protect a large 1952 poster, which is now in the Cambridge 

University archives.  

If anyone has any records of village organisations, etc., please get in touch with David.  

15.  The Good Neighbour Initiative has been going for eighteen years, much of the work 

is taking people place, e.g. hospital appointments.  

In the past 12 months, 640 jobs have been completed. 

The group meet 2/3 times a year with regular users for lunch. Thanks to the Christian 

Enterprise for their generous support. 

16.  The Sunset Barn Care Farm representative, Melanie Smith, supports youngsters not 

in education, who are struggling with mental health problems. There are 8 employees and 

volunteers. The Tuesday Care Café is open to everyone, from 10am to noon. This gives the 

user group a chance to do something worthwhile in the community. 

17.  The Lakenheath Speed Watch Team, represented by Mike Rowntree, has noted that 

speeds are now remarkably lower, The Speed Indicator Devices (SID) information shows 

when and where most speeding occurs. One of the SIDs has been vandalised. The group 

are actively seeking new volunteers. 

18.  Lakenheath In Bloom are trying to `pretty up` the village. This is a small team; major 

problem is watering and deadheading. A donation has been received from the Christian 

Enterprise Foundation. The bench outside the Co-op was damaged by a lorry reversing into 

the wall. Staff at the surgery water the planter at that site. 

19.  Neighbourhood Plan/ BT site: the Chairman has been negotiating with BT as all that 

was offered was a one-year term, thought not to be stable enough. The Woodland Trust has 

donated saplings which have been planted in various places. 

20.  PC Andy Green stressed the importance of communication, and cross linking all the 

different groups. Thanks to the parish Council for arranging an awesome event. Brandon 

town businesses sponsor the flower planters. 

21.  Lakenheath Times: New editor Cllr D Smith said that the transformation has been 

amazing. She is working with new businesses in High Street. The help from volunteer 

deliverers is great. Perhaps Richard could pen an article about the Youth Group? 

22.  An Emergency Plan / our reaction to a given situation is being drawn up by the 

Parish Council- e.g., floods: remember that some land is below sea level. 

23.  Copies of other Reports are attached 

Lakenheath Cemetery 
Community Speedwatch 
Emergency Planning 
Environmental report 
Lakenheath FC 
Lakenheath Library 
 



 



 



 





 



 

24.  The Summary of Lakenheath Parish Council Accounts to 31/03/2024 was       Noted 

(Appendix A) 

 



 

The meeting closed at 8.25pm 

 

 

 

 



 

 

19.5.2024 

A great presentation afternoon/evening to finish off the season was had by members of 

Lakenheath Youth Football Club. Well done to everyone who attended and supported each 

team. Well done to all the coaches for their help and dedication.  Thanks, were also 

specifically given to Sarah, Andy, Gemma, Emma, Shane and Richard for helping to set the 

day set up. Thanks, were also given to Derek Leader for photography throughout all of the 

presentations.  Finally. thanks to Lakenheath FC for being the perfect host ï Providing a bar, 

BBQ and space for the children to play. 

 

 

 

20.05.2024 

Lakenheath Youth FC posted that their Chairman, Richard Horrex just wanted to say a quick 

thanks to Rhys Mower for all he has done for the club and with their u13ôs team over the last 

3 seasons. Over that time, he has helped myself with our team, trained and qualified as a 

referee and won the Suffolk FA young volunteer of the year cup. Picture above. 

Rhys has taken a great opportunity to study for a degree and further his career with which 

we wish him all the best. With his attitude he will succeed, of that we are certain. 

A true role model and all I can say is thank you Rhys on behalf of everyone with the U13ôs 

and the club. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



23.5.2024 

LAKENHEATH COMMUNITY PRIMARY SCHOOL DID IT.   

 

You are looking at Suffolk County Orienteering champions. A massive congratulations to all 8 

(and 1 off sick) children who ran their socks off around Haughley Park working together as a 

fantastic, supportive team to read their maps. Their dedication and willingness to work so 

hard, alongside having fun has paid off. 

27.5.2024 

The community were reminded that the 6th June is the 80th anniversary of D-Day ï the 

landings in Normandy that began Operations Overlord the battle to liberate Northern France 

and eventually bring about the defeat of Nazi Germany. 

Supported by naval and air forces, soldiers from the United Kingdom Canade, the United 

States and other allied nations landed on five Normandy beaches under heavy fire from the 

occupying German Army.  Some 1,000 British men paid with their lives on D-Day alone. 

As part of the national commemoration for remembering their ultimate sacrifice, the 

Lakenheath & District Branch of the Royal British Legion will be marking Thursday 6 th June 

by laying two wreaths: 

1. At 7.30 am at the village War Memorial as it was at this time 1st Battalion, Suffolk 

Regiment went ashore on Sword Beach 

2. At 9.15 pm a second will be laid in the evening at the Village Beacon on the playing 

fields, just before it is lit. 

Lakenheath & District Legion welcome anyone who wishes to attend either of these events. 

Police are appealing for help to find a missing 15-year-old girl from the Lakenheath area., 

Delisha Mackenzie was last seen leaving Lakenheath on foot at about midnight yesterday.  

She is 5ft 5in, of slim build, has very long black hair and was wearing all black clothing with 

white trainers.  Officers are extremely concerned for Delisha and are asking anyone who has 

seen her or who has any information on where she may be to contact Suffolk Police on 101.  



Delisha was eventually found safe and well. 

28.05.2024 

The Bury Free Press reported that Plans for a 450-place school in a Suffolk village are set to 

be decided next week.  The proposals, submitted by Suffolk County council in September, 

are set to be discussed by members of its development and regulation committee next 

Tuesday, June 4. 

If approved, a new 420-place primary school and 30-place pre-school would be built on land 

off Station Road, in Lakenheath, to accommodate 164 possible new pupils arriving as a 

result of the 663 new homes planned for the area.  The new school would open in 

September 2026, following the closure of the existing 315-place Lakenheath Community 

Primary School, in Mill Road.  This is because although the demand for new places is too 

large to be met by the existing school, officers concluded it is not enough to justify a second 

school. 

The plans also follow a previous approval for a new school on the same site in October 2018 

which has expired due to a delay in housing development and an unsuccessful legal 

challenge. The new building would be two storeys high and be accompanied by two under 

12s grass football pitches, a hard netball court, an outdoor classroom, a further outdoor 

learning area, and 10 pupil drop-off spaces.  The proposals also include plans for the 

installation of enhanced sound insulation through triple-glazed windows, a heavyweight roof, 

and sound-attenuated mechanical ventilation.  This is due to its proximity to RAF 

Lakenheath and flying jets. 

A design statement by agent Concertus says: "The proposed new school aims to provide an 

inspiring and sustainable educational building, which meets the teaching requirements of 

today whilst also providing flexibility for the teaching needs of the future. 

"It proposes to deliver accommodation and an environment which allows for high-quality 

education, allowing more children to attend a school in their local area." 

There has been some opposition to the plans, however, with the parish council raising 

serious concerns despite welcoming and recognising the need for a new primary school. 

A statement submitted by Cllr Gerald Kelly, chairman to Lakenheath Parish council, raised 

concerns over inaccurate traffic predictions, access, lack of lighting, and engagement with 

the community. 

A second report in the paper advised that 8 new homes could be built on land at the back of 

124 High Street.  MB Homes Anglia Ltd has submitted proposals for four three-bedroom 

homes and four four-bedroom homes  

A planning statement to West Suffolk Council said the 0.3 hectare site was mainly grass 

land.  Permission was previously granted for three homes and the proposal seeks to extend 

the development area. 

It said the contribution to the housing stock in Lakenheath should weigh in favour of the 

development. 

A Club Announcement tonight came from what was Lakenheath Casuals FC.  As previously 

announced, we will not be continuing our football in Lakenheath. A tough decision was made 

to fold all 3 teams affiliated with Lakenheath Casuals concluding the 23/24 season. The club 

would like to thank Christopher Hewitt for all the hard work he put in to help them throughout 

the last few years. We wish you all best.   



As much as we would have loved to stay playing in Lakenheath, the decision was taken out 

of our hands due to financial circumstances. We have great memories of playing at The 

Pavilion and are sad to be leaving. 

Fortunately, we have been offered an opportunity to keep our squad together and are 

pleased to announce that starting from the 24/25 season we will be playing under the name 

AFC Mildenhall. We will be playing our home games at the Riverside Stadium, home of 

Mildenhall Town Football Club. 

We would like to thank Mildenhall Town and Danny Procter for helping us find a new home 

so swiftly.  Keep an eye out for further updates including news about Pre-Season and also a 

few new kits provided by some brand-new sponsors  

Today is the last day Lloyds mobile Bank will provide a service to Lakenheath.  The mobile 

bank has visited the village fortnightly for two hours since the Mildenhall sub-Branch closed. 

 

 

May rainfall 111mm. 

4.6.2024 

Edna Matthews 100 today with her boys, Philip, Alan and Bryan.  

 

 



5.6.2024 

Lakenheath Cricket Team were given a donation of £2,000 from a nearby housing developer, 

Persimmon Homes, which has just launched a show home at its Liberty Gate development 

in the village, near to where the team play. 

The housebuilder made the donation through its Community Champions programme.   

Rory Palmer, of Lakenheath Cricket Club, said: ñWe would like to thank Persimmon for this 

donation, that will help us ensure our nets are in good condition for those practicing 

throughout the season, and repair our screens to give players and visitors a better 

experience. 

ñThe club brings people together from the village and we are looking forward to welcoming 

potential new members from Liberty Gate in coming years.ò 

6.6.2024 

At 9.15 pm a tribute and beacon lighting ceremony held at the Playing fields by the Royal 

British Legion.  Matthew Edwards as their representative gave the following speech: 

ñ80 years ago today, soldiers, sailors and airman from the UK, Canada, the USA and other 

allied nations took part in Operation OVERLORD ï the invasion of Europe in order to liberate 

it and defeat Nazi Germany.  D-Day, 6 Jun 44, was the beginning of what was described 

most eloquently by Gen (later Preisdent) Eisenhower as óthe Great Crusadeô. 

There are many things to remember about D-Day but is the courage and sacrifice of those 

involved, many very young, that we are here to commemorate today 

On D-Day, of the 160,000 troops who crossed the channel on 6 Jun 

Å Approximately 10,000 became casualties 
Å 4,414 were killed 
Å Of whom  1,760 were British 
 
We lay a wreath at this time because it was at 0830hrs BDST, 0730 now, that 1st Bn Suffolk 

Regiment landed on Sword Beach. 

They were part of 8th Infantry Bridge ï the lead formation charged with securing the 

beachhead. 

The Suffolksô task was to seize the fortification nicknamed HILLMAN, a mile-and-a-half south 

of SWORD.  In an action demonstrating courage and determination they secured it in the 

early hours of 7 Jun 44 ï the beachhead was thus secure, and the road to Caen open. 

They shall not grow old as we that are left grow old 
Age shall not weary them, nor the years condemn 
At the going down of the sun, and in the morning 
We will remember them.ò 
 
All: we will remember them 
 
Laying of the wreath by RBL 

Instead of the Kohima epitaph, I would like to read something more apposite to D-Day  
Simplify me when Iôm dead 
 
Remember me when I am dead 



and simplify me when I'm dead. 
 
As the processes of earth 
strip off the colour of the skin: 
take the brown hair and blue eye 
 
and leave me simpler than at birth, 
when hairless I came howling in 
as the moon entered the cold sky. 
 
Of my skeleton perhaps, 
so stripped, a learned man will say 
"He was of such a type and intelligence," no more. 
 
Thus when in a year collapse 
particular memories, you may 
deduce, from the long pain I bore 
 
the opinions I held, who was my foe 
and what I left, even my appearance 
but incidents will be no guide. 
 
Time's wrong-way telescope will show 
a minute man ten years hence 
and by distance simplified. 
 
Through that lens see if I seem 
substance or nothing: of the world 
deserving mention or charitable oblivion, 
 
not by momentary spleen 
or love into decision hurled, 
leisurely arrive at an opinion. 
 
Remember me when I am dead 
and simplify me when I'm dead. 
 
Those words were written by Keith Douglas, who landed on GOLD Beach on 6 Jun 44 as a 

tank commander in the Nottinghamshire Yeomanry, and was killed three days later on 9 Jun 

1944.    

7.6.2024 

The Bury Free Press advises that a decision on plans for a 450-place school in a Suffolk 

village has been deferred to allow for more engagement. 

The proposals, submitted by the Suffolk County council in September last year, were due to 

be discussed during Tuesdayôs development and regulation committee meeting before a 

decision was deferred. 

It is still unclear when the application will come back to councillors ð the next committee 

meeting date is scheduled for July 16.  If approved, a new 420-place primary school and 30-

place pre-school would be built on land off Station Road, in Lakenheath, to accommodate  a 

possible 164 new pupils arriving as a result of the 663 new homes planned for the area. 



The new school would open in September 2026, following the closure of the existing 315-

place Lakenheath Community Primary School, in Mill Road. 

Approval for a school on the site had already been granted in October 2018 but expired due 

to a delay in housing development and an unsuccessful legal challenge. 

Despite promises from the agent, Concertus, that the new school would deliver flexible and 

high-quality education, there has been some voiced opposition to the plans. 

A statement submitted by Cllr Gerald Kelly, chairman at the parish council, raised concerns 

over inaccurate traffic predictions, access, lack of lighting, and engagement. 

8.6.2024 

The Bury Free press today informed the community that Jewellery and electronics were 

stolen after a village property was burgled.  Several electrical items were stolen alongside 

the jewellery. 

Thieves targeted the home in Caudle Avenue, Lakenheath, at some time between 10pm on 

Saturday and 4pm on Sunday. 

10.6.2024 

A man from Lakenheath described as a óheroô by a neighbour has told of a split-second 

decision that led to him rushing in to rescue a trapped dog during a house fire. 

Luke Rutterford, of Eriswell Road, was sitting in his home office at midday and about to enter 

a meeting, when he heard his wife shouting about a fire at the house next door. 

Laura Taylor, who lives at the adjoining house with her fiancé and four children, had popped 

out to pick up her daughter from school and was shocked to see black smoke billowing from 

the kitchen upon her return. 

Laura, 39 weeksô pregnant at the time, said her mind began racing for her dog, eight-month-

old Uhtred, who was caged inside her home.  She told Suffolk News she would be forever 

grateful to two rescuers, who she described as the óreal heroes of the dayô, for what 

happened next. 

When Luke arrived outside, he found Laura in a state of panic.  Fearing this could lead to 

panic-induced labour, he took a deep breath and entered the building to find Uhtred. 

Luke said: ñInside it was eerily quiet. There was lots of black smoke but very few flames, with 

an orange glow of the fire coming from the oven. 

ñI could see the dog lying in the cage but he wasnôt moving. I lifted the cage before dropping 

it before trying to shake him to check he was still alive. 

ñHe then got up and roused himself while I tried to drag the cage out of the kitchen, but I ran 

out of breath.ò 

Re-entering the home, Luke managed to open the cage, allowing Uhtred to escape.  ñHe 

immediately ran upstairs and my heart sank,ò he said. ñI got Laura to call her dog and he 

shot outside.ò  Luke exited Lauraôs home to find workers from a nearby Persimmon building 

site had gathered outside. 



 

11.6.2024 

 

 

17.6.2024 

Thanks were given to the Parish Councillors and volunteers that yesterday morning gave the 

play park a good tidy up ready for the summer. The bin that the wildlife like to empty out, 

there are still 4 bins in and around the park, has been filled and is now an attractive planter.  



 

 

18.6.2024 

Lakenheath community primary school today advised that they were going for GOLD  

This afternoon they took part in a mini rescheduled Netball competition against 3 other local 

schools. They only had the opportunity to take 8 players, and this bunch played 

tremendously together as a team.  Their performances showed, winning all 3 of their games 

to be crowned winners 

Weôre very proud of the hard work thatôs been put in, with some lunch times sacrificed itôs 

certainly paid off. A huge thank you to another 9 children who attended the club and were 

part of OUR team as they helped them prepare. 

 

20.6.2024 

The fortnightly meeting of the Members of the Lakenheath Friendship group enjoyed a high 

tea today 

24.6.2024 

Lakenheath Parish council announced that at the Lakenheath skate park they are in the 

process of repairing the ramps.  There are exposed joints and it is not safe to use hence the 

tape.  Parents were asked to explain this to children so that the park is not used until fully 

safe.  



 

26.6.2024 

Lloyds Bank remind the community that they will be available in the village Hall to deal with 

any banking queries.  There will, however, be no facility for paying in money or withdrawals 

of any description.   

 

27.6.2024 

Lakenheath Cricket Club advised the community that yesterday their bar stock delivery was 

stolen from outside the cricket club.  The bar is one of their main sources of income that 

keeps them going throughout the year.  They asked for any information relating to this theft 

or return of the proceeds. 

Additionally, a hydraulic pecker, otherwise known as a hydraulic breaker, is a piece of 

equipment that helps to break out large areas of concrete or road surfaces. has been stolen 

from a machine on land near Undley Road in Lakenheath sometime between 3pm on June 

25 and 8am on June 26.  



 

 

29.6.2024 

Lakenheath Parish Council advice that the new inclusive roundabout is open for use today. 

 


